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LETTER I. 



Tie Baronefsto the VifcounSeft. 

1 WO days ago, being alone in my apartment 
with Adelaide^ Mifs Bridget entered haftily, and 
calling to me from the door, faid (he was cer^ 
tain I* fhould be fatisfied with th^ manner in 
which Dainville had executed my commiflion-— At 
that inftant he came in, leading the mod charm- 
ing child I ever faw ; it was a beautiful little girl, 
of fix years and a half old ; who, on perceiving 
me, ran to me holding out her hands— I fet her 
on my knee, and alked Dainville, who (he ' was— - 
he replied, it is a little orphan ; (lie has loll her 
father fome years, and her mother is juft dead— 
i Ah ! M^mma. laid Adelaide, you will take care 
of her 1 It will be a good a^ion, faid Dainville, for 
iheis withan old woman who cannot afford to 
VOL. III. A k^<^^ 
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keep her any longer — I will, interrupted I, with 
plcafiire accept the charge ; but what (hall I do 
ulth her till we find a proper fituation toplaco her 
in ? Oh ! Mamma, let us keep her ! She is (b 
pretty, and looks fomild ! — That is impoflible.— 
But at lead keep her here for fomc days—Well, I 
confent to that ; and you, AdeJaicUy (hall have the 
care of her ; I have fo many other employments. 
. . . With all my heart . . . Mamma, (he (hall 
llccp in my chamber . . . Oh ! the charming lit- 
tle creature! I will be her governefs I . . . I muft 
tell her this in Italian. In fhort, as all this dif- 
courfe had pafled in French, the child did not un- 
derftand one word of it."^ Adelaide^ embracing her 
tenderly, faid, I am going to be your Mamma.-— 
Shall I ? At the word mamma^ the poor little thing 
wept bitterly, and cried, I have none I Adelaide 
fell on her neck, and, taking her in her arms : m 
Mamma will be yours, fhe laid— The child th' 
looked at me, her eyes ftill full of tears : i' 
true, faid (he, that lihall remain with you alwa 
She afked this qiieftion with fo much (implicit 
tender an air, and fweet a tone of voice, that 1 
'it tothebottftnofmy heart— Yes, replied!, 
(hall never leave us.— Thefe words made Ade 
as happy as the child, and morefo, when I 9 
that I was really determined to keep her b 
fhe appeared to be as fenfible as (he was prr 
But, Mamma ! faid Adelaide j you have p 
alfo that I (hall be her governefs.— We f 
that, anfwered I ; we will talk about 
evening. — At half paft eight, when the 
gone to bed, I had a long converfation o^ 
jea with Adelaide. — Was you ferious, fa 
you defired to have the care of this little 
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Yes, indeed,'^ Mamma, I doat on children, and 
. . . But you are yqurfelf little more than a child! 
you are but thirteen years and an half old . . . My 
dear Mamma has fometimes faid, that I have a 
good dealoffenfe for my age . . . That is true ; 
but do you think that you are capable of educating 
a child ? . .. . No, Mamma, I am not fo vain ; 
but I think, that with your advice and afllftance 
there is nothing one cannot do — if I had a fifter 
of that age, furely I could be of fome ufe ; for 
my own amufement, I fliould teach her fome 
things ; I would make her read ; I would tell her 
little ftories, and, if (he was inattentive, I would 
rebuke her mildly. For inftance, if fhe fhould be . 
inquifitive, I know by heart all that I fhould fay 
to her, I would tell her all that has happened to 
me at the vigilia deUe quarente and the Bamholina 
Francefe . . . All that would avail nothing, if you 
did not fet her a good example. How would (he 
know that (he ought to be attentive/ if (he fees 
you draw without attending, and play on the harp 
without looking at your notes ? . . • Mamma^ in 
general, I do attend . . . Yes, in general, I own 
you do ; but good examples muftbe (hewn con- 
(lantly to have a proper cfFefl: . . . The fear of 
fpoiling a child by fetting a bad example will 
be a fufficient reafon for me to conduft m3rfelf 
well . . . That may be, and I am rather inclined 
to let you make the trial . . . Oh ! Mamma, do, 
I conjure you ! ... It is very likely that you will 
fome time or other be married, and the mother of 
a family ; if that happens, you will then have 
gained experience, which will be very ufeful to 
your children. You have goodnefs of heart and 
generofity j I am certain, therefore, that, though 

A 2 you 
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you are very young, you are convinced of tlieiin- 
portantdutyofaGcjvcrnefs. I repeal to you, that 
It is all comprired in thhonepo'mt,alwaytla/(lex- 

cmpht if tkafe virtufi you require in othert , . . 
I (hall be watchful of myfelf . . . You will do 
right, for nothnig is more Ihocking than to fpoil 
and corrupt a child born with natural good difpofi- 
tions .... The bare idea makes one tremble.— - 
You will one day be aceoimtable to God for the 
mihappinera of that child; He will fay, "\ created 
" her good, and thauhajl made her •wicked ; at the 
" fame time, barbaroui, impinus, and facrilegioui ; 
" thou fiajl fpoiUd and disfigured my work : there is 
" no punifbmrni tin fevere far thee." . . . Oh, 
Heavens ! — but at the fame time there is no re- 
ward that a mother like mine has not a right to 
expeQ; in faying thefe words, Adelaide gently 
touched my fiice with her's, and I felt her tears 
run down my. cheeks . . . You frighten me. 
Mamma, faid (he, I dare no longer with to be 
concerned in the education of this charming Utile 
girl . . , You are too fenfiblc how facred this 
duty is ever to negleQ it ... . Mamma ! do you 
really think fo !— What joy you caufe me ? . , . 
Befides, if this child (hould become dear to you 
. . . Oh ! I (hall love her palTlonately ! . . . Well, 
it will coll you nothing ; in endeavouring to make 
herperfefl, you will infenfibly correfl your own 
faults . . and the defire of deferving your confidence 
and of contributing to your happinefs .... I 
underfland you ; I will watch over your conduS, 
I will give you advice, and I deliver the care of this 
child entirely lo you . . . Intirely, Oh! my God! 
, Yes, that is to fay, (he rfiall fleep in your 
room. 
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room, fhe Ihal! not quit you, flie (hall play in ihp i 

clofet where you ftudy ; at your leifure hours you ' 

(hall teach her thofe little things (he is capable of " 

comprehending. You (hall in time procure for 
her thofe mafters that you think ueceflary ; and 
you will, in ftiort, be her mirtrefs, her Govcr- 
nefs, and her mother ! . . . Her mother ! poor 
httie thing, can I deferve the name of mother I 
. . . Yes, without doubt, if you fupply that place 
, . . She will then call me Mamma, oh I I with it 
were to-morrow thatfhe could fay fo ! — Mamma, 
you muft tell her that (he muft obey me, and call 
me Mamma ; for perhaps (he will not believe m?. 
— I am forry I am fo little of my age ; if you 
would let me wear high heels, 1 (hould appear more 
refpeftable ... It is true, you have not a very \ 

Ilriking figure, but reafon, application, and mild- 
nefs will gain you as much refpefl *is high heelf.. I 

After this converfation Adelaide *eiit to bed, 
but not before (he had looked at her little charge, 
(who was in a found fleep) at the rifle of wakeing 
her, (he embraced her feveral times, and doubl- 
lefs dreamed of her during the night. — Early the f 

next morning, even before I was up, (he came to 
me leading her child, and told me (he had given 
her a new name, as (he did not like her own.— 
She calls her Ermine, hecaufe (he is extremely 
fair, and her manners extremely mild.— Brw/w is 
already accuftomed to her little Mamma, and obeys ] 

her ftriflly. — Adelaide, on her fide, tliinks of no- * j 
thing but fetting her good examples ; (he makes j 

her read, Ihetrandates my little (lories into Italian, 
that (he may undei^nd them ; and (he has defired | 

^Painville to teach her to draw.— Such, my dear , 

friend, are the fimplc means I take coiie\s&k.\ fiA.',~ 
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hide capable of bringin<x i»poncday or other her 
eldeft daughter. She wi!l pnff this important ap- 
prenticefliip under my own eyes ; and it will not 
interfere with any of her other employment?, be- 
caufc (he has only to attend to a child, whofc age 
requires no other care than toconcQ her if fhe 
fpcaks amifs or if (he fails in mildnefs and docility. 
— Ermine draws by the fide of Adelaide y who will 
not fuffer her to look off, and piques heifelf on fct- 
ting her an example of atttntion.— We are deter- 
mined that Ermifie fhall not learn mufic ; we would 
have her know all forts of work ; write and caft 
accounts perfectly; underftand French as well at 
Italian, and have a competent knowledge of Hif- 
tory, — As (he will not play on any inftrument, (he 
may always follow her ftudies in Adelaide*^ apart- 
ment, witliout difturbing htL^-^Adelcidcy bv ob- 
fervingher withca^^e, will learn to know children, 
their inclinations, their little tricks ; in prefiding 
over her ftudies (he will be accuftomed to be dili- 
gent; (he will become more attentive, morefaga- 
cious j more patient ; in (hort, the dcfire of bein 
well thought of and efteemed by her pupil w 
make her corred many little faults in herfelf, a 
ripen her underftanding. 

The Roman Ladies, my dear friend, are in 
neral tieitlier hand(bme nor well drefTed ; they 
no rouge, nor white and yellow powder, as I 
been told— they have a ftronc diflike to perfu 
and never ufe any ; and, as they know the Ff 
women are always very much perfumed, wher 
think they (hall meet any, they fill their 
with little green leaves to prevent them 
fmelling-— I own, I was a It tie fur prized th 
time I faw this green appearance half out 
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nofes of all the women — Adelaide did not fliew the 
leaft aftoniflimient at this cuftom, for, fince the 
Veillee des quarante, nothing feems to furprize 
her. 

At Rome, it is a great mark of politenefs to 
place the mod confideraWe perfon backwards in 
your coach.— Jott would be unhappy he|e, becaufe 
it is not cuftomary to drive faft ; they tllink it be- 
neath their dignity ; and they never flop in the 
ftreets ; if they have any orders to give to their 
footmen, they receive them as they walk flowly 
on. — When the manners are corrupt, faftiionmuft 
neceflarily feel it. I cannot give you an idea of what 
is here called gallantry, nor of the general manner 
in which they exprefs themfelves. — The man of 
fafliion, (peaking of a woman, defcribes her very 
familiarly— as La Marfefcotti^^La Paleftrina^^^La 
Barberiruij &c.— ^Wit is perhaps more common 
here than in France ; but there is no civilized 
country where education is fo negleQed, and ig- 
norance lb profound. Befides, as in all parts of ' 
Italy, all the great Lords, whofe palaces are (b 
fumptuous, live like little citizens. It is true, that 
they are/ond of often tation, and that on particu- 
lar occafions they difplay great magnificence ; but 
otherwife, they have fcarce a dinner or fupper ;— Jfe 
no eflablifliment ; and think themfelves well lighte<f^ 
by a fingle candle ; and that they live well on half 
a crown a day.* With regard to jealoufy, they 
pretend, that it now exifls only among the lower 

people, . 

* In all GretV houfes', you find at the door of the apartment 
a man drefled in blac^r ; with a long white crava^, who is a Hnd 
of Swifs fervant,and at Rome is caHed aDEC an. The Cardinals 
and Nobility have alfo a perfon to do the honours of their hoii- 
fcs, whom they call a Gentleman, and who commonly is tm 
The Cardinal Mazarine was fuch a Gentleman at Rc^tcvt. 
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people, whopofllefs it to a terrifying extreme; for 
here they ftab, inftead of boxing as at Paris— You 
Cannot imagine how common murders are at Rome. 
The aflaflin is always favoured by ihe people. Ail 
the fhops and houfes are open to him ; and he 
faves himfelf in one of the Churches, where he 
finds an afylum as fafe as it is facred.— Are thefe 
the Romans which Hiftory celebrates ? Is it the 
climate which produces thefe manners ?— It is the 
form of Government which does every thing. 

Adieu, my dear friend, embrace Cmifiantia for 
me, and tell her that I will certainly anfw^r her 
pretty letter by the firft poft. 
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T^he Vifcounteff to the Baronefs, 

I AM alfo going to travel, and I fet out on 
Monday for Spa ; my Phyfxcian wiftied to fend 
tne to Plombier^s, but I affured him that place is 
jtf f n tirefome it would be death tome ; and that I had 
^a great defire to fpend fome time at the Spa ; which 
he not only confented to, but ordered me thither im- 
mediately. I propofe taking Madame de Falcy with 
me, whofe health is really much impaired fmce her 
mifcarriage ; otherv/ife I fhould not have thought 
of indulging the extreme defire fhe has of taking 
this journey ; for her late proceedings have in- 
tirely overcome the blind affeftion I once had for 
her. I expcS to meet many acquaintance at the 

Spa, 
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pSpa, particularly Chevalier d'Herhain, who let out 

• for that place yefterday, and took Porpktry with 

him, as they are now infeparable ; a Ifo Madame (/e 

Bkfic, and her daug^hter-in-iaw [he little Counters 

■ jinattlle, MonCVOJla/ij, and Madame i/e Gerffw- 
t nil, who has been returned only three months to 
\ Paris, but fays her regard for Madame (/f fa/rjt is 
I, heronly motive for going Co the Spa, as (he mu ft 
I be near her ; fothatconneflion is again revived, — 

But never was divine friend(hip fo much in fafliioti 

■ as at prefent ; for the women are always together; 
-f even at fupper, they run and place themfelvcs ney 
I 'each other in order to avoid the men, and if one 

unforiunatelyflips among them, the whole fel are 
difconcerted and Ihew vifible marks ofdifpleafurt in 
their countenances ; however, fome people will 
maintain, that they are as envious and fatyrical as in 
our time ; and that the men are not eHentially worfe 
treated than they were eighteen years ago. — Oh I 
but, my dear, have you heard that the prettj-, riie 
grave, the infipid Madame de N ■ ■ - - has a male 
friend ? Undoubtedly you will be furprifed to hear 
me fo pofiiively" accufe a perfon who has always 
had a good reputation ; but one may wiihout 
fcrupie mention Madame i/^ N • 'jconqucft, as 
flie talks of it herfeif to every one who will attend 
(o her ; otherwife, no woman, in my opinion, has 
a right to attack the charaflcr of another, even to 
her moft intimate friend. This free confefiion, 
however, is fappofed 10 do infinite honour to Ma- 
dame de A'——, and renders her perfrOly enga- 
ging; ail the world commend her fmceriiy, and 
think her integrity and honeft)- ought to excufe 
rvery fault ; m (hort, this lover has gained her 
admiration and friends innumerable. 

A 3 \^yt&. 
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Upon my word, this is an indulgence which 
puts one much at one's eafe, and will eftablifti an 
univerfal freedom, as people will now honeftly 
avow their faults and follies ; and I hope, in a 
(hort time, the dread of telling #£alfehood will be 
fo great, that villains and cowards will no longer 
conceal their cheats or their fears. And from the 
appearance of things at prefent, there is a profp^ 
of this happy revolution in our manners taking 
place. Iheard the other day, a man with whom 
70U are acquainted, prefumptuouily boaft, that he 
htd taken in two men at billiards ; he undoubtedly 
did not fay 7 robbed^ but as taking in^ is a fynony* 
mous term for cheating, there is all the reafon 
from this example to believe, thai the men will 
very foon equal the women in fmoerity. Farewell, 
my dear friend, my health is atready mended ; the 
very idea of going to Spa has revived me ; judge 
then the benefit I muft receive from the waters 
themfelves. 



i» 
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The Baronefs^s Aripw&, 



Ron 



\ . -r 



SO Uaen, now one is to confeis without refe 
that one ha$ a lover, suid this affurance is f 
VookeJ upon as franknefs and iGncerity !— Fw 
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ly, decency would fcarcely tolerate a weakners, 
«nd now imprudence excufts vice.—" Why t!oyou 
** fay (fays J. J. Rwjfemi) that modcfty makj-'s 
•*■ women falfe ? Are the moft abandoned more 
" fincere than others ? Quite the contrary, they 
' are a thouland times more falfe-, they acquire 
' this height of wickednefs by the vices which they 
' cannot divell themfelves of, and which cxifl 
' only by intrigue and falfehood."— ^' I know," 
ys RauUimt again, that women, wlw openly give 
' themfelves up to gallantry, make a merit of 
J ' this franknefe, and fwear that independent of 
If* that, nothbg is to befoundin them but what is 
' praife- worthy. But I know alfo, (hat on that 
' head none but fools will believe them— The 
' greateft rcrtraint on their f^x taken away, what 
' can deter them ! And what honour will they 
' value, having renounced that which particularly 
' belongs to them ? Having niaJe themfelves once 
' eafy. with regard to their patrons, they have no 
' occafion to refill them," Who can help being 
with ihe foRdity of reafoning in this fine 
^aifage in Emiliui ? 

. Adelaide becomes every day more fenfibic ; Er- 
' te contributes infinitely moie (iipn I do towards 
ming her. The other day, Adelaide, for the 
\ time fince Ermine has been here, did not draw 
fell, aiid all the timeof fchooling, fecmedabfent 
dcarelefs. When her lefloii w<i3 tinithed, l-faid 
her very low, you are negligent, youaregoin^ 
> ftt your daughter a bad example. — At thefb 
Words fhe looked up, and ijjen Teemed very thought- 
', — A moment after (Ke came to me and faid 
ud, Mamma, this is my play-time, 1 be^ you 
Pill permit me to employ it in drawing— Why ? 
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You have drawn your two hours.— Yes, my dear 
Mamma, but I have been unfortunately inatten* 
tive to-day ; I a(k you a thoufand pardons ; and I 
will repair my fault.-— Obferve, Enm'ne, faid I, 
what a charming example your little Mamma gives 
you.'-^Ade/iude is too young yet not to commit 
faults (bmetimes, but you fee how (he makes up 
for them, and therefore flie will certainly foon be 
without any. 

During this difcourfe, joy fparkled in the eyet 
of Adelaide^ and (he immediately brought ner 
porte folio, and for a whole hour applied to her 
drawing with the moft ileady attention.— You may 
fuppofe, my dear friend, that I am not a little 
pleafed with myfelf for having found fo (imple and 
eafy a way to improve her.— Belides, I alfo enjoy 
the fatisfa6Hon, which refults from doing a good 
a£lion, in preferving from mifery a poor little or- 
phan, who^ fate, without my afliftance, would have 
been ib unhappy. Shewasfelefted from an hun- 
dred others :— (heis really charming both itfperfon 
and difpofltion. Her firft education was very good ; 
(he was not even born in the fituation in which I 
found her. — ^A variety of accidents ruined her fa- 
mily ; and the death of her mother, who had tif 
fubfiftence but a fmall annuity for life, complete 
her misfortunes.— I prieferred an Italian child, b 
caufe it muft accufiom Jdelaide to that language.- 
The only -perfon in our houfe, who is not very for 
of Ermine is Mifs Bridget ; who holds the Italf 
language in high contempt, and has no idea t 
any one can wi(h to fpeak it, when he haf 
happinefs to underftand En^K(h ; fo that flie 
not know one word of it, which makes the jou 
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to Italy not very agreeable to her. — She is always 
angry with (he feivanis on accouni of their ridicu- 
/otf/^flrg-wi.— Her natural averiion for Dainvil/e is 
increafed, fince we have talked fo muchllaiian;— 
but we muft overlook all thefe little oddities, on 
account of her excellent qualities, and the exafl 
manner in which fliefeconds my plan. — Adieu, my 
dear friend ; I wait with impatience for your ac- 
count of Spa. I am fure you will recover your 
health, and be charmed with the life you !e>d 
there, " 



1 
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LETTER IV. 
Tie Bonn to tke Fi/ceunt. 

N>pla 



A KIND of epidemical diforder has haflencd 
our departure from Rome, and I fhall pafs the 
months of Anguft and September here. — You de- 
fired me to fend you fome account of the women ; 
I amfurpri/jsd you have not already received a 
letter I wrote to you from Rome, wherein I men- 
tioned nothing but the Roman Ladies.— It is faid 
that their manners are ftill more corrupt at Naples; 
however, I was at a ball yeftcrdaj , and I return- 
ed even edified by the conilancy of the Neapolitan 
Ladies.— They chufe a partner for the whole 
year, and during that time never dance with any 
ether ; yet they are faid to fliew their fidelity in 
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no other kind of engagement.— There is a woman 
here, of whom they tcU you adventures that ap- 
pear incredible, if they were not confirmed by 
people of probity: (he was at the ball yefterday, 
and (poke fevcral times to mv fon.— I obferved 
t\\^t ^lAeodore did not anfwer her with great polite- 
nefs — to-day I reproached him for it ; he replied^ 
Madame deD, is fo defpical)le ! . . . And, be- 
caufc (he is defpicable, would you appear to have 
received an imperfeS education ? Be(ides, in (hew- 
ing difrefpedl to Madame D. you fail in that po- 
litenefs you owe to more deferving women .. . . 
How fo ? . . . Certainly ! fmce Madame D. is 
admitted into company, you cannot be uncivil to 
her without being uncivif to all the Ladies of the 
party. Always remember, that a man of fenfe 
and delicacy (hould appear to behave with refpeft 
to all women ; and that he can never have the air 
of a man of diftinSion, if he takes any liberties 
even with the leaft amiable :— he (hould never 
feek the company of thofe he believes unwortliy, 
but, but in public he (hould ever treat them with 
deference— this condu6t will gain him the efteenr 
of thofe whofe intereft and acquaintance he ough 
to cultivate :— in ihort, believe me, it never be 
comes a man to appear to defpifc the other fex.— 
For example, what do you think of that your 
Frenchmaii whom we faw at Rome, and who 1 
followed us here ? . . . The Marquis tTHemey 
. . . The fame, does he feem amiable to you ? . 
I would not wilh to be like him ... he has v 
is not ignorant, and behaves well . . . But h 
ridiculous — Infinitely fo, that is true, becaufc 
is always treating women lightly and contemj 
j©ufly. He thinks that kind of familiarity gives ' 
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an airof eale, and that difdain is a mark of Tupe- 
riority ; he is miftaken, it only proves thai he i: 
fool, and has been ill educated . , . Yet 
fenfe, is not that furpri fin g ? . . . A bad educaiioi 
deftroys the fenfe, as it corrupts the heart . Hehn 
good parts ; his converfation is even fometimes 1^ 
lid. The artifts at Rome fay that he is ajudge of pi^ 
lures and ftatues ; or at leaft he talka well on thof^ 
fubjefls. He feems to be acquainted whh hiftorj 
how is it then that his company is fg little a 
Grable ? ... It is, hecaufe he is Co important, : 
he fpoiis all the good things he fays by a tone 6 
authority, a felf-fufficiency which is intolerable^ 
moflpeople, butin a youlhof twenty is abfolutew 
abfurd, impertinent, and ridiculous, 

You fee, my dear Vifcount, how much I et# 
deavour to difgull Theodore with pedantry ; for, as h 
youjuftly obferve, the more particular an educati- 
on is, the more neceffary it will be found to attend 
to this point ; and be aflured, that TheaJore at the 
age of twenty years will be as modeft and unaf- 
feSed as he will be well informed. — Our young 
men of this age are in general either completely 
ignorant or inlupportably pedantic i — they arejirjl- 
■ rate -uiitj and phikfiphers, or, knowing nothing, 
they deliver ttemfelves up to the moft diforderly 
lives :— This is the fatilt of their parents, who in- 
ftil no principles into them, orinfpire them with a 
foolifh preienfion to wit.-^l have feen a father, 
fenfible in other rcfpeft?, dillributc copiesof a let- 
lerfiom his fon of eighteen, written from his gar- 
rifon, upon a work of morality lately publifhed ; 
which fo elated the unhappy young man as to de- 
prive him of his fenfcA.— In like manner a father 
fends his fon at fixlecn intoforeig 
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bids him, ** Go, get inftru£lion, and ftudy man* 
** kind.**— He goes,— reiurnt— and fays, ** I am 
inftrufted,— I know tlie world." His own family 
believe him : he repeats with vanity and con&- 
dcnce all the common-place obfcrvations his Go- 
vernor has taught him.— He aflforts, that the En- J 
*^ lifh are deep ; the Italians ignorant and fuper- 
** ftitious ; the Spaniards barbarians ; he extols 
** Englifh liberty, and exclaims againft the Inqui- 
** fition." His parents llden to him with amaze- 
ment ; they admire, quote, praife, and in fhort 
render him for life an abfurd tirefome blockhead.-^* 
Will education never be improved on ? and will 
the bed difpofitions and natural parts be for ever 
given up to the vices and irregularities occafioned by 
A neglcCh of it ? 



LETTER V. 

The Baron to the Vifcount. 

Naples. 

THEODORE to-day gained fome credit, wh; 
was very flattering. He and I dined at the Pre 
Ambaflador's, where the beft company aflem' 
there were feven or eight people, three or fo 
them of diftinguiflied knowledge and wit ; of i;( 
two were Englifhmen. I had bufmeis witl 
Ambaffador, who took me after dinner int 
clofet. I left Theodore for near an hour wi 
company. At our return the converfatio 



oni 
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lateti, and on the fubjeS of literature : the 
Engljfhmen maintained againft the Marquis iPHer- 
nay, who pretended to underllniict, and againft two 
Italians, who really did underftand EngHfli, that the 
Paradife Loft was the lined poem in any living 
language. They told us, thaf to fupport their 
opinion they wished toquote many paflagesinlhe 
firft and fourth books, but their memories failed 
lem : they afted if the Ambaftador had a Milton ! 
Fo, faid he; butMonficur cPJlmane ufed to have 
by heart : he, perhaps, can afliftyou. My me- 
mory, replied I, is not fo good as it was ; my Ton 
mull make up for it. Every eye was now turned 
with furprife on Theodore, who had hithtrto hftened 
in filence to the debates; no one having applied to 
him. They exclaimed, Does your fon underftand 
Englifti ? From his infancy, replied I : and the 
lines you allude to being very remarkable, I am 
fure he recuJIefts them. Thiedare endeavoured to 
rrepeat them. He, bluftiing, recited near two hun- 
'idred verfes without a blunder, and with a juft En- 
Tifh pronunciation. Much praife was given to his 
memory, and more to his modefty. When alone, 
embracing him, I faid, you have given me great 
pleafure: I could not be vain of your repealing 
Milton ; a fool, had he learned it, would have done 
the fame j tt was your referve and modefty thai 
gave me fuch fatisfaflion : preferve thefe valuable 
qualities, thei; will increafe your fuccefs, and dif- 
srm envy- That merit which is boafted of will be 
ever queftioncd ; that which others difcover will 
iufure praife : for our own fakes, we Ihould endei- 
vour to get the better of thevain wifhof diljilaying 
our abilities and knowledge: without our taking 
any pains there will be opportunities enough OL 
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their being made public. Theodore agreed to the 
truth of this realbning, and frankly owned the fa- 
tisfa^ion my approbation of his behaviour gave 
him. Modefty is the only virtue in a young per- 
fon to be praifed with fafety ; other cbmmcndations 
fcrve to render men vain and afFeScd. How many 
are there, who by being extolled for their fmce- 
rity, eafe, knowledge, and politenefs, become blimf , 
forward, pedantic, and coxcomical ? Modefty 
cannot be made too much of ; nor is it poiTible^ 
fince in the greateft extreme it cannot degenerate 
into a vice : place her in the moft amiable light to 
your pupil, and never fear that he can follow her 
too far. 

I am determined, my dear Vifcount, to ftay fix 
months longer in Italy, and not to return to France 
this autumn. I fpend the winter at Rome, and 
leave it by the end of February ; pafs a month at 
Florence, the fame at Turin, and I (hall be in 
Languedoc in April : where I fhall refide fevcn or 
eight months : come to me there, if you can accor* 
ding to our old engagement ; if you cannot, 1 will 
come to you at Paris. After an abfence of two 
years^ I cannot refift the defire of feeing you, and 
of prefenting Theodore grown, well formed, and 
as amiable as poifible for one of his age. This dear 
fon !— Who, I hope, will one day be yours.— 



LETTER VL 

The Vifcount efs to the Baronefs. 

OH ! this charming Spa ! I (hall be ill eve 
year in order to be fent hither ; every thing is he 



ON EDUCATION. 19 

to be met with ; variety of company, play, en- 
tertainment, diffipation, or retirement ; in fhort, 
per{e6k liberty ; were you here, nothing would 
then be wanting. In the mean time I have got a 
new friend ; for how is it poffible to appear 
at the watert without one ? She is a perfon I was 
acquainted with about fifteen years ago but at that ' 
time I had not an idea I could ever like her : 'tiar- 
Madame de L , and now we agree perfectly : 
I never queftion any of her pretenfions, which, by 
the bye, do not at all interfere with mine. Bter 
great pleafure is to difconcert moft people, or thofe 
who are juft entering the world ; fhe is delighted 
at having a harfli voice, which is really enough to 
frighten the moft courageous ; and from inclination 
(he has adopted a blunt manner of expreffing her- 
felf, with a pouting angry countenance ; and her 
great joy is to find that fbe diftreffes people, and 
that they fear her. Now, as I wifti to pleafe, ra- 
ther than produce all thefe grand effeSs, we fuit 
each other perfeSly ; but, in truth, notwithftand- 
ing all her odd ways, fhe has many amiable qua- 
lities ; for (he poftefles a great and feeling mind, 
is extremely frank, and has a fine underftanding ; 
(he is a perfon you would avoid, were you only to 
have a tranfient view of her ; butihe attaches you, 
when you know her better. 

We have alfo another French woman, Madame 
de Rainvilkf but I have no acquaintance with her ; 
flie neither attrafts you at firft fight, nor attaches 
you on a nearer acquaintance ; (he is never one 
inftant firee from affefkation, is naturally infipid, 
trivial, and filly ; - but has undoubtedly been told, 
that, when people are tired themfelves,' they are 
fbreto tire others ; and fhe is fo deeply fh-uck with 
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this maxim, that (he appears eternally entertained ; 
confcquently, (he is paflionately fond of every 
thing : mufic, dancing, pubhc diveifions, walk- 
ing, family-parties ; in (hort, any thing delights 
her ; (he fets up for anepicure,and values herfclf for 
not having a fingle liking in a moderate degree ; (he 
is 2^ fire and enthufiafmy and difputes with warmth 
and vehemence. She is an eternal talker, never lift- 
ens, underftands nothing ; nuts herfelf on the rack 
to rcrfuade you (he has feeling, and a ready wit ; 
and only is able, after all her endeavours, tocoa* 
vince you that (he is troublefome, ridiculous, and 
indeed infupportable : (he tires me to death, and 
makes me almoft take an averfion to thofe things 
I like beft : the other day we dined at the water- 
fall of Coo ; Madame de Rainville was in fuch an 
extacy, and praifed with fo much energy the w^ter, 
the verdure, and even the fun which burnt us ; and 
accompanied her words with aflions fo expnfflve 
and animated^ th»t (he has given me an averfion, 
which perhaps I (hall never get over, to rivers, ca(^ 
cades, and dinners on the grafs. 

Monfieur d*OJiaUs arrived laft week at the Spa^ 
and dines moft days with us : I Tpend my time al(b 
with Madame de Biefacy the little Countefs AnatoUe^ 
and Chevalier ^Herbain^ and my new friend Ma* 
dame de L I often go to Vauxhall, and 

I carry Conjlantia to dance there : we walk on the 
mountain of Annette and Lubin ; but it hurts our 
paftoral ideas to find Annette very plain, and Lubio 
felling beer*. I return home at nine o'clock, my 

little 

^ This mountain is fo caHed after two peafantSy who wera 
united about fifteen or iixteen years ago by a Frenchmaji^ 
who named them Annette and I^bin^ and built for them a 
pretty little farm on the top of One of the liSls which fuiroiudl 
Spa. 
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little fociety are then aflembled, and we converfc 
tilt midnight ; for I have not the fimplicity togd 
to bed at ten, and rife with the fun, in order tor 
drink the waters, which I like much better to have 
before I am up. — They tell me, indeed, they are 
qiorewholefome at the fountain: now, in my opi- 
nion, nothing is wholefome that thwarts my incli- 
nation. ■ 

I am lefs diifatisfied with Madame de Vaky fmce 
I have been here ; that is, with her outward ap- 
pearance and behaviour. As to her affettion— l 
ought no longer to reckon upon that ;-— but, how- 
ever, (he is only two and twenty ! — (he is (lit! 
young 1 — Oh ! how the heart of a mother is ready 
always to forgive ! 

Farewell, my dear friend, you will be equally 
happy in Adelaide and in TheeJorf, and youdeferve 
to be fo. I envy your felicity, but at the fame 
time believe me it kHens my afHi£tions. Yes, I 
enjoy your happinefs, as much as I pride myfclf i 
virtues and friend(hip. 



I 
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73f Vifiount to the Barm. 
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YOU will now be fatisfied, my dear Baron; 
I have at laft for ever broke with Madame <le Ger- 
vitle. She has deceived me in an affair in which 
ilie appeared defirous of ferving me, and {he facri- 
ficed me in the moft (hamcful and barefaced man- 
ff. I confefs I find myfelf ata k)fs, as for at leaft 
feven 
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fcvcn years, I have had, in fa£k, no other fociety 
than hers. I know what you will fay, return to 
your family again^ and reconcile yourfelj with your 
wife, I know the amiable qualities of Madame 
de Limours ; but I am deterred from doing this by 
the trouble of getting acquainted with Arr ; for we 
nre become abfolute ilrangcrs to each other. 
However I promifc you to try what can be done. 

All the world are returning from Spa. It is 
faid M. (fO/7tf//j has (hewn a great afTcQion for the 
\oun^ Counters Jnatolle\ but they do not think 
ihc returns it ; (he is very young to determine fo 
quickly ; flie is only feventeen : but they fay that 
part of her acquaintance very much approve tliis 
arrangement, and employ themfelves in trying to 
difpoie her to a choice which appeared to be the 
befl fhe could make of this kind. She loves her 
hufband ; but fhe is treated in fuch a manner by 
him that fhe cannot long preferve thofe fentiments 
fhe has for him. The Count Anatolle difdains the 
French j he only loves Foreigners, and to pleafe 
him they mufl be Rufllans, Englifh, or Polanders. 
My charming little Theodore will not have, thank 
Heaven, any of thefe fentiments. How impatient 
I am to fee him again I he approaches his fifteenth 
year ; at that age I was already in love, even to 
diftraQion, with one of my mother's women. Ma- 
demoifelle Adrieni^ whom I have fmce raifed to the 
degree of Chorus-finger at the Opera ; and by the 
time I was fifteen, I had fcaled the wall of my fa- 
ther's garden ten times to go and fee a little coun- 
try girl, whom I almofl loved as much as Made- 
moifelle Adrieni^ notwithflanding I had a very fe- 
vere Governor ; but fortunately he was deaf, and. 
a little inattentive. I efcaped without his being 

able 
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able to hear me and I deceived him wiihom his CaC- 
pcaing. In fliort, whatever precautions he had 
taken, I am fiirc I Ihould have found the means of 
efcaping his vigilance. How then do you do with 
Thendore, that child, fo fp rightly, fo lively, fo in- 
genious ? How is it thai he is ftill innocent ; in 
fliort, how have you conduQed yourielf lb as to 
be mailer of his inclinations, and always to be 
watching him without becoming troublefome to 
him I 



1 

for- I 
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T^he Barm to tie VifiounI, 






IN the firfl place, Madame cPA/mane has no 
handforae maids, nor am I either deaf or inatten- 
tive. One is not neceflkrily in love at fourteen, 
fifteen, or even fixteen years. At Ihat age you 
fay you were in love ; but you had equally a liking 
for Mademoifelle Adrieui, and for your little coun- 
try girl, which proves you had no real affedlion for 
either. Love depends chiefly on imagination ; the 
idea we form to ourfelves of this paflton gives it the 
power and influence it has over us. Ifwe look upon 
It merely as a temporary intoxication, aflFefting 
the head and not the heart, beauty alone will fc- 
tiuce us, and the illufion will not long continue.— 
This was your cafe : your imagination was heated, 
"' before 
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before you knew how to love. This firft experi- 
ence pcrfuadcd you, that thinking one woman 
handfomcr than another was to be in love. The 
confequcncc was your giving yourfclfup to a thou- 
fand temporary raptures ; a great many intrigues 
and not one fettled attachment. On the other 
handy I would have my pupil be convinced, that 
when beauty, accompliihments, fenfe and virtue 
are united in the objeS of his paflion, it will create 
the happinefs of his life. I would have him think 
It may laft for ever ; or at lead, if time fliould 
weaken it, it would leave in his heart fo tender a. 
friendfhip and fo fwcet a remembrance, that he 
would never r^ret the paflion of love, or wifli again 
to experience its effeSs: With this opinion, my 
pupil will not be fond of two perfons at the fame 
time ; and he will be in love but once in his life. 
—He will be difficult and nice in his choice ; but 
he will be invariably fixed. Love being a natural 
illufion in our youth, the preceptor ought to make 
this paflion ferve to the happinefs and honour of 
his pupil. A liking may be violent enough to lead 
one aftray, to difgrace, to ruin one ; a proper paf- 
fion may lead one to great anions. The one may 
induce us to do extravagant things ; may caufe us 
in the firil impulfe of paflion, to make ereat facrifi- 
ces : the other alone is capable of leading us on to 
deeds which require perfeverance. That woman^ 
who faid to her lover be ftlent for two years ^ and 
was obeyed, had infpired a paflion, and not a liking 
only. Every thing is to be expefted from a fenti- 
ment of which we are only fufceptible in the flower 
of our age. A fentiment produced by a warm 
imagination, which efteem and friendfliip fhould 
render as fweet as it is folid and violent. I well 

know 
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I;now that one may paflionalely love a contempi 
ible objefl ; btit ihis is the misfortune of ihofe who 
are weak, narrow-miiidcd, and dLfpicable them- 
fflvcs, or who are miQed Iii ihcir choice. It is c!~ 
confequeiice for a young man ml to begin with a 
iihing, which will rob him of his principles and 
pru«Jence. A virtuous paflion fhould force him 
from infenfibiliiy, of which he will not be fufcept- 
ible till he is eighteen. How can lie be preferved 
till that time from litlle flights, which do not touch 
the heart ? Watch Iwm attentively, guard his in- 
nocence, dp not fiitfer him to be onemomenlidlcj 
aiid believe that his imagination wilt not figure to 
him any thing you would wifli concealed. You 
*kill fay, is it poflible to preferve a young man in- 
nocent to the age of eighteen ? I am feiifible it is 
not the prefent cuftom, though it was ilie cuflom 
formerly ; and even now Princes, more afliduoufly 
looked to than other young men, come out of the 
hanAof their Governors without the knowledge 
of love or any thing refembling it. You afle me, 
how 1 contrive to he thus watchful over my fon, 
without difgufting him ? Eecaufe he ts not confcious 
of being moTc ftriflly attended to than he was ^t 
fix years old. He lias always flept in n cloftt wittlut 
my room, and even in it, when on a Journey.—^ 
Tnls is no conftraint on him ; I have even maco 
il agreeable to him. He !s by nature conimiuije.i- 
tive ; he hkes talking ; he has an unbounded c«iifi- 
dence in me ; but he has fo many ftudies, pmli- 
ciilacly for tJiefe laft two years, that we feldoni 
havcm the day time any opportunity of a rcE-ulai 
ditbourrc. I have promifed to converfe with him 
every night after we are in ted. thmd'jr/- 
having always a number of things to talk i 

VOL. 111. B ihou^J 
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about, waits for that time impatiently ; and with 
tlR- greater catiorncfb, by my telling him often in 
tlu- (iay, tliat 1 have feme few fecrets to impart. I 
never fail to add, ^fhcre is not time now to inform 
yiu oj them ; at tiis^ht you Jhall knoiu them. Theodore is 
dclly:hted with bed-time; halfuiidrcft, he whifpert 
me a queflion. I refufe to hear it, prudence not per- 
mitting me to talk of things of that confequence be- 
fore my Valet dc Chambre. Theodore y with a grave ■ 
air, gives me a U^n of approving my difcretion, but 
haftens me to bed ; when we are there, lighted by a . 
fmall lamp which gives the appearance of twilight, 
our fecrets begin it is then we indulge' the pleafure 
of a free convcrfation. We often fpeak both toge- 
ther, or mutually a(k each other queftions with . 
equal eameftnefs and curiofity. This is the more 
agreeable, as we have no reafon to fear interrup- 
tion. Befides, I take care always to appear at this 
time more gay, more caA', and more aflfe&ionate 
than at any other part ox the day. If he has^y 
thing to accufe himfelf of, he chufes this time- 
In fhort, thefe ni:>dumal entertainments are fo de- 
lightful, that he often declares his extreme regret 
at the thoughts of ileeping in another room at our 
return to France. He talked of it yefterday. I 
tolcf him, that I too fhould be forry to be deprived 
of them, but we muft contrive to difcourfe in the 
day . . . O I Papa, what diflference ? . . . You 
do not find me then fo good-humoured, is not that 
it ?— I am convinced. Papa, that you are always 
kind ; but in the night ! You appear then to love 
mebeft. You make me more your equal . • • No 
doubt, when you have behaved well, I muft likr 
you better at the end, than at the beginning oi 

middle 
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middle of the day ; you have given me twelve fa- 
tisfaflory hours complete . . . Dear Papa, let 
me lay in your room at B.'s at Paris . • . You 
make a very reafonable requeft truly : you would 
have me go to bed at your hour , . . True, but you 
have don^'^s much for me before ; befides, I am 
almoft fifteen ; when we leave Italy, we (hall go 
,to Languedoc, and ftay fix months there ; in the 
country, as well as on our travels, you always went 
to bed when I did . . » . Very well ; but at 
Paris ? . . . When we get there, I (hall be near 
fixteen, and you will allow me to fit up a little 
later . . . Yes, till half pad ten . . . Let it JDe ele- 
ven • . . Our converfation in bed lafts an hour, and. 
your matters come early . . . Th^ is true, you will 
be obliged to go to bed at half after ten . , How ! I 
obliged ? . . . Yes, my dear P^pa, you will not 
refiife me what makes my chief happinefs . . . 
Confider it is unprecedented at Paris to go to bed at 
ten. I muft give up all company . . . Yoti will be 
glad of the excufe ; you do not love the world . . . 
I regret it no*t when I give it up for you ; but I 
like it v/hen I am in it. I am refolved to return into 
it to introduce you, and that will be foon . . . For 
example, when I am feventeen, there will be no 
reafon againfl: my fleeping in your room . % . That 
I allow . . . Well, Papa, you, who are fo kind, will 
not refufe to abate me eighteen months, which are, 
in faft, but fix ; for we fhall fpend the reft in the 
country, and at the regiment I am to belong to . . 
Well, well, chatterer, go to fleep : I will think 

of It. 

You fee, my dear Vifcount, that it is not with- 
out reafon I grant as a favour what I moft wifh. — 
' \i Theodore was once to fufpeQ his fleeping in H\o. 

B 2 v.\cv\- 
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fame room with mc was, tliat I might be a fpy on 
his aSionSy he would look u|H>n my apartment as 
a prifon, and me as on a tyrannical jailor. It is 
thus that the fame precautions, taken inconfide- 
rately or prudently produce ufeful or pernicious ef- 
fects. I do not deceive myfeW; for I know that • 
^fkeodore will one day find himfelf on a fudden under 
reflraint from this eneagement. I (hill cafily p«r- 
cciye this change in his mind by his indifference.— » 
I fhall have forefeen this event, and of courfe be 
prepared with fure means of preferving my au- 
rhority over him as (bong as ever ; you mall know 
them when this happens. 

I was acquainted before with the quarrel between 
you and Madame de Gerville ; and you ought to 
have received my letter, in which I owned niyielf 
not furprifed at her treacherv. Since I have lived 
in the world, I have never found a (ingle inftance 
of a peHbn given to intrigues who(e friendihip might 
reafonably be depended on. 



LET- 
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LETTER IX. 

Madame iTOjiaJu to lie Baroneft. 



V 

V/ill no/ hffue me ; the fancy which poflcfiecf him 

•will not become a paffinn : I have foilowet! your ad- 
vice, and I have regained all ray happinefs. I lold 
yoii in my tetter from Verfailks, that I had only 
fufpicions J hat I was fooii out of doubt. It feeras 
as if his atiadiment to nie, fofolid and fo lading, 
had wearied every one of our acquaintance ; for his 
change appeared to create univerfal joy. I 
fawthis malignant pleafure Qiine through the lefti- 
monies of concern that many people gave me on 
this occafion ; ihey wifhed to appear as if they 
pitied me ; they feigned to be alleiled with my 
condition, and they had in reality no other motive 
for their condiifl than that of acquainting me with 
an event, at which they thought, perhaps, my 
felf-Iove would be ftill more hurt than my heart ; 
but thefe envious and malicious people have been 
deceived in their intentions. I appeared not to un- 
derhand their infmualions, and not to believe their 
pofitive aflertions. Some laughed al my credulity j 
others thought I affeQed it in confideration of M, 
d'OJlalis. — In general, my condufl: has been much 
approved, and yet I was not without grief and in- 
qnietnde; I faw M. ^OJIalii really \a love with 
fhe moiV charming perfon who has appeared in the 
world thefe ten years ; it is true that I obferved no- 
thing in the Countefs Anatallc, which could en- 
courage the paflion flie has infpired ; but Ihe is only 
'Tireen, very much incenfeJagainft her hufbanti; 
Ihe 
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11k is natuidllv tender, and all her mother-in-law** 
loci..ty vifj hi y countenance Monf. ^'Oy//i/i/. Ma- , 
4 i Lime de Blefacy equally deficient in undcrllanding f 
111(1 puiiot ration, and full of the mod ridiculous 
Miniiy, thinks it imiH-fllhlc ihat a young periony 
who haa the he nour of buing Ikt daughtci -iiv-law, 
oan ever take; a lover; and really hclicves M. tic 
O/Li.'ir only goes to her houfe- for'the fake of being 
i>i' lier party at picju.t. 1\ light^.*d with his ailuluity 
:iuicomplaifancf, (he is continually commending 
liim ; fo that the Counlcfs Afut'JIe hears eternally 
the praifcis of a m:ui with whe»fe fentiments flie is 
dcubtlcfs acquainted, and a nun too whcfe amia- 
ble qualities are nifficiently apparent without any 
l-ody's taking pains to point thi^m out. I refleStd 
a longtime, and at laft determined not to alter my 
pad condu6^. I beliaved to M. (TOJialis with the 
fime conformity, the fame miliincfj*, the fame de- 
fire of pleafing and attracting him ; only I go 
mucli feldomer to Madame de Blcpc'Si and ccafe 
intirely fpcaking of the Counttfs Jn.itoUe» As her 
mother-in-law trufted her often with me before the 
journey fo Spa, and as flie came to hreakfaft with 
me two or three times a week, it was impofTiblc to 
ceafe wholly receiving her at my houfe ; but I no 
longer feek thufc opportunities, and put them oflF^ 
iis much as poilible without appearing to do it pur- 
pt)fely. When I am v.ilh her, I always treat her 
with the fame friendlhip ; which is very cafy for 
me to do, as I have naturally a great liking to 
her. M. d'OJldlis well knew! faw thro' his heart: 
his embarraflment was redoubled ; he faw 1 3^a8 
determined not' to complain or queftion him, he 
' began to feel himfelf much in the wrong ; his pat 
. ficn ftruggled witli his repentance, and for an in- 

ftant 
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ftant ftifled his. natural generofity. He thought, 
perhaps, I fecretly prided myfelf on my moderati- 
on ; he wifhed to leflbn the merit of it, and af- 
fe6^ed to think my mildnefs was occafione^d by in- 
difference : I then teftified my affe8:ion for him ; 
this was not what he expe6l:ed or wifhed ; by mak- 
ing him flill more culpable, I increafed his anger. 
His temper could not fail being very much altered 
by the violent agitations of his mind ; he became 
totally unlike Kimfelf; he faw my tears flov/ with- 
out being foftened ; he let me fee he fufpefled me ' 
of falfehood and hypocrify : I defired him to ex- ^ 
plain ' himfelf, which he refufed. Oh t how fe- '^^ 
verely I felt, in this dreadful fituation, the misfor- 
tuhe of being feparated from and deprived of you! 
I have friends on whom I can depend, but it is 
only in the bofom of my mother, my benefac- ^ 
trefs, that I can depofit fuch griefs ; to what other 
perfon on earth can I be permitted to acknowledge 
the wanderings and faults of an objecl fo dear to 
me ! My Sentiments are fo ' well known on this 
fubjeS, that thofe who have the greatefl friendfhip 
for me, Madame de Litnourf^ Madame de S ■■, 
arid the Chevalier d^Herhairiy have never dared to 
fay a fingle word to me on M. d'OJiaUs*s conduS ; 
very certain, that on this point they cquld not ob- 
tain my confidence. Such was my fituation, when ' 
I received your letter, which, at the fame time, re- 
vived and gave me the advice I flood in need of; 
I apprenended, that it was equally dangerous to 
afFe6l: indifference, or to fhew fo much fenfibility 
as to give myfelf up to pique and ill-humour ; I 
determined therefore to write a note toM. d^OJialis^ 
of which I here fend you a copy : 

" You fhun me ; you appear embarralTed when ,. 

" with 
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*^ with me; and why ? What rcproaclics i!o yoa 
** fear from a ix.Tfon who owcs you tin years of 
** hanpinofs ? And who, during that time has ne- 
'* vc:r ccafcd to be pcHlrtly hapny, till wiiliin thcfe 
** tiiieo months? I mull have- b'jon very ungrate- 
** ful, fliould I now think mvfdf i^cncrons: alus ! 
•* 1 have neither thv2 right nor tiie delirt to com- 
** plain with acrimony ; lam a friend who would 
'* lpe:ik and open to you her heart ... do not 
'* rcfiife me this, explanation ; I prcmife not to 
*' cjueftion you ; I only beg of ) ou to hear me.*'^ 
'i irs nore, by diflinating a little of M. d^Ofialiit 
c:nhnrraflinent, reitored him part of his generoii- 
ty ; he returned me an anfwer full of tendemef?, 
and yet without promifing me the converfation I 
folicited. The fame evening we fupped tc^ether 
at the Spanifh AmbafTador's ; the Countefs Anatolle 
was there, and I obferved thatM. d*OJlaUs did Qot 
dare to feat himfelf by her fide at table. I went 
away before twelve, and left him there ; for, iinoe 
his return from Spa, we never go together in the 
fame carriage. M. de P gave me his hand to 
the bottom of the fiairs ; and went out at the fame 
rime tlwt I did •, on turning into the ftreet Traver- 
iiere, one of the hind wheels of my carriage broke, 
and it overturned. The fliock was fo violent, that 
both glades were broke in a thoufaod pieces ; and 
one or the {plintcrs cut my forehead exceedingly. 
M. de P , who had followed me till then, (for 
he lives near me) flopped at the fame moment, got 
cut haftily, and, with the help of his fervants and 
mine, with fome difficulty took me out of the 
coach. He offered me his, to carry me home ; but 
I refufed it ; and as I was not many fteps from 
Madanae de S " ■ , I wall.ed there, and fo got . 

rid - 
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rid of M, P Madame ie S wa» 

not returned, and finding neither her horfes nor 
carriage at home, I i^ote to M. i^OJluUs^ to beg 
he woald fend me^-his \ and, not to alarm him, of 
make him think I wifhed him to come himfelf, I 
told him I was not hurt, but oniy a little frighten- 
ed ; and I jfbat this note by one of Madame dt S*s fer- 
vants wh^had not ieen me, and who knew nothing 
of th^Vcident. In about a quarter of an hour I 
heard a carriage enter t^ court ; and in a moment, 
the door of the room I was in fuddenty opened, 
and M. d^OJidis a{ypeared ; I aroie, but fcarce 
having ftrengthto &pport myieJf, I fell again into 
my chair. Figure to yourfelf, my dear aunt, the 
aftonifhment and terror of M. (TOJlalisy on feeing 
me covered with blood, pale, diihcyelledy and 
with a large wound on my forehead. He came to- 
wards me, and, clafping me in his arms, with lus 
face bathed in tears, afked me a hundred queftions 
at a time, but did not liflen to my anfwers : he 
rang all the bells, aflembled all the family, and 
fent for a Surgeon and Phyiician ; in the midfl of 
all this confufion, Madame de S returned 

with a Surgeon whom (he had brought with her ; 
one of her fervants having been to acquaint her 
with my ajccident, (he went immediately to feek 
for the help I flood in need of. The Surgeon 
found me feverifh, and faid i mufl be bled, but not 
yet for fome hours. Madame de S — — intieated 
me to flay where I was ; but I refufed, and returned 
home about two o'clock. When Mon£ d^Ofialis 
and I were feated in the coach, he all at once threw 
himfelf on his knees before me, and feizing one 
of ^y hands. Ah, cried he, this explanation 
whicliyou afked of me, wli^ «e>jQ>Qk.vtfi\.*\cv'a.^\v<^~ 
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ation ftill todcmanil it? .... What! interrupted 
I ; when you love me with the fame tendcmefs, 
when you have proved it to me in fo afFcfling a 
manner, do you think you Have not already refto- ' 
red me to happinefs? . . . But I am guilty, faid he 
in a low voice, if I have given you one moment's 
afflidion. At lead, do me the jufticc to believe^ 
that I amfenfible of my faults, and thatlearneftly 
wiili to atone for them I He pronounced thef^ 
words ia a manner which aflFeSed me fo%mich I 
could not anfwer him!— -I put my face to his, and 
embi aced him ; be took my hand, and kifled it 
with tranfport : you weep, cried he ; thefe fweet 
and innocent tears pronounce my pardon, without 
which I could not live, and which afford me equal 
joy and gratitude ; as he faid thefe words, the 
coach ftopt. ' Though I was very weak and much 
bruifed, I would not complain for fear of a(fe£Unj^ 
Monf. d'OJiaJis ; but he perceived how much I fur- 
fared, and, taking me in his arms, he carried me 
into my chamber. The next morning at fix o'clock, 
I was bled ; I had no ref urn of my fever ; my head 
w^as quite eafy, and I had no other illnefs than a 
fprain, which occafioned my keeping my bed for 
four-and-twenty houis. The fame evening I had 
a long cowverfalion with Monf. ^'0/?tf//V.— I know 
very well, faid I to him, that love is not a lafting 
paffion. I have never at any time in my life placed 
my felicity on fo tranfient a fentiment : doubtlefs, 
, It would be very pleafing to poffefs your affeSions 
intirely ; but I oxA^ depended on your friendfhip 
and confidence. I had flattered myfelf I (hould al- . 
ways remain your true and faithful friend ; and 
this was the happinefs I feared to lofe. Had you 
fucceeded in feducing a young, innocent, and fin- 

fible . 
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fible woman, had (he facrificed to you her reputa- 
tion and peace of mind, you woul^ have wiflied to 
make her happjr, fier heart being naturally good.— 
And what dehcate heart can content itfelfwith 
love f She would have ^en defirous of gaining 
your confidence and even your efteem. She would 
have faid to you : *^ You have ruined me ; you 
have deprived me of that virtue which I loved, 
and which I lament you have given-to my friends, 
** and to all who furround me, the dreadful right 
** of defpiling me ; and if you will not be my ' 
'** friendi what is to become of me, when you 
** ceafe to be my lover ?" What could you have 
been able to anfwer, faid I ; You would have pro- 
mifed all fhe demanded. Shdis amiable; flie has 
wit ; fhe would foon have obtained thofe fentiments 
of friendfhip and confidence of which I am fo jea- 
lous, and which my affeSion makes me worthy to 
poflefs intirely. Ah ! cried Monfieur d^OJialis^ 
be fatisfied you ftiall never fee me attached to any 
one who can make you uneafy. — Thefacrifice you 
afk from me is already made, and gives me no 
pain. Yes, I deceived m-yfelf in thinking I could 
prefer another objeft to you ; I knew not my own 
heart. — Ah, when it is you who are beloved, in- 
conftancy is nothing but an illufion ! 

You are fenfible, my dear aunt, I may depend 
on the promifes and the fincerity of M. d^OJialis : 
therefore you will judge all my uneafinefs is va- 
nifhed. It is now eight dap fince we had this con- 
verfation. I did not write to you before, becaufe 
I wiflied to tell you I was perfedly recovered. The 
wound in my forehead is almoft well, and will leave 
no fear ; in fliort, I am better than ever. I have 
not written to you fince my long letter from Vec- 
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failles, but in a concife manner, not being willing, 
at the diftance we arc from eadi other, to affli£k 
you with an account of my uneafineflfes, unlefs I 
could have been near to have confoled you. Now 
that I am anin refto^e(^tohappinefs, 1 can only 
enjoy it imperfeftty, becaufe you are ignorant of 
it ; and yet this happiriefs is the work of joar 
bands. I owe it to the education yon gave me ; to 
the huiband yea chofe for roe ; to the advice you 
have given me. Oh, my dear and tender bene- 
fadrefs I every moment of my Kfe, you are pre* 
fent to my remembraact. Every happmefa I enjoy 
is derived from you ; and this idea (hii increalcsmy 
felicity."— My teirt flow ; you will trace them on 
the paper, and perhaps you will mix your own 
with them.—- Adieu, my dear aunt I my heart ts 
full !-i-I can write nO more.— Adieu ; I fliail expe£t 
your anfwer with the utmoft impatience. 



LETTER X. 

Madame iOfidis to the Bartmefs. 

MONS. dfOftalis never behaved fo charmingly 
to me before : ne does not leave me ; we go out 
together; we have no longer two carriages ; in 
fliort, we are exaftly on the fame footing, as be- 
fore we went to Spa, except that Monf. JPOftalis 
fliews nje, iif poffibfe, more regard and afFeSlon. 
I forgot to tell you a little affair which paffed the 
day after my accident, and which leemed to make 

fomp 
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impreffion on him. Madame de S ■ . and 
.'hevalier d'Hfrbain vrere a( our houfe. Ma- 

de S was faying, that Monf. de P , 

had aliilled in railing up my carriage, and liaj 
ed me his own, was ill of a fever, and kept 
led. That is very natural, faid the Chevalier 

Itriain; he is ilt on account of ihe grief he felt 
jMadame d'Ofitlis' fituation, becaufe he is in 
fcwith her. Ah, faid Madame ^^S , 1 ara 
prmtd to hear it; Madame iTOJialii can no lon- 
^boafl, that no one was ever in love with her a 
^ent. Oh! cried I, I maintain it, Monf. 
' j^— — does not think of me. But, (aid the Che- 
ilier d'Herbain, interrupting me, it is ufelefs for 
ou to deny it ; for, ifMonf. de F- — loves you, 
is not your fauh ; however it is certain he does. 
ic rofe from his feat, and, fmiling, drew Moni^ 
'*OJia!h to the window, where they talked for a 
nomenl very low, and then went out together. 
n lefs than a quarter of an hour they relumed, and 
tth appeared to be much foftened. The Cheva- 
^Herbain came to my bed-fide, and kiflcd my 
"ith an air of fatisfaflion, which made me 
thii. if. iTOflaUs had jirfl informed him of 
-what n, fled hetween us, .-ind I conld not ima- 
gine whs ad been the caufe of this explanation. 
When M. (POJlalh and I were alone, he look a 
paper out of his pocket. The Chevalier d'Herbain^ 
faid he, who was glad of an opportunity to give 
me a leflbtij has (hewn me this letter, which he 
received this morning fr6m Madame de Limeuri. 
He defired me to read it, and it was as follows : 
" I have only fcen Madame if 0/?"j/y/ for one mi- 
I nulethis morning. I intendeddining with her, 
Aut I cannot go to her till fix in the evening. 
^ "Do 
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«* Do vou know that Monf. de P i% ill ? He 

** told a peifonof my adquaintance, who has juft 
** left him, that tlic accident of yefterday was the 
" caufc of his ilincfii ; for that he really feared for 
" the life of Madame tTOflalis. — He did not, 
** however, avow any particular attachment; but 
" the pcrfon who inform-jd mo of it, fays that he is 
" in love. In love with Madame tTOJialis^ cried 
" I ; then he is very ridiciilous ! . . . Oh I Ma- 
" dame iPOJlalis will now turn the heads of many 
" more people : fhe has loft that which keeps lovers 
" in awe— her huft)and's affcflions. This ex- 
" prefTion ftr4jck me ; make what u(e you pleafe 
" of it. What woman will now dare to flatter 
" herfclf with prcferving the tendernefs of hcr 
** hufband, fmce Madame d*OJfalis cannot.'* 

It appeared to mc, that what ftruck Madame de 
Liftiours fo much, had the fame effeS on Monf. 
d* Oft alts. At laft, my dear aunt, the winter ap- 
proaches, and gives me the profpeft of feeing you 
again in four or five months, as you have promifed 
me you will not prolong youiftay in Italy. Monf. 
cTJimen a,nd the Chevalier de Valtnont expeQ you 
with great impatience. The Chevalier condu6ls 
himfelf to a miracle ; you will find him perfectly 
formed ; he talks rather more than he did, but with 
the fame modefty which you admired fo much ; ho 
is lefs balhful, but appears always referved. Ma- 
dame de Valcy thinks no more of him :. her coquetry, 
is addreffed to another objeS,^an acquaintance 
made at Spa, an Engliflinvan, who ftays here all 
the Winter; a clumfy tall figure, very pale, ^and; 
very infipid ; yet he appears to gain general appro- 
bation, although his manners are rude and blunt ; 
which I fancy would fucceed very ill in our coun- 
trymen.—. 
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trymen.— In fhort, Madame de Valcy has learned 
Englifli ; and it is thought flie has already faid, / 
love you. This is very poflible, for (he does nqt 
fix any great value on tTiis expreffion. Her perfoa 
is much altered ; flie is exceffively thin ; .h€r fece 
has pimples on it; and (he is no longer pretty, 
though flip is only one-and-twenty : M^^ame de 
•J ^ * * is nine-and-twenty, and is ftill 4§^^bl8om- 
ing and as beautiful as flie was at eighteeii'^iSuSlb 
is the effe£); of innocence and a pure and tranquil 
mind*! I am convinced, nothing preferves beauty 
fo well as living a regular life. Adieu, my dear 
aunt ; I hope now that every ftep you take will 
bring you nearer to us ; and that your next letter 
will be dated from Florence. 



LETTER XI. 
T^he Baronefs to the Vifcountefs. 

WE fet out to-morrow, my dear friend, for 
Florence. It is impoflible for me to regret Italy, 
when I am returning to France; yet my departure 
from Rome will occafion fome melancholy emo- 
tions. You know my attachment to Monf. le 
C — de-^x : I cannot reconcile myfelf to the idea 
that I flijiH never fee him again. He enjoys here 
every mark of refpeft that high rank, fuperior ta- 
lents, great experience, a thorough knowledge of 
bufmefs and mankind, witji the moft fcrupulous 
integrity, can acquire ; he poflefles equally thofe 
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qualities which command our cilcem, and kfee vir* 
tues which gain our aflFe6^ions ; he has the art of 
uniting to the diznicy of a nerfon in office the na- 
tural and eafy behaviour oi the free converfatioa 
of a private perfon : he has neither ftate nor pe- 
dantry. (True dignity is derived from the Ibul, 
and owes nothing to aflFcftalion.) His face, his 
difcourfe, his air, indicates his charafler : by fee- 
ing him, you know what he is ; he poflefTes that 
happy and rare union of prudence and opennefs, 
of nobility and good-nature. I (halt, bcfidesy 
leave behind me at Rome the Count and Countefs 
de Belmire, whom I {hiiU always remember : Ade>- 
hide has a fincere regard fcr the Countefs, sod 
has been in tears thcfe two days. Mifs Bridget 
finds fault with a fenfibility of which fhe has not 
theleaft conception, forme is vciy defirous of re- 
turning to France ; and we, notwithflanding our 
regret at leaving our friends, pack up our clothes 
with good will, and rejoice in the thoughts of being 
at B * * * in three months time. You, my dear 
friend, promifed to be there to re-ceive me, and 
fpend two months with us ; but you do not men- 
tion Madame de Vaky : (hould it be agreeable to 
you to bring her, I flatter myfelf you are affured 
that it would give me pleafure. I depend upon M. 
de Litrmtrs ; I am fure of Madame d^OJialis \ and 
the Chevalier iTHipriii/ii writes that he will not wait 
for leave to vifit me after an abfence of two years ; 
fo long feparated from them, how delightful it wilt 
be to aflfemble all my deareft friends ! 

Well, I have finiflied another Work upon Edu* 
cation— be quiet, it is the laft. Sincerely, it is not 
for my own pleafure that I fpend my nights in wri- 
ting eighteen or nineteen volumes on the fiime fub- 

lea: 
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je£l ; a fprightly head and a female fancy are not 
eafily^ fixed down to fuch an employment! but I 
abfpiutely wanted thefe compofitions ; there were 
none ; I mode them. It is neceffary, before I ex- 
pfain the plan of them, that I fbould acquaint you 
with the refle£tion8 that'made me fee their ufeful- 
nefs, I figured to myfelf my dear daughter mar- 
ried at nineteen, -and gone out of my hands per- ' 
feGdy educated : 1 faw her poffeffed of excellent 
principles, found judgment, a polilhed underftand- 
mg, an upright heart, her chara£ler formed, and 
more experience than commonly falls to the fhare 
of others at five-and-twenty. 1 was convinced flie 
would love virtue, and that ihe would have a com- 
mand over herfel£ I feared neither bad examples, 
nor the power of the paffions : yet I forefaw with 
apprehenfion, that fhe would often hear in the 
world dangerous opinions maintained in a fubtile 
enticih^ manner, even by people without abilities, 
but abounding with all thofe deftru6kive principles 
which they have learned by heart from thofe con- 
temptible performances, which particularly for thefe 
laft twenty years, have perverted fo many weak 
minds. I faw Adelaide amazed, thinking fuch 
ftrong arguments unanfwerable ; compelled to ad- 
mire reafons whofe falfity her foul and conference 
bore witnefs to, and which her underftanding in 
vain fought to refute. Certain that nothing would 
tempt her to read the fcandalous books which open- 
ly attack religion and morals, how could I hope 
that (he might not wilh to gerufefome works, un- 
fortunately celebrated, which, containing the 
fame bad principles, are the more to be dreaded, as 
they may be read without fhame ? I dared to be- 
lieve, that the love of virtue would be fuflicientU 
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inftillcd into Adelaides heart to he always her 
guide, even without the afilftancc of reafon : but it 
grieved me, that ftiemighi T»ciiiaps nt times have 
mclancholv doubts with regard to the m oft pic a fin g 
and comfortable tnith?.— I^ow vas I to prcve?it 
thefc dangers ? Was fhetoread at fifteen the books 
I juft mentioned, for me to difcover to her the falfe, 
though fubtle reafon s they contain ? But fuch a re- 
futation is of too great confequcnce, and would 
occupy one's thoughts too mucli to be pcfllhly ef- 
fected in reading faft with her ; bcfides the lectures 
would be very long, and of courfe take up much 
of our valuable time.— Upon rcfleSion, I found I 
could folve this difficulty by binding myfelf to a 
troublefome bufmefs, which required patience, 
thought, and judgment. From all the books that 
appeared to me dangerous, I made two extraSs ; 
the one of their bad principles, the other of the 
contradictions which in the fame author dcftroyed 
thefe principles: this done, I began a fort of epis- 
tolary romance. T his is the plan : A young man of 
parts and good difpofition, but with warm paflidns, 
leaves his province^ enters into the Guards, and 
fettles at Paris. He makes dangerous conno6ki6ns, 
and reads, with rapture, books that Ihake his prin- 
ciples. He has left in his Province a fifter kven 
or eight years older than himfelf, for whom he has 
a fincere affe6^ion. He gives her an exaft and re- 
gular account of his adventures, his thoughts and 
ftudies. His lifter, in her anfwers, gives him ad- 
vice, and attacks, in a plain and folid way, his 
opinions and errors. I have put into the young 
man's letters all my extraCls of falfe and deftru&ive 
principles : they are marked by afterifks ; a note 
flicws the volume and page of the work from which 

they 
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they are taken: in thefe notes I have recited the 
con traditions and falfe conclufions of the fame 
author. The fitter's invariably follow the bro- 
ther's letters : this regularity makes the work appear 
formal and unnatural, though I have endeavoured 
to make it interefting : however, it is not written 
for publication. . There are eighty betters, forty 
from the brother, and forty from the fifter. A 
fortnight ago I had the firft letter from the brother, 
wrote fair into a copy-book ; and, being alone with 
Adelaide, Ifaid to her, You are now near fifteen, 
one fhould begin to form your mind : your ex- 
tra£bs are well done : your laft fix months journal 
pleafes me- much: you muft now learn to write • 
correQly and elegantly, and more particularly to 
reafon folidly. That this ftudy may be eafy to you, 
^nd even an amufement, I am about a novel, 'of 
which you (hall compofe half . . . That will be de- 
lightful !— Every week I will give you a letter : you 
will confider it with care, and anfwer it. To day 
we begin. You are to imagine ydurfelf a woman, 
married thefe ten years, and living in the country, 
and having a brother at Paris, a conftant corref- 
pondent, who is led aftray by hurtful examples and 
wicked publications . . . That is not Theodore / *• . . 
No'; we are to fuppofe that he has had a ba;d edi^- . 
cation '; and the misfortune to begin the world 
without an advifer : it will be your talk to reclaim 
him.— Is my advice to have any weight with him ? 
. . . very great . . . Well ! J will bring him back 
to the right way . . . Here is his firft letter . . . 
Give it me, dear Mamma ! Firft hear me : This 
is the letter of a man whofe mind is already fpoiled, 
and whofe heart begins to be faulty. I forewarn you 
that this, and all the other you will receive, coa- 
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tains only bad principles and falfe opinions. In 
reading it, remind yoiirfclf ofcen that you will 
have to conteft every fentinient therein ; carefully 
fearch for all the oppofitc arguments that are con- 
vincing ones : it will be your fault if you do not 
overturn his fyftem. The paflTages marked with 
inverted commas are extra6ked from various Au- 
thors, as the notes will (hew ; and other notes 
will explain how they moft abfurdly contradi6l 
themfelves. Mamma, can I contend with Authors ? 
Certainly, and even with fucccTs ; for they rcje6k 
the truth ; you feek for it, and find it in your 
heart.— Mamma, I will read the letter, and anfwer 
it this afternoon. No, refle6t more ferioufly upon 
it ; I do not expe£k your anfwer for a week. 

At that time (he gave it me with my letter ; and 
I explained to her tt^ faultb of her compofition.-^ 
Your arguments, faid I, are not (Irong enough y 
there is a want of regularity and connexion in 
your ideas ; your ftyle is not elegant, and often 
incorreO: and obfcore : I will now fhew you how 
you fhould have done* I read to her twice over my 
fecond letter : fhe was delighted with it, and dis- 
covered that her's was good for nothing. I will in 
this manner give her all the young man's letters in 
their proper order, and, when fhe brings her an- 
fwers, will produce thofe I had written. This 
will employ her for a year. When (he is near fe- 
venteen, (he will take it up again : and then being 
more ready at her compofitions, (he will finifh the 
forty anfwers in fix months. Thus I (hall at the 
fame time form her ftyle, her mind, and her rea- 
fon ; I (hall guard her againft thofe dangerous im- 
preflions which might have been made at a future 
period ; 1 (hall cnabls her to reafon with good fenfe 

oa 
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^va all &utG of fubje£lE ; 1 Ihall make hci an ex- 
cellent Logician, a character feldom to be met 
with in our (ex ; at the fame time I OiaJI difcover 
if &e U a moderate, or an extraordinary genius : 
at ali events, this method will give her folid un- 
deiftanding. Monf. d'Almans praflifes Thendcre 
alfo inthis work of mine. Hisfirft letter was Uke 
his filter's, but better ; the advantage of age was 
apparent. 

Adelaide'^ attention to her fcholar daily increafes. 
It is at the fame time whimfical and interefling to 
fee her always with her daughter at her elbow ; 
checking her, foraetimes fcolding her with formal 
and croft looks, or carefiing and playing with her, 
and at the fame time affeSing an air of conde- 
fcenfion, which makes me laugh, and touches me. 
Poor Utile foul ! how (he will love her children I— 
Her heart, already fufcepiible of fuch foft and pure 
feelings! may fhc enjoy happinefs equal to what 
Ihe cccafions me. 

She experiences already the pleafures of a good 
mother : the deeper impreffions Ihefe make, the 
lefsfenfiblcOie is to her former amuftmenis ; ihe 
gives with the more joy hiM her favhtfi to the poor, 
bccaufe Ihe always fele£U ihofe who have been mo- 
thers of families, and is tenderly anxious about 
thofc poor women who have daughters of five or 
fix years old. The other day ftie was melted, 
even to tears, on meeting in the flrect a Utile beg- 
gar, whohad a fiighllikenefsof£minr. Adelaide 
had her cloaihed, and defirtd me to put her ap- 
prentice to a fcmpflrefs. My daughter appropri- 
ates the other half of her favings not to her own, 
but £riniii/'s fancies; and inflead of laying it out in 
gew-gaws for herCelf) Ihe buys play things for her 
daughter. 
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Adieu ! my dear friend, it is with fincere plea- 
furcl (hail fee you again fo foon, and that I fliall 
find you more happy, on account of the improve- 
ment of Madame de Valcy*s behaviour, and that 
the quarrel between Monf. de Umours and Ma- 
dame de Gerville has reftored him to you. Your 
happinefsiseflentialtominc; and, whatever is my 
lot, I cannot praife my good fortune, when you are 
unhappy. 



LETTER Xn. 



f 



Monfteur i* Aimer i to the Barofu 

YOU fay very true, Monfieur, it is eafier to* 
give up an amulement which pleafes us, than to 
ufe it with moderation. I have fometimes permit- _ 
ted my grandfon to play at games of chance, pro* 
vided it was done with prudence. He aflured me, 
as he was not fond of play, that he fhould always ^ 
have a command over himfelf in this refpeft : not- 
withflanding which, he has in one (ingle night loft. 
two thoufand Louis d'ors! — Laft Tuelclay we were' ' 
engaged to fup at the AmbafTador's rff * * *, where* 
was to be a large company. I -had a violent heact-; 
ach, which prevented me from going ; but findinr ^ 
Ci^r/^/ wUhed very much to be there, and, I muft' 
own, thinking he was much more prudent than ^I; 
have found him, I permitted him to go alone. THe'- 
next morning, before I was up, I i^eceivedthe fol-.' 
lowing note from him : " I find myfelf obliged in': 
** honour to declare to you an inexcufable fault* 
*^ which I have been guilty of. I have concealed ' 
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*' from you, that, for thefe eight days pad, I have 
** owed Monfieur rf^ ^ * * a hundred Louis d'ors, 
** loft to him at Trente and H^arante. The hopes 
*^ of paying my debt to him made me play with lum 
** again laft night. I did not win a fingle game.. 
** Theexcefs of my bad luck put me quite out of 
** patience; Iftiould have gone on for ever. I will 
** even confefs^o you, if Monfieur ^ * * * had 
** not left dff playing, my extravagance would have 
^' had no bounds. In ihort, I loft two thoufand 
** Louis d'ors.'^l throw myfelf at your feet, to in- 
** treat you will pay my debt. As to every thing 
** elfe, I will receive, with equal refpeS and fub- 
** miflion, any punifliment you think proper to im- 
** pofeonnje: But, if I dared to alk ftill one more 
** favour, it would be^ that you fend me for five 
** or fix y^ars to my regiment.— I ftiould leave 
** Paris and its pleafures with joy, if I thought my 
** father would ftill condefcend to follow me, to 
** advife me, and to forgive me." 

When I had read this note, I fent for my grand- 
fon. He came pale and trembling to my bed-fide, 
where he ftood, without daring to fpeak or lift up 
his eyes. Carles, faid I, with what uneafinefs 
mufl- your mind be penetrated 1 You are fenfible of 
the fnxall fortune which Monfieur de Valmont poC- 
feffes, and that it is no more than fifteen thoufand 
livres a year ; mine is only twenty-five*. You 
might r^afonably fuppofe, after all the expence I 
have been at for your education, that I am in debt : 
but you may be aflured I am not ; and, on the 

contrary 

♦ Fifteen thoufand Livres is €% 5 Guineas^ and a 5>ooo Ljvrcs 
U about 1041. 
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contrary, I have, by my frugality in the laft twelve 

i rears, laid by the fum of twenty-four thoufiind 
tvres : this is half the fum you owe ; the other 
half I will borrow from my banker ; and to-mor- 
row you ihall have the 2CXX) Louis d^ors. Oh ! 
Heavens, cried Charles^ I have then madly fpent 
in a few hours double the fum you have been twelve 
years favins f . . . This fum was yours ; I meant 
to increafett; and I intended it as a prefent to de- 
fray your wedding expences. . . . My wedding ! 
Ah, 1 fliall never marry I AU my hopes of happi- 
nefs are deflroyed I And this fum, which you are 
going to borrow, will take away all the pleafure of 
your life ! . . . No, I have ftili eight or ten thou- 
fand livres worth of jewels which I will fell; and I 
will alfo give up my little cabinet of ptfhines which 
are worth fix hundred Louis d'ors ; fo that • . . 
Oh, my God I Your piftures which you fo much 
delight in! ... Oh! my dear father, how guilty 
do you make me appear ! ... In reality you are 
fo ! As to me, it is only giving up thefe things « 
but you might have loft your honour, and in con- 
fequence might have coft me my life. Suppofe 
Monfieur de * ^ ^ had not left oflF play, and had 
gained a (um which it was impoflible for me to 
pay ! . . . . Ah, what a dreadful fuppbfitioni— Butj. 
in fhort, I was out of my fenfes . . . And thus it 
always is, when we play at a game we are not 
thoroughly mafter of. We lofe like dupes ; and 
even when we win it is not in a lawful manner; 
for in general the winner has a great advantage over 
the lofer, as he is more calm, and knows what 
be is about. * For example, do you think the two 

tfaoufand. 

* A ufcful reflefliony particularly for young Pcffons. It it^^ 

oojpmoD^ . 
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thoufand Louis d'ors, which Monf. ^/^ * * *• will 
receive to-morrow, is money well gained ? No, 
certainly ; for if you had been cool, you would not 
have loft it ... . This thought alone is fufficient 
to make one diflike chance-games ... I could make 
many other remarks on them, but I will fpare you 
the pain ; as I fee you are perfe6tly fenfible of the 
extent of your crime, I forgive you, and will ne- 
ver mention it more . . . Oh, Heavens ! what ex- 
cefs of goodnefs ! . . . Yet, let me tell you, Charles ^ 
this indulgence ought to terrify you ; fince, if you 
fhould ever fall into fuch an error again you wculd be 
utterly inexcufable . Ah, my fether, do not fear it : 
I will give you my moft facred word of honour ne- 
ver more to play at games of chance , * . . I receive 
it, land I will depend on it ; for you would be the moft 
ungrateful and defpicable of men, if you fail in it. Af- 
ter this converfation, Charles exprefled his gratitude 
in the moft affefibionate manner, and I perceived the 
uneafmefs he fufFered, left this lofs at play fliould 
hurt his charafter, and injure him in the delightful 
Icheme we have in view. I could only give him 
this confolation, that I thought Adelaide would 
fcarcely marry thefe two or three years ; and that 
in that time he might ha\ e it in his power to prove 
himfelf wholly cured of a v ice of which, for fome 
time this adventure would make him fufpefted. In 
fliort, I know very little of him, or this will be the 
laft foollih aQi'on of the kind he ever will be guilty 

VOL. III. C of. 

commonly known in a company, of Gameflers, that the richefl 
roan has the greateft atlvaatage, becaufe he keeps his temper 
better, for although he riiks a large fum it will not cGftrefs him. 
A great Man may ruin a private Gentleman at one fitting, he 
may oblige him to fell his whole ellate to pay liis delt ; but 
this private Gentleman, with the greatcil good luck, caauot 
ruin &s great Man. 
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o(. He has fcnrcy honour, and delicacy ; and 
knows how to make ufe of them : fo that I am per- 
fiiadcd the leflbn iie has had will lad him his life ; 
aiid with greater certainty, as he has not in reality 
a paflion for gaming. May you, my dear frienci, 
after this account, be of my opinion ; at leaft re- 
i^iember that my grandfon is only twenty years 
i^ld; and that many years will pafs before Madame 
/PAlmane will ferioufly think of chufmg a huAand 
for the lovefy Adelaide ; do not, therefore, judge 
too haftily, and by that means deprive me of the 
hope which forms the chief happinefs of my 
life. 



LETTER XIII. 

*The Baron to Monfteur d^AtmerL 

Florence. 

I AM, entirely. Sir, of your opinion that the 
Chevalier de Valmont will not game any more.— 
The beft leflbn that he could have received is not 
the having loft two thoufand Louis d'ors ; but the 
depriving yoii in one moment of the fruits of twelve 

Shears oeccnomy, prafticed for his fake, and the^ 
being yoa lell your jewels and piSures to pay for 
his folly. This ought to reclaim for ever a young 
man of feeling and gcnerofity. Befides, I think* 
with you,that the paflion for play is not innate in the 
Chevalier : had you not brought him up in a man- 
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ner to preferve him from ii, you would 
(empt it in vain. A young man, educated in Uie 
modern (lyle, without decency, principles, or ref- 
trainl ; from his cradle taught lo think that riches 
alone can give him confequence ; from huving 
feen his parents contra^ debts to difplay their portip, 
and be guilty of mean actions to procure money ; 
fuch a young man at eighteen will be full of hismoft 
childim vanities. Be his fortune what i[ will, he 
muft have trinkets, expenfi\e cloaths, fine hotfes, 
magnificent carriages, a villa moft elegantly fur- 
ni{hed, and many other extravagancies ; toutpport 
which, he will have recourfe to the gaming-table. 
He little cares that his beiiig a gamefter may huit 
his marrying, or his advancement. Heffccksnot a 
proper match ; neither does he aim at places or 
honour. He is refolved not to marry at all, or for 
money ; and, if he is ever ambitious, he turn* 
courtier with a view of enriching himfelf. Un- 
happy father of fuch a Ton : You are the caufe of 
his irregularities and thirft after riches. If you edu- 
cated him yourfelf, the fault was in you ; if you 
trufled him to another, jou are yet more culpa- 
ble. Was it worth white, for the fake of eiu:reaf- 
ing his fortune, to make over to a flranger your 
mod facred and important duty f You (hould hai'e 
made his happinefs your object. He had better have 
heen \ irtuous and moderate, than rich, vicious, and 
dillipated. What will lucrative poft», a govern- 
ment, and pcnfions avail, when your fon difho- 
nours and obliges you to fell your tftate ? Let us 
wave this difagreeable fiibjeQ, and to forget it en- 
tirely, let us reflet upon ourfelves and oui- chil- 
dren : let us talk of TiifO(/orf and of the Chevalier Je 
WTiKnt. Make yourfelf eafy with legard to tlie 
C 2 ftitun : 
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future : you lir.ve inftilled into j'our Ton religious 
principles, atafle for politencfs and good manners, 
a contempt of pomp, and a laudable ambition of 
diftinguifhing himfelf by the united qualities of head 
and heart. Before he thought of my daughter, he 
proved himfelf incapable of l)cing biaflfed by inte- 
rcftcd motives, by rtfufmg a very advantageous 
match, becaufc the Lady was of an inferior birth. 
He will foonftc Adelaide again.— Love willfurnifli 
what your ogre and example have begun. Such 
are my hopes ; may they be realized to our mutual 
happinefs 1 

Allow me. Sir, to recommend a matter of im- 
portance to you : toinfift on the Chevalier's keep- 
ing an exad account of his expences : if he is not 
regular, he will get into debt, and to extricate him- 
felf may be tempted to game again. Under pre- 
tence of eafmg yourfelf from that trouble, require 
him to look into a part of your daily expences. For 
thefe laft fix months Theodore has done this for me : 
he examines and pays the weekly accounts of my 
Valet de Chambre. He buys my cloaths for 
me. — Adieu, Sir ! If the Cnevalier's im- 
prudence caufes you the leaft inconveni- 
ence, I have fifteen thoufand Uvres with Mon- 
fieur Girardf in St. Nicaire^s-fireetf much at your 
fervice ; of which I ad\ ife him by this poft. You 
never mention my new houfe to me ; I hope, how- 
ever you have been to fee it. The Vifcount de Li-- 
moursy who has undertaken the building of it in 
my abfence, according to my plan, informs me 
that It is commodious and pleafant, and that the 
apartments for my children, my fon-in-law, and 
my daughter-in-law, afe very agreeable. I entreat 
you to carry the Chevalier de Valmont thither and 

^ew 
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fliew him the lodgings fixed on for my fon-in-law. 
Once more adieu ! Sir pleafe to dire£t for me at 
Turin. 



LETTER XIV. 



Baroneft to Madame SOJfalis^ 



Turm, 



I SHALL leave this place the 2 5th j my dear 
daughter ; and I hope, when you receive this let- 
ter, you will be ready to fet out to meet me at B— . 
The Vifcountefs tells me Monfieur de Limours^s af- 
fairs will detain him at Paris till near the end of 
May : therefore we (hall be afone at B— for at J-:. 
leaft fix weeks ; for which, though 1 have a great * 
friendfhip for the Vifcountefs, I (hall not be forry,, 
as after fo long an abfence I have many queftions 
to a(k, and many things to tell you. 

I much approve Monfieur ^OJlaUs*s defire of 
obtaining an embafly. He i« prudent, fen(ible, 
and with eafe fpeaks many languages : he has, be- 
fides, a noble, open^ and agreeable perfon 5 and 
this laft advantage, though not an eflfential one, is 
ilill ufeful to a courtier, and particularly fo to an 
ambaflador, who ought to attraft, to win, and to 
conciliate; which jt is not an eafv matter to do, 
with a difagreeable and aukward perfon and beha- 
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I tliliik, my dear daughter, you will be pleafcd 
with the prefent which AJelaide-hnn^s you : it is 
a charming port-foh'o of drawings, a pretty col- 
lo6lion of Italian fongs, and an aflbrtmcnt of im- 
preflions of all the moft beautiful antiques, which 
are found in the cabinets of the Curious in Italy, 
cafl in fulphur. Adelaide has a fimilar colleQion, 
and (lie has amufed herfelf with arranging them ia 
a chronological order ; by which means fhe has 
formed, in twelve drawers, a complete fcries of 
mythology, and of Greek and Roman hiftory, 
which coft only twelve or fifteen Louis. It appears 
to me, that all young perfons who draw (hould 
he prefented with this colleQion, requiring them to 
ciafs them as Adelaide has done. By this amufe- 
ment they will acquire a pure, elegant, and cor- 
refl: tafte for drawmg, a juft idea of the ancient 
manner, and will bring back to their memory my- 
thology and ancient hlftory. 

No, my dear child ; I am neither inchanted with 
the Itr.lian operas nor their play-houfes ; which I 
imagined to be ?nore beautiful than I found them.— 
They are large, but their form wants elegance : 
with refpe6b to the decorations, it appears to me, 
that we preferve the perfpeQive better than they 
"do. The Italians make great ufe of tranfparent 
fcenes, which are very dazzling, but form no re- 
prefcntations of nature, and are only fit to corref- 
pond with fairy tales. I have feen a theatre large 
enough to contain a numerous company of foldi- 
ers mounted on real horfes ; but the poor animab 
marched with fo much difficulty on the boards, per- 
formed their parts fo ill, and the riders condu£ted 
them foaukwarolv, and the horfes appeared to befo 
jipprehenfive of falling ; that the fight appear^ to 

me 
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me much more f idiculoiis than furprifing. I have 
heard many operas, the mufic of which appeared* 
to be exceHent ; bat the fcenery was in general 
tod much negleSe^ and without any variety : the 
a^ors perform ill, without beitig ^bfolutely abfurd. 
F^rinceffes are dreffed like the nobles bfGenoa.They 
wear enormous hoops, which are very inconvenient 
to them. The lover or his miftf efs never fail, during 
the interlude, even in the moft pafllonate fcenes, 
to turn their backs on each other, apparently, that 
they may not forget what they are about ; and the 
audience encore the parts which beft pleafe them ; 
which deftroys all the itluiion. I think we may 
be certain that (inging is carried to the higheft de- 
gree of perfe6lion in Italy. The women*s voices 
will appear charrtrfttg, bedaufe they are natural and. 
eafy, without appearing to come from the throat ; 
which is the general fault of the French fingers.— 
Tht Italians, on the contrary, foften thtir voices 
in the high parts, and never raife them above the 
natural pitch, which makes them truly melodious. 
I have feen in Italy many pantomime dances, in 
the ferious ftyle, charmingly compofed and execu- 
ted. Among others, that of Orpheus, which 
pleafed me bed of all : but the comic dances are lb 
fiitt and indecent, that we fhould not even thitik 
them tolerable at a fair. As to their concerts', I af- 
fur(?you, they are tiot better executed than ours ; 
'and" upon the whole, we are more delicate with re- 
gard to ear than the Italians. Adieu, my dear 
child ; when I fee you, I will tell you which of 
the Italian compofers I like heft ; for a decifion of 
fo much importance ought not to be trufted to the 
poft. Adieu, my child, in fix weeks I fliall 
embrace you ; you will fee Adelaide ; I fhall hear 
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coil fay. How Jhe is grown! how pretty (be is ! 
}.ow amiable Jhe appears I — In fix weeks I fhall be 
in France, at B with you ? — Bui, meantime 

this vile Mount Cenis parts us, and I am at Turin, 
where I muft ftay an age, a whole month ! — Oh, 
what happinefs to find one's felf in one's own coun- 
try, after two years abfence ! This is the greateft 
pleafurc which travelhng procures us. 



LETTER XV. 



T*hefame to thefanu. 

I HAVE read with extreme pleafure, my dear 
child, the account you gave me of your daughters. 
There is but one tning which appears to want an 
explanation, and to be examined into. You give 
your children money for their pocket expencet, 
when they are only ten years old, and are too 
young tobecapableoffpendingit properly. Ducloi 
fays, ** All that the laws require, that morality 
*^ recommends, and confcience di^kates, is con- 
tainedin this one proverb fo well known, but to 
little explaine4: Do not do that to others which 
you would not have done to yourfelf. The exa£l 
obfervation of this maxim leads to probity : Da 
to others what you would have done to yourfelf* 
This is virtue. Her diftinguilhed chara£ber 
and nature confifts in conquering yourfelf in favour 
of others. It is by this generous effort that we 

" make 
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^^ make a facrifice of our pleafures to thole of other 
** people.'*^ 

We may infpire a dlilcf with probity, becaufe it 
h founded upon a juftice, which is to be found in 
afl hearts; however narrow the underftanding, 
the principles of it may always be conceived ; but 
we cannot make a child virtuour^ becaufe he can- 
not attain to perfeftion, or even approach it. !f 
you would have a child of ten years old be learn- 
ed, witty, underftand Greek, talk on the beauties 
of Homer, feel the charms and graces of Fontaine,: 
and the fublimity of Come j lie \ that child wilP 
always be a fool and a pedant. In the fame man- 
ner, if you expeft him to be benevolent, prudent,. 
a faint, or a hero, all the good aSions you make- 
him perform, will appear to him painful ; he will' 
forget the end to be obtained and the objeft ; and 
will only remember the (acrifice he has made, and' 
he witt find virtue too fevere and too difficult for 
him ever to love it. Another inconvenience of 
this pernicious method is that of giving children 
falfe ideas, and confounding ^trt)^ with perfe^ ion, 
probity with virtue; fo that they can never arrive 
at folid and immoveable principles ; they will' re- 
proach themfelves with crimes, when in fa6t they 
are doing innocent afikions ; will become fuperfti- 
tious and overbearing ;. they will torment them- 
felves with idle fcruples, or, at leaft, which is 
nnrore probable, difgufted with prafkices they had 
thought indifpenfable ; they will abandon them 
all, and fall into the wildeft extravagance. 

Confine yourfelf then to the giving your girls 
cxaft notions of honour and honefty ; form and 
eflablifh their principles in this manner ; but re- 
quire no more from them than what Religion and 

. C 3 ^ vW^ 
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the laws prefcrlbc to them as their indifpenfiible 
duty. He who is fenfibly penetrated with the 
truth of the Gofpel, will doubtlefs be the moft 
humane and perfed of men. And the divine 
goodnefs, in (hewing us virtue in all its excellence 
makes us admire and love it» and exhorts us to 
follow it; but does not command it» nor expe£k 
perfefkion from us ; but earnefily requires us to 
have faith^ united to good morals and honefly. 
Even giving alms, this duty fo facred in all good 
minds, is in the gofpel laid down as advice i by 
exhortation, and not as a pofitive injun£bion. It 
is necefTary, however, that children ihould have 
an idea ol virtue, and that they fliould be early 
accullomed to admire it ; (hew them a noble and 
facred image of it ; let them fee the model of it in 
your own a£^ions and condu& ; prove to them, 
that it lives in the heart, and will render them hap- 
py ; and you may be certain that they will love it 
in time. The defire of obtaining the charader 
which you bear, the praifes which are beftowed on 
you, will in£bnfibly lead them to imitate- you. 
Compaf&on will foon be awakened in their hearts ; 
they will difcover fome of the pleafures attached to 
benevolence. A child, as fenfible' as Adelmde^ 
might even experience thefe fentiments a long 
time before flie is ten years old. Adelaide^ when 
only fix or feven, found an inexpreffible pleafure 
in giving any thing to oblige, or to relieve the 
diftrefs of an unfortunate perfon. Having no 
money, (he would have given with great pleafure, 
if we had allowed her to do fo, one of her frccks 
to a little girl whom (he faw almofl naked ; and 
would often give her play-things to her brother- 
But thefe aSions were neither ordered, nor even 
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advifed : in that cafe flie would have done them 
with relufikan^. Befideg^hefe gifts cannot be 
called facrifices : Adelaidenzd no great merit in 
giving away ahold frock, or a play-thing of whicji 
(he was tired ; for (he never offered a new one. 
So that one may fay (he did as much as could be 
crpe&ed iu her iii£aericy ; (he was obliging, but 
not benevolent. At ten years old (he began to 
be deeply affe£ked bf great examples of generofi- 
ty. Yet 1 thought, if I had given her a certain 
allowance, (he would hav6 laid out all her money 
in trifles^ fo that, till (he was near thirteen , flite 
never had any; and even now, I have never tokf 
her (he mufi be charitable. But I have produced 
fcenes of poverty and diftrel« to her, which made 
her feel that (he muft be fo ; therefore her heart 
and her reafon have made her benevolent. She 
aiks my advice on thefe matters, and I ftrengtheil 
this new-bom virtue in her by my approbation and 
efteem. 

Expeft then with patience the time, wh^ your 
daughters hearts and minds* will be awakened to 
virtue; and that, in trying to haften if , you will, 
inftead of bringing it to p6rfeSion, fpoil the work 
of Nature. A gardener, with great trouble and 
art, may ripen fruit before its feafon, but this 
fruit will be worth nothing.*— ^ Adieu, my deaf 
daughter. Thank Heaven, in fix days we (hall 
go from hence, and we are fo rejoiced at it, that 
it appears as if we were out of our feniesi Adieu 1 
I (hall write to you again on Saturday : embrace 
Seraphim and Diana for me. 
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LETTER XVI. 

Count de Rofeville to tie Baron. 

IN my lad letter to my dear Baron, which he 
ought to have received at Naples, I acquainted him 
that the marriage of StoUna with an opulent mer- 
chant was fixed upon ; and that my young Prince, 
intirely cured of a paflion, which had cauled mefb 
much uneafinefs, was but (lightly lafibfM upoa 
hearing the news.— But a total change has taken 
place; judge then, if I ought not to be ferioufly 
alarmed ? The Count de Stralzi returned four 
months ago from a tour through the Provinces un- 
dertaken by order of the Prince ; we compared his 
obfervations with thofe of the Baron de Sultack^ 
and found the two travellers fcarcely agreed in any 
one point.— The Prince, having a real regard for 
the Baron, was inclined to give him the greater 
credit.— I agree with you, faid I, in entertaining 
a better opinion of M. Sulback*s charader and 
fenfe ; but I may without further proof be deceiv- 
ed. It is poifible, that with the beft intentions 
he may have formed a wrong judgment.— The 
ftate of the Provinces you are to govern ought to 
be ftriftly inveftigated. . . . How then can I 
come at the truth of the accounts they have given 
me ? ... Go and travel yourfelf upon the fpot, 

. . I wifhmuch to travel, for a prince can only 
tome at the truth by his own infpedion. . - • 
Agreed ; but recoiled, however, that fuch trouble 
is not to be taken for things of fo fmall importance. 
A Prince cannot examine every thitig himfelf, tri** 

fies 
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fles are below h^5 notice ; they cramp his genius, 
and take him off from the purfuit of more worthy 
objeds. 4 . . I am of opinion that a Prinoe fhould 
have a perfe£b knowledge of his Miniftj^ ; and if 
he has had no opportunity of provin^jtThoMT probi- 
ty and abilities, he fhould at lead chiife thofe ot 
an unblemiflied and thoroughly eftablifhed reputa- 
tion. . . . Certainly, he ought to learn the gene- 
ral opinion ; and beiides making his own particur 
lar inquiries, he fhould know (as Abb6 Duguet ad- 
vifes) ** What their former condu£h has been ; 
** what their purfuits ; what their connexions ; 
** what the management of their own eflates ; 
** what authority they have kept up in their own 
** families ; what their profpeSs in the eflablifh- 
ment of their children ; what delicacy they have 
fhewn with regard to wealth ill acquired, m not 
partaking of it by alliances ; with what regula- 
rity they have paid debts not contraSed by 
themfelves, but charged on their eflates ; with 
what equity they have finifhed thofe law-fuits 
** which were unavoidable?" . . . How can one 
be informed of all thefe particulars, obferved the 
Prince ? . . . Employ different people^ unknown 
to each other, and compare their accounts. One 
may eafily learn the truth of faSs; it is fufficient 
to afk queflions, and to believe neither the friends 
nor enemies of the party, nor thofe who aim at the 
fame employments ; on thefe occafions it is that a 
friend may be ufeful tothe Prince wHirdefires and 
feeks after truth. You will certainly deferve to be 
beloved for your own fake, and you will be be- 
loved. I have the vanity to believe, nay, I am 
fure, that your friends will not be unworthy of 
advifmg,a great Prince. However, avoid an un- 
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bounded confidence ; a(k the cQunfcls of friend- 
fhip^ but weigh them ucll and follow them after 
mature jjelibei at ion ; recollect liiat the moft vir- 
tuous and cnUghtened of men are i'ubjc£k to error. 
Finally refolve upon nothing without advice, and 
that well digefted ; and though vojr fric'nd be ever 
fo meritorious, do not fuflfer youiiV-lf to be biaflfed 
by him alone, in the choice of thoie you employ. 
He may be partial, for he is a man, and may be 
for a moment unjufl. 

Some time after this converfation the Chevalier 
de Murville acquainted me, that Miramlely the 
merchant, and deftined fpoufc of Stolina^ had re- 
tra£ted his promife, without giving a rcafon for a 
condu£^ fo extraordinary, confidering the love he 
hadfliewnfor her.— I commiflioned the Chevalier 
to find her another hufband. He told me he had 
in his thoughts a perfon who was abfcnt, but would 
certainly return to * * * in two months. The 
next day but one, he wrote me word, ihzxMiranr 
del was conflantly walking near to the lake G * * *, 
and to Stolina^s houfe, and that he thought the 
match might be brought on again. He was au- 
thorifed to try ; failed and the fcheme was given 
up. The fixth of lafl month the Prince faw the 
Coimt de Stralzi for a moment, and propofed his 
hunting with him. The Count excufed himfelf^ 
and left us with an air evidently embarrafled. Juft 
as we were going out, the Prince was told, that an 
old officer by his appointment, waited his com* 
mands. Oh ! fays the Prince, he is come too 
late ; the time I fixed is pafl : tell him I am going 
a hunting. The poor man, replied I, flattered 
liimfelf, that you would to-day liflen to a recital of 
his misfortunes ; he will return home in defpair . . . 

It 
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It i» his cfwn fault ; why did he not come to his 
time I . . . He is not here to give his reafons ; per« 
haps they are good ones .... well^ let him come iii 
then, faid the Prince, a little pee viflily. Immedi- 
ately a venerable worn-out old man, with a wan 
countenance, and his arm in a fling, made his ap* 
pearance. Sir, fays the Prince, did flot M. Sulbaek 
deilre you from me to be here at ten o'clock ? He 
did, anfWered the Officer in a faultering voice : and 
yet, fays the Prince, it is almoft twelve. Thefe 
words, littered in an imperious and angry, tone, (b 
intimidated the unhappy veteran, now for the firft 
time at the Levee, and in the prefence of the foi» 
of his Sovereign, that he could not reply. He 
looked down, and flammered out fome incoherent 
words. I perceived he was unable to proceed ; 
and willing to give him time to recover himfelf, I 
accofted him thus .... Probably you live at a dis- 
tance from the Palace ? .... It was not that— I 
was detained— by a little accident . . . ; What ac- 
cident ? aiked the Prince, with more good-^nature 
.... An accident— which deferves not— only— I 
broke my arm this morning . . . Heavens ! cried the 
Prince, this morning ! And yet you are come I 
and remain (landing, when you can fc^rcely fup- 
port yourfelf upon your legs 1 This faid, he inftantly 
drew forward an elbow-chair, and -taking the old 
man's hand, with an affeSionate atr, defired him 
to be feated . . . Who, I ? faid the Officer, can 
your Highnefs think me worth your attention ? . . . 
Reft yourfelf, replied the Prince, and, ftill holding 
his hand, made him fit down .... Oh ! Sir, 
what goodnefs of heart ! What goodnefs of heart ! 
The veteran's tears hindered him from faying more 
. . . What I are you furprifed at finding in me fome 
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marks of humanity ? . . . . Ah ( Sir, this moment 
repays forty years misfortunes.— The Prince wiped 
his fwoln eyes, and, after a fhort paufe, faid, Yoa 
fufFer too much to be able this day to explain your 
bufmefs ; I am even hurt that you came . . Sir, I 
came to folicit for my fon ! . Give me your memori- 
al, and reft aiTured of my af^ive and moft interefted 
zeal !— The old man, unable to anfwer, prefented 
it, and got up to go away: "the Prince, perceiving 
that he walked with difficulty, fupported him by 
the arm as far as the door, in fpite of the faint ef- 
forts made by the Officer to difengage himfeif, 
r/ho, equally confufed and ftruqk by the Prince's 
good-nalurc, received his fupport with tears of joy 
and frequent exclamations of furprize and gratitude. 
When he was gone, I aflced the Prince, if he did 
not think the cxcufe was a good one, for not com- 
ing to his time, and if he repented having delayed" 
his hunting ? . . . O I my God ! what would thi« 
unhappy man, who came in fo much pain, have 
fufFereJ, had I uot heard him ? . . . Therefore never 
hefitate to facrifice your pleafures to good works ;■ 
or to explain myfelf better, permit not any parti- 
cular amufement to take fuch hold of you as to be 
relinquiihed with real concern. Your only pafli- 
ons fhould be virtue and glory . . . How much do I 
repent my haughty treatment of the old man, which' 
feemed k> much to diftrefshim! ... In fa£l, yoir 
cruelly frightened a man who had for forty years- 
ferved the ftate with valour, a man covered" 
with honourable wounds, a man who had un- 
dauntedly faced dangers and an enemy : yet this 
brave and refpe^able veteran trembled before you, 
before a boy of fixteen 1 Tell me. Sir, do you pride 
yourfelf in being the caufe of fuch emotions ? . . .. 
Quite the reverfe ; I am humbled, and recent my 
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conduQ:. That man muft have thought me un- 
feeling and imperious becaufe he was fo eafily dif- 
concerted ... he fuppofed you were poffefled of the 
brutal pride which marks the chara£ters of tyrants : 
he thought a broken arm would not be allowed to be 
a fufScient excufe by you. He even ventured to 
mention it only as a trifling accident. He imagi- 
ned, that you looked upon men in a lower clafs as 
beings of an inferior kind toyourfelf ; convinced 
of the abfurdity of fuch an opinion, yet as he wanted 
your aid he trembled. Many Princes are narrow 
minded enough to be vain of infpiring fuch fer vile 
fear : they are ignorant that contempt and hatred 
are its companions. Haughtinefs, difdain, and ca- 
price, joined with power, may make one formida- 
ble, and enflave thofe who can only revenge their 
humbled ftate by averfion. It is virtue alone that 
can implant refped, and obtain faithful fer vices.—- 
Always refled. Sir, upon your mofl fliinmg title, 
your nrft dignity. Remember you are a man^ and 
that you cannot lelFen another without humbling 
yourfelf. The Prince was oonvinced of this truth. 
He immediately talked of the old man ; and faid, 
that let the fate of his petition be what it may, he 
(hall not have made a fruitlefs journey with his bro- 
ken arm; for hefhall receive, to-morrow, thefirft 
quarter of a penflon for life. I will afterwards a(k 
him, how he came to formfoftrangean opinion of 
ntt ? For furely I have not deferved the charafler of 
being abfurd ? ... By no means, faid I. But this 
man never came to Court but to a(k favours there 
of impertinent clerks in office, and of miniilers 
too often capricious : rejefted, probably, by one 
and by the other. He concluded, that power of 
authority niademeo hard-hearted, unjuft, andcon- 
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temptuoiTs : and that the mafters of thefc people 
would of courfe be Icfs eafy of accefs and more in- 
human . . . How hard is it that the Prince ihould 
lofe the affeflions of part of his fubjeQs, by the 
caprice and rudenefs of his R4inifters ! . . . Happily^ 
replied I, this evil has its remedy. We were here 
interrupted by their afking if the Prince meant to 
hunt ? Late as it was, he feemcd to wiih it : I made 
no objcftion to ftay out till night. He look me' at 
my word : for, at dufk, we were fix leagues from 
* ^ '^ : it was then time to go to our carriages.— 
Jull as we entered a fmall and very thick wood, 
the horfe of one of the Prince's equerries ran away 
with and flung him ; he was thrown under the. 
beaft : from which we releafed him, and perceived 
he was covered with blood, and dangerouuy woun- 
ded, chiefly about the head. The Prince was the 
more affeSed, the young man being hts favourite. 
A huntfman went for the carriages : but the worm* 
ded man could not bear the tRoughts of being car- 
ried fix leagues in his deplorable fituation. He re*- 
collefited the country-feat of the Count de Stralzi 
muft be near, and he defired to be carried thither.— 
A huntfman knew it to be within a quarter of a 
league, and that it was but two leagues from the 
village of * * *, where both a Phyfician and a 
Surgeon might be met with. The Prince, with ^ 
laudable compaflfion, would himfelf conduft tfe 
wounded man to the houfe, and recommend him 
to the care of the Count's fervants. We got there 
by fix o'clock, the night very dark. Some of hit 
people faid the Count was at home. We were 
furprifed at it ; he had told us in the morning that 
fome bufinefs of confequence would detain him 
in '♦f * * all the day. The whole houfi; wa? in an 

uproar 
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uproar : fome fervants feeking their mafter ; others, 
confufed by our queftions^ anfwered them am- 
biguoufly. Our numerous company filled ail 
the apartments. We had fettled our fick man in a 
commodious room, and left him to go to our car- 
riage, without knowing whether the Count was 
from home or had concealed himfelf ; wheiyuft as 
we were pafling through a grand faloon, he made 
his appearance : he approached us with fuch an 
embarralFed air, fuch a gloomy countenance, and 
fuch extraordinary agitations, that the Prince and 
I, equally aftonifhed, looked upon one another 
with fome degree of terror. The Count muttered 
fome unintelligible excufes: the Prince, without 
hearing them, fixed his eyes upon him, and then 
faid with a fmile, I will endeavour to take a properer 
time for my next vifit. The Count bluflied, and 
fought in vain to difguife his extreme perplexity.— 
The Prince changed the difcourfe to his equerry's 
accident, and, recommending him to the Count's 
care, ftept forward to go away : at that momenta 
ihriek was heard : we ftarted.— The Prince ftopped 
fliort. The Count trembled and pulhed forward 
with difmay to the door, which haftily opened : an 
Angel, a celeflial figure, the divine Stolina^ flung 
herfelf at the Prince's feet, imploring thus his pro- 
tection. You, Sir, who formerly refcued my fa- 
mily from mifery and death, vouchfafe now to prer 
ferve what is moft valuable tome! Defend my ho- 
nour ! Be aflured of that, faid tlie Prince : mno- 
cence and beauty will never be refufed my afli fi- 
ance. He aflreftionately raifed Stoh'na from the 
ground, and holding her by the hand, as if fear- 
mg flie would quit him, or be forced from him, 
looked with n%e for the Count, but in vain, I had 
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favoured his efcapc. I made a fign to be left alone 
with the Prince, and then a(kcd him, Well> Sir, 
what do you mean to do ? . . . You furely guefs 
... to condu£k her wherever (he wiflies to be con- 
duced. He fpoke this in a very unufual manner to 
me ; I perceived he was influenced by a power fu- 
perior to mine, and put on this air of independence, 
thati fcight not oppofe his intentions. I was con- 
vinced he would not brook contradifVion, and at 
the fame time, would make a bad ufc of indulgence. 
I took the rcfolution of appearing ignorant of his 
thoughts, and with good-humour faid, it is worthy 
of you to condu6t StoHna to a creditable place g[ 
fafety : but firft let us hear her ftory. The youn^^ 
woman blufhed, and told us, ^* that the Count de 
" Stralzty returning one day from the Chevalier 
'* de Murville's garden, faw her walking with hei 
" mother in the fields ; that he wrote her many 
'* letters, of which fhe only read the firft, andfent 
" the others back unopened; at length he had de*^ 
** fifted from his unfuccefsful purfuit. 

** This morning, continued fhe, I roie as ufuat 
" at day-break : Scarcely out of bed, when an old 
** maid-lervs^nt told me, one of my neighbours, 
" for whom I have a particular regard, had juft 
** fent, defiring me to come direSly to her : I went 
** out with the maid, for my mother put great truft 
*^ in the wretch. We croft a large orchard, and 



** an unfrequented fpot. I would have taken ano- 
** ther path, had not the maid told me the carriage 
was the Prince's, who was walking on the banks 
of the lake." (At this period Stolina paufed, 
blufhing exceedingly : and ther^ was a momentary 

intervsd- 
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interval of filence.) Well, replied the Prince, willi 
2 faultering voice, you believed it was my carri- 
age ?...." Yes, Sir, and I did not lake another 
" path . . . . O StoHna ! had I but been there I 
*' ftiould have preferved you from the villainous at- 
" tempt : . . . . Well, interrupted I, it was the 
" Count de Sfraizi ? . . . . No, Sir, his vile emif- 
** faries : they feized and forced me into the carri- 
" age, with my bafe fervant, who wrapped my 
*' head in a handkerchief, fo that I could neither 
" fee nor be heard. They brought me to this 
" houfe, Ihut me up in a room, and about an hour 
" before the Prince's arrival, the Count came to 
" me. Promifes, proieftations, and entreaties 
" being ineffeflual, he was about to ufe force', 
*' when a great noife of horfes and carriages was 
" heard ; at the fame time one knocked at the door 
" toacquainlhimof the Prince's being come: he, 
" doubtlefs, perceived the joy this intelligence gave 
" me: his rage increafed, and, after much hefi- 
" tation he left me locked up in the room. He 
" was fcarcely gone, when I opened the window, 
" and refolutely jumped out of it. I fell on the 
" gr^s in a fmalt garden ; its gate being open, I 
*' get into the court-yard, andfome of ihe Prince's 
*' huntfmen, whom 1 met there, condofled me to 
" this apartment." The feducing StoJina here 
**' finiflied her recital. Heavens ! exclaimed I, 
to what Ihocking lengths do our paJlions carry us ! 
What happinefj is yours, Sir, to have refcued in- 
nocence from the attempts of vice ? But it is fe- 
ven o'clock, letus lofe no time : StoUtiah doubt- 
lefs impatient to return to the embraces of her fa- 
ther and mother. Hearing this, Oie with tears en- 
tj-eated (he Prince to fend her that night to her pa- 
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rents. 1 will carry you there myfelf^ faid he ea- 
gerly. I can eafily conceive, interrupted I, that 
you are dcfirous of reftoring, with your own hands, 
to thofe worthy people a daughter (6 defervedly 
dear to them ; but this adventure will make a noife ; 
it will be known that (he was carried ofF: the public 
are too apt to mifreprefent the moft triflings events 
and actions. Should it be known that you carried 
Stolina home^depend upon it that many will through 
folly or malice confound the prote£kor with the ra- 
vifher. Let me advife you to fend her home under 
the care of young Sulback. The unfufpe£Un^ air 
of confidence and good-humour I put on entirely 
took from the Prince all defire of oppofmg me, 
and he heard me with complacency.— Ne vert he- 
lefs, he obferved, that Alexis StezerC% houfe being 
but three leagues off, we fhould only be an hour 
longer in returning to * * *. I remarked, that this 
circumftanoe could not afFe£k my argument, in 
which the Prince acquiefced. We put Stolina into 
a carriage with Sulback for her guard, and got home 
ourfclves at half pad nine at night. I told the 
Prince I would immediately give an account of this 
adventure to his father. I returned in half an. hour. 
Well, faid the Prince, what docs my father think 
of StralzP$ behaviour ? He knew it all, replied I, 
that unhappy young man, on his efcape from hfs 
houfe, confe(led it all to his uncle ; who flung 
himfelf at your father's feet to implore his motsy 
.... And what anfwer did he receive ? . . . . That 
you. Sir, ihould determine his puniihment . . .'. 
What I ? . . . Yes, Sir : becaufe, you being the 
beil acquainted with all the particulars, are more 
able to give an equi^ble judgment. You may ea- 
fily imagine, continued I^ that the Prince your fa- 

ther. 
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^^^|her, lias a mind upon this occasion to make a trial 
^HP^ your dircernment and juftice ; and that if you 
^^~Verc to pronounce too fevere a ftntence . , . Yet the 
Count lie Straizi deferves punillinient ■ . .without 
doubt, but recollefl tliat maxim which pleafed you 
fo much when you read it : * '* There is a raean- 
*' nefs in hatred of which a great foul is incapable. 

t" A Prince muft fometimcs punifh when abfoluie- 
^ ly neceffary ; but it fliould then be done without 
T. harftnefi or malice, and without giving himfelf 
* up to the pleafures of revenge. He has no other 
* intereft but that of the public, and admits into 
M his breaft no fecret averfioiis to dilhirb his peace] 
IP •' and deprive him of his candour and benevo- 
" lence."— RefleQ on this, continued I : you are 
to give an anfwer in two days. At the expiration of 
that time, I think, faid the Prince, Count ile Stral- 
zi's youth entitles him to fome indulgence ; he 
fhouid not be loft, but amended. Let him only be 
banilhed from Court for one year : — I will requeft 
of my father to have the goodnefs to pronounce 
himfelf this fentence on him, and to add at the 
fame lime, that in cafe of his fmcere reformation 
the remembrance of his fault fliould not prevent 
his from receiving any honours his birth entitles 
)iim to, provided his condutl be fuch as to dcferve 
them. Does there appear to you, added the Prince, 
colouring, any harftinefs, any fpirit of revenge in 
this fentence f On the contrary, anfwered I, there 
is too much lenity and indulgence, but arifing from 
fuch laudable motives that your father will mofl 
confirm it, I had the greater reafon to 
md the Prince's good-nature, he having the 
day 

itioa d'un Dianee par I'Abbc Duguct. 
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day after the adventure confcflcd himfelf defperatjfer 
in love : an unmanageable pafTion, at fix teen ani 
an half! I was at a Icfs how to a£^, when I heari 
that Mirandel had renewed his addrcffcs to StolinA 
—He acknowledged that the Count de Straizi hsu 
taken him off from his purfuit, by placing thi 
Prince's favour's to Alexis 5'/fZ^n's family in a fulpi 
cious light. The forcibly conveying her away ope 
ned MirandePs eyes, renewed his former affcftion 
I would have availed myfelf of this, and haftenei 
the marriage ; but Stolina herfclf objefted. Sh< 
pofitively refufed to her father's entreaties a pardoi 
to a lover whom inclination and repentance hat 
raftered to her. I knew not what to think of thi 
refiifal : when the Prince himfelf one mominj 
cleared up all my fufpicions : he brought me a let 
ter opened : he was much difturbed ; anger an( 
indignation were vifible in his countenance. I pro 
mifed, faid he, to conceal nothing from you : 
have juft received this letter; here it is, read it.— 
I took it ; it was too moving, and from Stolina 
(he conjures the Prince, as her prote^ory as he 
deliverer y her on^y fupport on earthy to defend he 
from the perfecutions of a man as violent as he wa 
contemptible ; who after having refufed and bafel; 
afperfcd her, was refolved to wed her, though flii 
had fo fixed and juft an averfion to him . . . We) 
Sir, faid I, after haying read the letter, Stolina mul 
be accufed of ficklenefs, fince flie now refufes ai 
offer, which, but a few months ago, fhe willing!; 
accepted ... Be that as it may, faid the Prince, h 
(hall never gain her by compulfion . . . Who wil 
compel her ? . . . Perhaps her parents . . . Yes.— 
Stolina would have you think fo ; but fhe deceive 
you . . . She deceive me I . . Would you believe he 

foone 
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fooiier than me ? . . . But what advantage can it be 
lo her ? . , - Slie is not ignorant of yourpalTion. — 
This has intoxicated her, and made herdefpiCeher 
former lover . . . What abfiirdity ! and can you 
believe ? . . . I lell you nothing new ; her It-ttet* 
fpeaks plainly, that flie can only love Xer deliverer, 
her enly fupporl en earth. All 1 Sir, you have ba- 
nilhed the Count de ^tralzi for attempting to de- 
bauch an innocent wirl ; what pimifliment will you 
inflia on yourfelf ? . . . What ? . - . You have 
corrupted this young woman by dilcovering -a. paf- 
fion whichmifleadsyou. You have robbed her of 
her reafon and of her virtue. She dares to write 
to you unknown to her parents : in ftiort, to have 
the preference of applyingto you, (he is guilty of 
an abominable falfehood. She fcandalifes her father ; 
ftie reprerents him as a tyrant, that Ihe may make 
an offering of herfelf to you, under the fpecioiis 
form of a vi&im. it is certainty your work, that 
a mind, once fo pure, is now fo full of deceit . , . 
But are you fure that ihey will not force her to 
marry this man ? . , , Yen may be certain of that : 
by fending to MirvrnhF^ hoofe you will find he is 
fet out this evening! for France, his native coun- 
try. Befides, Alexis SUzfn has no inducement to 
thwart his daughter's inciinalion : the portion 
which the Prince your father gives her infurcs her 
an, honourable match. Struck with thefewords, the 
Prince fighing, looked down . . . You are cnnvin- 
ced, continued I, of the bad confequences of your 
mifcondufl: ; it is not enough to be confcious of 
our faults ; we muft amend them , . . What niu/1 1 
do, mterruptcd he, with anxiety and eagL-rnsfs ? 
. , . Cure yourfelf of a paflion that degrades voii, 
" — I Can lament it ; but for a cure ... Is it 
III. D -QA 
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yon who talk, thus ? Tlitr fon of a great Prince, 
horn to govern men, yet unable to conquer the 
wcakcfl of all paflions ? Bcfules, is it poflible you 
can be in love with a perfon you have only (een 
two or three times ? . . . That was enough to in- 
fpire love; from my childhood fhe always was in 
my thoughts . . . Well what expe£lations can you 
form from tliis ? Would you feduce and ruin her ? 
. . . That thought ftrikes me with horror . . . Eln- 
dcavour then to get the better of your attachment I 
. . ImpofTible ! . . I will propofe the means ; we were 
to travel fome months hence ; let it be direSly.-^ 
The Prince confidered a (hort time j then ofiFering 
me his hand ; I confent to it. To prove myfelf, not- 
withftanding my folly, worthy of your efteem, will 
be my chief pfcafure . . I am delighted with you,. 
but not furprized, exclaimed I. No pafHon contrary 
to your duty could ever difturb you ; I was certain 
ou would get the better of it. You, continued 
, (hould write to Stolina^ promifing her your pro- 
teftion, and that (he fliould never be compelled to 
enter any ftate of life that was difagreeable to her. 
The Prince, delighted with this permiffion, fqueezed 
my hand, and fct about writing. His anfwering 
her immediately pleafed me, for I was certain, in 
his prefent difpofition, the letter would be as I 
wifhed it. He defired me to read it. It was as 
harmlefs as if I had compofed it myfelf. The 
next day the departure of the Prince was announ- 
ced publicly. We fet oflF in two days for thofe pro- 
vinces of which Monf. de Sulback and the Count 
de Stralzi had made the tour, by order of the Prince. 
-i-We mean to form a judgment ourfelves of the 
fafls contained in their Journals.-— We fhall travel 
incog, with few attendants^ The Prince ezpe£b to 

return 
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return to ■ in three months ; but we fliall be 

much longer abfent. The whole of my fcheme 
fliall be explained to you in my next letter.— You 
fee, my dear Baron, though I write but feldom, I 
make it up to you by the length of my letters. — 
You and my fifter are my only correfpondents : to 

Jrou alone, I confide thefe occurrences. To my 
ifter I only fpeak of the Chevalier de Murville ; 
whom (be loves the more, fmce I have mformed 
her that he is dying of a oonfumption : in this I 
exaggerated a little, to make my court to the Vif- 
countefs ; yet the poor man is really in a weak 
ftate, and I fear, in fome danger. Adieu ! my 
dear Baron. . Dired my letters, under cover, to 
the Comte de Ziller, who will forward them. 



LETTER XVII. 



Monf, d^Aimeri to the Baron. 

YOU have no idea, Sir, .of the joy my grand- 
fon experienced, when I fhewed him your letter, 
dated B— •— Caflle. Adelaide is then in France ! 
cried he ; this emotion was much more lively, as 
the night before laft we fupped at the Intendant's, 
where we faw Monf. />— — , who was juft retur- 
ned from Turin, and who talked of nothing but 
Madame ^Aknane and the chzTTCixri^ Adelaide, '-^ 
Charles aft;ed ium'many queftions, and was infor- 
med thatMademoiTelle d'^Almane was the AandfomefV 
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pcrfon living ; the mo(l amiable, the mod natural ; 
that fhf poflcflld all thccamidiir and fimpiicity of 
infancy, and all the graces of youth ; that (he 
fingsin Italian, and plavs on the harp like an An- 
gel ; that ifhe draws in a fupcrior ftyle ; that (he 
educates a little orphan ; that (he Is the beft as 
well as the youngcft and mod lovely of mothers. 
Monf. D related a thoufand marks of Ade^ 

ltiide*s and Ermine*s mutual tendernefs. This fin- 
gular adoption has interefted even people who do 
not know you. Charles was melted almoft to 
tears ; he knows by heart all the little (lories Monf. 
D recounted ; and he talks of nothing elfe to 
me. As an imagination of twenty years is eafily 
inflamed, he is anxious to have the time of his 
duty over in order to fly to Languedoc; but^ not- 
withftanding his impatience, it is impoflUble we 
can depart from hence till the 25th of July. Adieu, 
Sir ! I hope, as you have now fewer occupations, 
you will write oftener to me ; and think with great 
plcafure, that I (hall receive no more letters fifteen 
days after they are dated. 



Letter xviii. 

The Baron to the Vif count. 



THE Caftle of B— is at prdent very gay, my 
dear Vifcount. We are happy in celebrating the 
event which interefts all France ; and, although 
at two hundred leagues from V^ailles, I have 
illuminated my four towers and my gate-way-— 

my 
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my pcafants eat, drink, and dance ra my garden ; 
and I have, as well as you, the pleafure of hear- 
ing. Long live the King! 3 found which muft be 
^jbleafingto every Frenchman, particularly at this 
^ttllance from Court ; tor, in th^ midll of a re- 
P&ioCe province, fucb exclamations can proceed 
bibaly from the heart ; they here exprefs real joy 
nnd gratitude — you will not fee an account of my 
nj^tertainmcnt in the Gazette ; it is a citizen, and 
p^t a courtier, who gives it —The moft virtuous 
Pfentiments, fenliments which at all times have pro- 
rAiced the mod ftiinint; ailions, are now treated 
pS prejudices; infenfibilfty and licentioufnefs, un- 
p^cr the fpecLous names of reafon and philofophy^ 
^fcreak without fcrupie the moft facred ties, and 
t' gtory in defpifmg all decency. They fpeak of 
r State affairs with a freedom, which even the prc- 
l fence of their children and dohieflics cannot re- 
L ftrain. — For my part, occupied entirely by the 
^education of mine, I have feldom lime to go to 
r^Verfailles — but I would have Theadare love his 
I King, becaufe he was bom to ferve him, and t6 
I receive his favours— I would have him love his 
I. 'country, becaufe it is his duty Co defend and (bed 
E Iiis blood for it. — In this, as in every thing elfe, 
L { enforce my precepts by exunple ; and I conduft 
1 myfelf fo as to prove to Tfuador^, that I intereft 
^tn yfelf equally for the happincfs and glory of 
^B^rance, and of the Sovereign who governs us,— 
n never fail lo fliew my fatisfaSion at every event 
^Biat happens for the good of<my country, by giving 
^n httle feafl within my own walls, which, while 
Htamufesmy children, makes them take afenfible 
^nari in the public felicity.* 

H • This bn idea 16 not my own, Iwiilingis ■jieVi^'CD!; «.» 
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by our children , Diana ^ Seraphinoy Adelaide y and 
Ermine. Others, where you^ will fee Theodore ^ 
Monf. d*Almane and Daitwille ; an orcheftra com- 
pofed of two harps ; Madame ^Ojldlis and me. 
And then we have balls, and nm races on foot 
with Ihepherds and nymphs ; and we have concerts, 
trios and quart ettsj-^vi fhort, our rehearfals are 
over, and we wifh for che happy time when we 
are to begin our reprefentations. I have liad on 
this occafion an opportunity of giving Adelaide a 
very important piece of advice. The day before 
yefterday we rehearfed one of our pieces before 
Monf. and Madame de Valmontj and fome other 
perfons : Seraphina played her part very badly. 
Her mother fcolded her, and difconcerted her 10 
much, that, in the midft of a very comic fcene, 
(he burfi into tears ; and Madame d'OJlalis fent her 
away to her chamber. We all returned to the fa* 
loon. Adelaide^ very much concerned at this ac- 
cident, told Madame de Valmonty that it was not 
at all furprifing that Seraphina did not ad properly, 
and thatfhe had been fo much zffeGted by her mo- 
ther's anger; for that ihe was not at ail well, hav- 
ing a very bad head-ach, and even a little fever, 
I heard what ihe faid, and afked her aloud, if Se- 
raphina had really told her Ihe was ill ? Yei, 
Mamma, anfwered Adelaide, but in a low voice, 
and blufhing at the (ame time. I took no notice 
of it, but went out, and returned in half a quarter 
of an hour.— A moment after Ma^)am iFOflalis 
came in with great emotion. She told me foftljc 
flie waAted to fpeak to me, and made a fign for 
Adelaide to follow us: we went into a little room, 
and Madame d^OfiaUt faid, I am very angry ; St- 
raphma has juft told me a lie, and maintains it in 
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the mod pofitivc manner . . . What is it ? . . . 
Why, indeed, my dear aunt, (he denies poiitive- 
ly that fhc told Adelaide fhc had the hcad-ach . . . 
What, interrupted Adelaide^ have you told her ? . . 
Yes, replied d^OJialis^ my aunt told me you aflfured 
her Serapkina\v2LS ill ; that flie told you of it ; and this 
is what (he denies ; but you may fuppofe I do not 
hefitate to believe you, and that I have treated her 
——Oh ! Heavens, cried Adelaide ^ the poor little 
[firl was right. With a defign to excufe her, I 
thought an innocent falfchood might be permitted, 
ajid in {lead of this I have occafioned her punilh- 
meat! . . . Go, then, faidi, to Madame ^Oy7tf- 
lisy give her her liberty, and to make heramends^ 
forgive her entirely, and allow her to come to 
fjpper v/irh us. As foon as we were alone. How I 
fa id I to Adelaide y could you invent this ftory, not 
only to Madame de Valmcnt^ but tome alfo ! . . . 
It is true, Mamma : you know I hate lies ; but I 
tiicught, when no perfonwas hurt by it, and that 
. it might excufe one I loved, I might be allowed to 
make ufe of a falfehood. . . . It is permitted to be 
u fed in thefe circumftances, when it ferves to ex- 
cufe a real fault, or to conceal a fecret either of 
our own, or one confided to us. Thefe are the 
only cafes where falfehood may ever be permitted. 
The fault, which Seraphina was guilty of, could 
neither give a bad opinion of her heart, nor of her 
«lifpofition : it was not therefore a great crime. 
Therefore neither your friendfhip for her, nor at- 
tachment to Madame d^OJialisy obliged you to tell 
a lie on this occafion : and every time you do fo, 
liowever harmlefs it may feem, unlefs there is an 
extreme neceffity for it, or a great deal depends 
en it, you will always be to blame, and 9X the 

fame 
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fame time aflvery imprudently j forirtufingyour- 
ftlf lo ie!l this kind of lies, you will lofe the right 
of being credited, when you wifli to defend your 
friends. Every body knew that Seraphina had no 
head-ach : another time, if you (hould wifli to. 
, escufe any of her litile faults, you will befufpefl- 
ed, even if you tell truth; and, if you were nor 
fo voiing and fo well known here, people would 
be apilo believe you naturally given to falfehood, 
fince you were guilty of it without any kind of 
neceflity. We ought to do every thing to ferve 
our friends, except expofmg our reputation for 
them. Honour is too eftimablefor us ever to fa- 
jjrifice it on any account. If you tell a lie, i.: 
order to do your friend a fmall fervice, they who 
ftfcover it to be a falfehood, have a right to fup- 
Jofe you a liar; therefore, you ought, never to 
lell a lie. If you conceal the truth, or deny it, 
a matter which concerns the happinefs of your 
p'iend, it will not hurt your charafler \ it has its 
l^cufe in the necetTity of it : this therefore is al- 
wable, and friendflilp renders it your duty. I 
e plainly, replied Adelaide, how feldom it is that 
e moil innocent lie is not attended with inconve- 
iencies. I wanted to ferve Seraphina, and all 
pie fuccefs I had was to occafion her anger, and 
Ute from niyfelf the power of defending or ex- 
Mfing her for a long time, , . . Remember, faiii 
L never lo depart from thefe principles ; the con- 
■ary would lead you far aflray. It is not enough 
D do agood aflion, it muft alfo be united with 

iflice and integrity. , . . Can it be pofiible to 

depart from integrity in doing a good aflion ? . . . 
Let us fuppofe that we have two neighbours, one 
of them poor, virtuous, and the father of »,au.w«::- 
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rous family ; the other rich, and a bad man, who 
has acquired his fortune by thieving and cheating. 
Your poor neighbour tells you he is perilhing with 
hunger ; and, as you have no money, he leaves 
you in defpair. A moment after, the walls which 
feparate you from your rich wicked neighbour 
tumbled down, and difcover a large room, entirely 
filled with gold. Youarefure, that the owner of 
this money docs not know the amount of JI, and 
that you could take fame without his finding it 
out ; and confequcnily without expofmg your re- 
putation. Yoii recol'eft ; you think you ftill hear 
the piercing crie.'i of tiie good father and his fami- 
ly ; you can fave his life and ihofe of his wife and 
children. A hundred Louis would make him hap- 
py ; this money, gained by vice, would pafs from 
wicked hands to thofe of virtue ; the wicked man 
could not only fparc it, but will not even perceive 
(he lofs of it; while on the other hand, this fuiji 
would fnatch a whole family from the grave ! . . . 
Oh, Mamma! do not tempt ms any wrther. . . , 
I only alk you, in this fituation, what would yoa * 
do? . . . Ah, theunfortunale father of the fami- 
ly !.. . You wouU fteal then ! You would be 
guilty of a crime which merits death! . . . Oh, 
Heaven ! I (hould rather die myfeif — But would 
notfuch anaS of companion deferve pardon? . . . 
Compailion whenoppofed lo honour and honefty, 
Js only a weaknefs, which ought to be conquered. 
... 1 perceive it. . . . In truth nothing can ex- 
cufeathief. . '. . But at leaft. Mamma, you will 
allow this to be a very diflrcfling fituation. . . , 
Yes, for a perfgn who blindly porfues the imjiulfe 
of the moment, without confideringjufticc or pru- 
dence : but for AdtUiiU, when fhe is eighteeh 
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vears old, it will only be painful, not diftreiling. 
When you are of this age, you will know perfeS- 
ly the impoi&bility of being virtuous, unlefs yoii 
conftantly attend to its principles, and SL& from a 
regular and fettled plan : hi ever do what religion or 
She laws of your country forbid. This is the facred 
precept whi^h muft be the rule of all your aSions ; 
and no pretence, or fituatioq, however extraordi- 
nary, can difpenfe with your obferving it. — If. 
there is a circumflance y/hich may make you tliink 
ftealing excufable, you might perhaps find another 
wluch might make murder appear lawful. . . . 
Murd^ ! oh, no ! . . . Yes, murder, even par- 
ricide.l^Hiftory, you know, furnifhes us with 
more than one inftance of thefe dreadful adions, 
proceeding from motives which have likewifc pror 
duced the mod virtuous a6^ions ; the love of one's 
country, and the deflire of ferving it. Thus it is, 
that our mod 'laudable purfuits, our mod noble 
fentiments, even our virtues, may lead us aftray, 
if we renounce our principles. So pity and huma- 
nity, juft now, would have infpired you with the 
defire of ftealing — A crime is always a crime, how- 
ever ulefiil it may be, or whatever good it may 
produce, and even if it infured the felicity of a 
whole nation. He who commits fo mean an cc.- 
tion, diflioncurs himfelf and becomes a viilain... . . 
Ah, Mamma ! I will never forget this precept, fo 
eafyto remember: Never to do what religion and the 
law forbid. I will never tell an untruth again on a 
trifling account, fmce religion and confci^nce for- 
bid l}ing. I will never difllmble the truth, but 
when prudence, difcretion, and friend(hip make it 
abfolutely necefiary ; and I will never ftcal, in or- 
der to be charitable. But, Mamma, one' word 
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more about lying; for you have juft made me 
very fcrupulous on the fubjed. There is not a day 
panes that we do not tell a thoufand ftories ; for in- 
ftance, when you order yourfelf to be denied and 
fay afterwards to the perfons, you are forry you 
were out ! ... It would be a roily to call that ly-* 
ing ; every thing of that kind, which is done thro* 
politenefs, is only a common compliment which 
is the more innocent, lis it deceives nobody*. • . • 
Yes, Mamma, when you do fo, becaufej^m/ do flot 
infift upon it : but I have feen people fay the lame 
thing, with fo much apparent fincenty, that I 
(hould have been deceived by it, if I had not after- 
wards difcovered that it was falfe. . . . Tlfis is 
indeed different *, when one fays fuch things with 
earneftnefs, and a tone of aflPeSion, it rauft then 
be called falfehood, not politenefs. . . . Then^ 
Mamma, to be polite, I think it is not neceflary 
to fay continually, / ani very muck affli^ed. . . . 
Not at all ; though formerly the matter was car* 
ried ftill farther ; for people faid they were in rfr- 
fpair on thefe occafions ; which, at this time 
makes them only affli^ed. In (hort, the moft fim- 
ple expreflions are always the beft ; it is difficult to 
preferve an air of true politenefs, if you ufe your- 
felf to fuch exaggerations. ... I remember you 
forbad me to fay, that is incredible'^^nheard of'--' 
I am enraged^-Blid then, this is ravijbingj charm" 
/iig— and many other fuch words and fentences, of 

which 



* Language is a matter of agreement ; and words convey 
only fuchii meaning as is agreed upon by common confent, or 
common vfage j if therefore, when I fay lam not at heme, I anri 
tinderitpod to mean only that I am bufy, and do not wHh to fee 
company— I do not tell a lie. 

Note of the Translators, 
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whichl have formed a lifl, ihat I may not make 
* life of them when I come into company. ... I 
' did not entirely forbid you to ufe ihem, only re- 
'commended you not to repeat them conftantly or 
Bwhenthey are improper. Nothing can be more 
JPidifagreeable than this way of talking, and the be- 
[^Tng fo laviJh of fuch ftrong epithets ; it deprives 
U"^ouof ihepoflibilhy of exprefliiig either aQonilh- 
T.meni, afFe£tiion, orjoy, when you really feel thefc 
_ 'fentiments. Thus people ufe the moft paffionate 
■cxpreiGons where enthufiafm is ridiculous, and ap- 
pear cold when they wifti to Ihew their tenderneis. 
, ^-Adelaide retired to her chamber after this con- 
,1 werfation, in order to write down a part of the ad- 
el had jufl given her. It '\i a cullom fhe has 
ufed herfelf to for fome time : (he makes a kind of 
- journal of all our conver fat ions, and (he writes an 
exa£l account of the principles and fentiments 
which ftrike her the moft, I only require that Ihe 
fhouid fubmit this little work to my cenfure, in or- 
;der that i may fee whether fiie thoroughly under- 
Klands it, ana may corre£l it, if by chance (he 
Kfliould be miftaken. But what engages her time 
Klhe moft is the Novel in Letters, which I menti- 
oned to you. She already fees with great pleafure, 
Ihat the laft letters are much fuperior to the 
firft. She even enjoys her own improvement. She 
, ^rceives new ideasopen to her. Her underftand- 
r,"irg is clear and juft, becaufe (he has learned no- 
I ilhing from converfation which is above her com- 
I'.prehenfion. She is very impatient for the lime 
liwhen Ihe may read the beft Authors in the three 
I languages of French, Engli/h, and Italian ; but 
F her confidence in me moderates her impatience; for 
f; flie is certain that I only defer giving her this plea- 
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fure, that (he may be the better able to enjoj 
them ; but we have agreed to defer this interefting 
ftudy, till (he has written all the anfwcrs to my 
letters, which will be nine or ten months hence. 
Adieu, my dear friend ; come to us, and by the 
addition of your company render the Caflle de B-*— 
the moll delightful place in the world, and at the 
fame time complete the felicity of your happy 
friend. 



LETTER XX. 



Madame de Valcy to Madame de GermeuiL 

B Ctftle. 

YOU wi(h to hear a particular account of the 
life we pafs here, and of our amazing pleafures ; (b 
I will fatisfy you : we have had many moft fplen- 
did entertaimnpnts, moral Comedies without love ; 
Pantomimes afted n^ children ; dancing by the 
country-fellows and waiting-women ; and parties 
on the water ; we fup at nine, and are all in bed 
by eleven. Judge now, how little all this fuite 
my inclination ! But yet I am the only perfon who 
is not delighted with this rural life : ' my mother is 
in continual extacy : Madame d^OJlalis always ap- 
pears charmed before her aunt, and commends 
every thing yi&^ likes: my father regrets neither 
the Opera nor Mademoi(elle (lorien/f; the Cheva- 
lier (THerbainpves up fmall talk, and is as infipid 

as 
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If^B he 15 nalurally fatyrical and fevere: even Por- 
ft'phiry writes only paftorals and eclogues, in which 
Qjfle paints and celebrates the virtues of Madame 
^r^/mane, the charms and accompliflimentsof jte- 
9^Je, aoAlhe innocent felicity wAich every one enjoys 
H this delightful plaee. And, to give you an ac- 
ount of all the people that arc here atlemblcd, be- 
jtlesthore I have already mentioned, we have ihe 
.^evaiierr^^fii/Bionf'sfather and mother; as to the 
t£rft, he is an abfoluie ruflic of the worft fort ; al- 
j "ways laughing, and «alls his wife ^(V ^^ar/, and ^'/ 
Ijfta//, impertinent and proud, and never inclined to 
X%C filent, till Madame the Baronefi d'yUmane is dif- 
»fcd to fpeak. As for Madame de Palmonl, tho* 
l^liere is a mod uncommon infpidity in ht-r, yet 
(be would be well enough, and really has fome- 
g almoft noble in her manner, if (he would not 
B-*jet fo much, and did not conftanlly wear a tippet 
J 'of mole-flu n, with tufted fringe. Now figure to 
yonrfelf all thefe perfonages furrounding Madame 
d'AImane, and neither feting nor hearing any thing 
but her ; then add to the piflure a parcel of chil- 
dren ; Adelaide, Ermine, 'Theodore, Canjlantia, Se- 
aphina, Diana, tirefome little wenches, who all 
follow Madame d'A!mane, and liften to her as an 
oracle; then imagine this fociety adembled in a 
vail large Caflle, the very furniture of which is 
enough to give you the vapours ; for you Ice no- 
thing but ftern profiles of moft melancholy figures, 
with enormous Roman nofes. Now, pray bring 
all thefe circumftancei before you, and then you 
will conceive what fort of countenance I muft put 
oti in this peaceful fanfluary of virtue endhappineft. 
You wiih for a faithful defcriptioii of Adelaide^ 
"lai little miracle, that mafler-piecc of Nature a 
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education ; I will fatisfy your corionty, and be 
very particular ; fhe is not tall for her age, but 
remarkably (lender ; has a little round face, with 
delicate features, and a very childiih look ; atfirft, 
you are only (buck with her eyes, which are really 
beautiful, and Angularly expreffive; her whole 
countenance is naturally pleafant and fenfible ; (he 
has an agreeable and arch fmile ; her complexion 
is pretty, though not remarkably fair ; (he has but 
little colour, but then (he blu(nes every inftant, 
and only in her cheeks ; and her beauty improves 
when (he either fpeaks or (ings; (he has. a charm- 
ing mouth and teeth, and very pretty hands ; fhe 
is not fo handfome as my fifter, but yet (he eclipfes 
her, or, to ex prefs my (elf more properly, you for- 
get to look at Conjiantia when Adelaide is prefent. 
— This little figure will foon be much talked of, 
and I am certain, when (he appears in the world, 
we (hall hear no more mention of the Countefs 
Anatolle. With regard to her education, which is 
fo much praifed and cried up, I fee nothing parti- 
cular in it ; for it appears to me as if (he owed no- 
thing but to Nature : (he is fo obliging and good- 
humoured, that it is impoflible to diflike, or indeed 
not to have a rega rd for her ; ^» to any thing elfe, 
(he is very ba(hful, fpeaks little, and that only in 
a common fort of manner, and appears more child- 
j(h than people generally are at her age, for (he 
plays with D/tfnj, Seraphim^ and her little Ermine ^ 
not the leaft out of complaifance, but for her own 
diver(ion. They fay (he has knowledge, but, though 
converfation often turns here on Hiflory, the Arts^ 
and Literature, Adelaide liftens with an attention 
which (hews nothing but curio(ity ; for (he never 
alTumes the air of fatisfaQion, which every one has, 

who 
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\frhQ hears what he already knows ; and fhe never 
joins in thofeconverfations ; which muft be owing 
to ignorance : for how is it poiTible to perfuade 
one, that a perfon of only fourteen years of age 
can be fuflScientiy modeft always to hold her tongue, 
when by converfing fhe could aftonifli the compa- 
ny, ana gain herfelf admiration ? She has a charm- 
ing voice : I am no judge of her talent for mufic 
and drawing; you know the little tafte I have for 
the Arts. I perceive flie can with equal readinefs 
converfein Englifh and in Italian, and has a num- 
ber of pretty little accompliihments, which fhe 
owes only to herfelf. It is Adelaide who ornaments 
the fruit for the deffert, and cuts out the prettieft 
things imaginable in paper ; (he alfo makes land- 
fcapes and cyphers for rings with hair, and has 
learnt thefe things only by way of amufement.— 
Theodore f the other prodigy, is not fo beautiful as 
his fifter, nor has he, like the Chevalier de Val- 
mont, the interefting figure of a Hero in romance : 
however, he is tall and nnely formed, and is in his 
manner lively, polite and eafy, and has a moft 
agreeable and interefting countenance ; but he is as 
bafhful as his fifler,' and I would lay a wager not 
more knowings though he is fifteen and a half.— • 
Theodore is neither deficient in the graces, nor in 
politenefs, though he knows not yet how to com- 
pliment a woman, or even to look at one.—My 
mother underflands much bettei how to educate 
her pupils; for (without talking or commending 
myfelf ) Conjfantia is very forward for her age. She 
has already foimed a paffion^ a violent affe£tion, 
and for the perfon who I make no doubt will deter- 
mine thefiiture defliny of her life— She abfolutely 
loves Theodore to diflraftion ; fhe has got to her 
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emotions'^her blujbes''^sind reveries, ■ ■ I n fliort, 
nothing can be more vifible, or more ridiculous. 
At thirteen, I was only a coquette, but Confiaittia 
is abfolutely in love. The diflFerence which ap- 
pears to cxifl in our educations is only in name; 
for coquetry and love generally make people run 
the fame length ; fo v^hat fignifies the caufe where 
the effefts are alike ! Adieu, my dear; during your 
exile, you are theobjefb of my tendereft compaflS- 
on ; at prcfent, you may return the compliment, 
for I do aflTure you I am as much out of my element 
here as you were with your country 'Squu'es. 



LETTER XXL 

Tke Baronefs to Madame iOfialis. 

I 

CgfUe de B— — . 

DO not regret leavng the Caftle fo much, my 
dear child ; you have quitted us, and it is no longer 
the fame ; we have loft the moft agreeable part of 
our company. Since your departure, the weather 
has been fo extremely hot, that it has been impoffi- 
ble, particularly for Farifi an Ladies, to ftir out of 
doors before eight o'clock in the evening. The 
Vifcountefs has eftabliflied a reading party, where 
. we all aflemble, though not compelled to it ; it lafls 
about three quarters of an hour ; and it is Adeleude 
'who reads aloud T^fu Theatre de la Chaufee, As (he 

has 
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IS a very fweet lone of voice, aftswel], and reads 

, IPoetry with great propriety,* ihe even attra£ts the 

I flKteniion of Madame dr Vaky who piques herfelf 

k greatly on having a very particular affeSion for 

''4e!aide\ which proves lo me, that it is impcflibic 

T thofewho arepoffeiTed of native innocence and 

[uldnefs, not to pleat even the mod envious or 

JB^rorious perfons in the world. In three weeks 

: ftiall be left in folimde ; I fliall remain here 

only one moQlh after the Vifcountefs goes; fo that 

i ihall certainly be at Paris by the beginning of 

November, We expe^ every day Monf, d'Aimeri 

and the Chevalier de Valmoht ; the firft has had a 

fit of thegout, which confined him a month to his 

bpd, and retarded his departure from * * * ; but 

he is now recovered, and hie laft letter informs us 

_sf his fpeedy return. I own I am not forry that 

"* e Viicountefs will be gone before his arrival, be- 

caufe 

* Teaching children Co dedaim in givinglhem a talent with- 
out which pronumiation is always imperfefl. When a perfon 
underdanda declanutioii, he prefers verfe to prole, is fond of 
Tragedy, and prefen feeing Cinna or jfihalia reprefented, to a 
Comedy In vrofe. This talent. To pleating in a young perfoo, 
ill aha ufeful to a man, and even to a foldicr. There are many 
employments and oifioea where it ii oecelTary to harangue, »nd 
fpeak in public i which Would be done with an ill-grace without 
fome idea of (he art of Dedamation. It is abfolutely necefiary 
to be learnt by Magiilrttrs, and by ihofe deftined to the church. 
Some refpeftable men, through pioua motivesi would lanilh 
theatrical dectamatian fiom Ihtir courfe of education ', but ii ia 
hazarding the lofs of aolrtwhjch gives great energy to tht voice 
■ to the word of God. 



C„rt ifEiucatim, far M. FirJiir ™ •!> V>1. 

:hat nothing is more 
; it muA be formod fi 
bbileri, or elfe wtwUy avoided. 
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caufe the interview between Adelaide and the Che- 
valier de Valmont will be very interefting ; and I 
fear the penetration of the Vifcountefs, as wtll as 
the malignity of Madame de Vaky, Adelaide will 
be fifteen in lefs than two months— I am very cer- 
tain that the Chevalier will not fee her without fur- 
prize and emotion ; and witneflls at fuch a time 
would be very troublefome. Adieu, my dear child ; 
I will write to you again, when Monf. d'Aimeri ar- 
rives ; and will acquaint you with all the particu- 
lars which your friendfliip has aright toexped. 

I have this day received two letters from Straf- 
burg. Monf d*AJmane and Theodore are in perfed 
health ; they tell me it appears as ftrange as it is 
afRiSing, that they fhould rife in the morning aqd 
go to bed at night, without embracing me once 
throughout the whole day. You can tell whether 
I do not partake of the fame fentiments-— Adieu, 
my dear child : How happy will the month of Ja- 
nuary make me, for then I (hall be again united 
to all whom I love ! 



LETTER XXII. 
The Baronefs to the fame. 

From the Caftk de B^.... 

AT length, my dear child, they are arrived ; they 
oame the day before yefterday, and the vciy day 

after 
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after the departure of the Vifcountefs. Madam 
de Valmonl, Adelaide, Ermine, and I, were resdiii, 
in my clofet, when a meffenger came to inform v 
he had left Monf. SAimeri and the Chevalier A 
Vaimont four league from B * * * : on hearing tl 
Adelaide'^ cheeks became very red, but as the le^ 
furprize has the fame eiFeS upon her, her biuniiDj 
did not appear at all particular. I lent my c 
to Madame de Valmontt who fet out to meet 
father and her fon ; and Adelaide , went to her o 
chamber to play on the harp ; I followed her tl 
ther, but did not perceive fhe felt the fmalleft e 
tion. At feven o'clock 1 heard the found of a 
riage ; I left Adelaide, and went to the great V^ 
tibule, where I found M. d'Aimeri and the Cheq 
tier de Valmont. I embraced them both, and i 
entered the faloon. Monf. d'Aimeri enquired afii 
Adelaide ; the Chevalier alTced me many quellioas " 
about 7'A(fff(/er^, butfcemed to be very abfent, and 
kept his eyes fixed towards the door—At eight 
o'clock the door opened very gently, and Adelaide 
appeared, leading Ermine by the hand. At this in- 
ftant, I fixed my eyes on the Chevalier, and faw 
he was affected by trouble, joy, and tcndernefs ; 
in (hort,all that Icould wifli. After the (irft com- 
pliments were paid, the Chevalier addrefled him- 
felf to little £r/7i/nf in Italian, which furprifed us, 
as he was ignorant of the language when he left 
us. He told us, with great politenefs, he had 
learned this language in order to converfe with 
Mademoifellc Ermine, becaufe he knew fhe could 
not fpeak French, Adelaide was perfeflly fcnfible 
of tms gallantry, and appeared much flattered, that 
the Chevalier already knew Ermine by Charafler. 
riie next day, Adelaide was drefied with her ufual 
limplicity 



94 L E T T E R S 

fimpliclty ; her hair was tied with the fame rib- 
band which (he wore the evening before ; nothing 
was particular or new ; but Ermine's drefs was quite 
ftudied, and I faw that Adelaide wifhed the Cheva- 
lier to admire and think her pretty : he, not ven- 
turing to praife her Mamma, repeated every mi- 
nute, how pretty Ermine is ! He took great notice 
of her, and played with her, but with a certain air 
of afFe6kion, and even refpcft which was very 
pleating. Adelaide was much flattered with this 
complaifance, though I am fure (he did not know 
either the motive or the merit of it. Madama de 
Valmont returns home to-mofrow with her father 
and fon, but will come again to vifit us, and they 
am to fpend the two iafl days with us that we flay 
here. — Adieu, my dear child. — The Chevalier de 
Valmont is truly amiable, and has a mildnefs and 
delicacy which are equal to every other good qua- 
lity he poflfefles. 

I beg of you, my dear child, to order fires to be 
made in all the rooms of our houfe. I know it has 
been built thefe eighteen months, and that the walls 
mufl be dry ; but it is not on my account that I 
am fearful ; and, if I was to live in it by myfelf, I 
(hould not take thefe precautions. 



LETTER XXm. 
T^Ju Vifcountefs to tht Baronefs. 



PlarU. 



I OUGHT to confefs to yow, my dear friend, 
that the day before yefterday I h«d a little return 

of 
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of youth — for on Monday 1 carried the Countefs 
Anal'jlle to the mafqued ball which was given by 
the AmbafTador— It is a long time fincc I was at fuch 
an aflembly, and in truth I do not think I fliall ever 
go to another, — Oh what an infipid thing is a ball 
when one is no longer a coquette ! As I had no 
pait to aft, and was only a fpeSator, I endeavoured 
in vain to difcover one out of the many attraflions 
fuch an affembly ufed to afford me ; for now thofe 
things appeared ridiculous which had formerly 
charmed mc. I foon difcovered Madame de G— 
who ftill enters into thefpiritof aballto perfeflion; 
but (b far was Ihe now from diverting me, that (he 
appeared in my eyes an infurportable prating 
woman ; extravagant in cool olood, affeQedly 
giddy, poifes without gaiety, wicked without re- 
finement, and for four whole hours uttering only 
idle impertinence or dull nonfenfe ; and thai with 
a fqueaking ftrained voice, which certainly mud 
disfigure, and make the perfon, the meft amiable 
and entertaining, appear ridiculous and trouble- 
fome.— JDne of the things which (truck me mod at 
Ihe ball, was the ridiculous affcQation of the men, 
who were uBmaiked, almofl all of them affefting 
indiffprence and fatigue, and anfwering the mafques 
with the greateft difdain. They form in the gallery 
feveral parties, but only appear fixed in their fitu- 
ations, ihat they may fpoil the ball, orfrom their 
lazinefs (o be able to fteal off to bed. — For my part, 
I prefer ihofe who go to nuke their own intrigues 
known, which before were only fufpefled ; and to 
difcover to the world the woman who was fo 
well difguifed, and who fancies her fecret to be 
unknown to the Univerfe, Others, ', ftili more 
rafing, had put on a myfterious air from mere 
fo^i^er-,. 
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foppery ; and pafs one part of the night with lomc 
fufpicious chara£b:rs, with whom they have no ac- 
quaintance, in order to make people fuppofe they 
are deeply engaged in an intrigue. How one's eyes 
change with years ; I had been two hundred times 
at the Opera-bally and had never feen all this be- 
fore ; the reafon is, becaufe it is impoflible to be 
at the fame time aftor and fpeSator. This (hews 
why we fometimes live twenty years in the world 
without knowing it. So long as we maintain thofe 
trifling inclinations which make us a6t any little 
parts in the world, we are blind to what palTes in 
it.—- As you will now foon return herei"! muft in- 
{kvuQ you how affairs (land in the circle of fociety. 
Monf. de Merange and Madame de Clemis are at laft 
declared enemies, and, what makes it flill more 
furprifmg, they were never either lovers or friends. 
This averfion proceeds entirely from rivalihip of 
pretentions : it is feldom that a man and woman 
hate each other, only becaufe they are envious ; 
but when it does happen, that fort of diflike is the 
moft inveterate. Do you a(k why ? Perhaps, be- 
caufe naturally men and women were formed to 
love each other, as hatred they fay, isthe moft vi- 
olent between neareft relations. 

You will find Madame de Lurcy in affliSion : (he 
has loft her beft friend and deareft confidant Mon- 
fieur de C , who is juft dead of a malignant 
fever. The women, as I before informed you, 
love each other with an extreme affe£kion : how- 
ever, for fome time paft, they have only entrufted 
their realfscrets with the men; it appears much 
more natural to confefs one's faults tp a perfon of 
one's own fex ; and I am certain, that women 
only chufe male confidants, in order to look out 

for 
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for fucce (Tors to their gallants. It is without doubt 
n pRidcnt precaution ; for nothing is a grtaier 
proof of underftanding than to have many rufotirces 
quite ready in cafe of misfortunes. 

You will meet at my houfe Madame ■/< Ffrva- 
ywi, as chance has again revived our acquaintance; 
ihe was once under great obligations to me ; but 
thofe were private, and not known lo the worm, 
fo were Toon forgotten by her. She .very foon 
negleSed me, and at lail gave me up entirely, 
without any reafbn or quarrel, (lately did her 3 
trifling piece of fervice, but whick was well knowr. 
and much talked of ; and Madame Ji Fervaquet 
made me the mod gratciul acknowledgments, She 
came to fee me immediately, and loaded me with 
.profeflions of friendihip, which only ferved tocon- 
vincemc,flie is ashj-pocritical asflis is inconftant. 
As you have but a (light knowledge of her, or as 
youhaveonly met with her in public company, you 
will not diilike my giving you her pi£lure : Madame 
de Fervaques is a perfon without charafler, and has 
neither paflions nor virtues; but all the great faults 
which vanity can give. She has a perfcfl know- 
ledge of a!l the rules of common polilenefs, and 
is what i*called highly fafhionable ; but (be lays 
fo great a ftrefs on this fcience, that (lie is an abio-. 
luieflave to it; and has no real efteem but forihofe 
whopoirefsit ; — (he is moft flridly polite, hut her 
civlity is never obliging, and often mifplaced ; for 
ihe is as polite even 10 the domefttc part of her fa- 
mily as if fixe was in the drawing-room : polite to, 
her ;noft intimate friend : in fhort, pBlite every , 
inftaiitofherlife. — She had raiher a hundred tiqias. 
have a fcrious quarn-I u lih any perfot^ than be dg-. 
ficient in any form nf civility : fiie is capable kA 
VOL. ni. E " ?t)t • -AU\- c 
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forgetting an eflfential fcrvico^ but ihd has never 
forgotten to return a vifit. After fuch a defcription, 
it is poflible to conceive one may have a refpefit of 
civility for Madame de Fervaques ; and that (he 
deferves more than any other pcrfon for one to 
fend and make all forts of obliging enquiries after 
her health ; to leave a ticket at her houfe, and go 
to fee her when her doori^ are open ;— -but at the 
fame time fhe is a perfbn that one is not at ail obli- 
ged to efteem. 

But now, to finifli my inftniAions, I muft in- 
form you of one thing, which as yet I have omit- 
ted telling you ; it is that you muft abfolutely alter 
your manner of fpeaking, as the French language 
lias undergone a great change fmce your departure : 
we talk French as the toweft ruftics do, leaving 
out half the letters ; and, inftead of cette^ votre^ 
notrey we call it ete^ vot, not ; to exprefs one's 
felf with propriety is now thought a vulgar kind of 
pedantry ; fo that a peafant talks much more in 
the ftyle of the Court, than our fcholars do ; and 
we have all carefully adopted this manner— We 
have alfo fpoiled the pronunciation of many words, 
which in your time were fpokeu with propriety i 
we fay figret foifecretj inmenfe for immetJe ; but I 
have made acQlIe£^ipn of all theie alterations, andl 
you muft abfolutely learn the lift by heart, before 
you receive company ; otherwife you will have the 
appearance of rufticity or a 6nical exaSnefs.— t- 
However, you are at liberty to ufe pedantic ex-. 
preflions in your converfatiouj and to pay great at- 
tention to your phrafes when you are fpeakiHg ; Mid;^^ 
if you happen to m^ake a repetition, you may ftop 
to find the fynohymous word to that which you 
was fo.unfortunate as to ufe twice over ; and tafttyf 

you 
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ou may aim at eloquence in familiar converfation. 

f you acquire all this, it will make you appear a 
very ftnfible woman ; for, provided you only pro- 
nounce your words like your waiting maid, you 
will never be accufed of affe3ation ; and, however 
ftifF and (ludled you may be yourfelf, you will al- 
ways be tliought perfeSiy ea(y and natural. 

Adieu, my dear friend ; every one here anxi- 
oufly Wtfits'yoor return \ I am charged with a thou- 
fand kind medages, particularly from Madame 
d^Ire^, who is dying with impatience to converfe 
with you on Education, as (he thinks her talents 
fuperior in that particular,, becaufe flie drefles her 
daughter, who is fix years old,, as a^/7or, which 
yoii will find here a general fafliion j but jet I ^ 
do not i'nwgine that Adelaide will adopt it for 
Ermine i 



LETtER XXIV. 



Af. de Legaray^e to Porphyry, 

I HAVE read your m^milcript twice over, my 
dear Forphyrj \ and I know no work which lo 
faithfriny deferibes the manners of tlie world: you 
boldly iatyrize its follies, abfurdities and vices ; a 
more daring attempt than that of which fools are 
fo vain ; their attack upon Religion, upon Kings 
and Government — in the mtdft of a general cor- 
ruption, iniblence and impiety never fail to meet 

E 2, ^\^ 
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with admirers; but you dare to expofe vicei you 
dare, without referve, to alTert ufefiil truths; and 
nothing which deferves it efcapcs your cenfure.— 
At the fame time you pay afmcere deference to re- 
f UgicHi, you praife vtnue without parade, and frpin 
i; the bottom of your heart ; and you prove, "That 
■there is no happinefs without it." Believe me, the 
^modern writings, which appear to be the boldell, 
■c not half fo much fo as your's. Your motives 
L Bre laudable, and you make the belt and nobleA ufe 
t-C^your abilities.— Neverthelefs, not to deceive 
^you, my Asa,T Porphyry, if vou expeO: much admi- 
l-rationand fuccefs, you will be difappoinied ; we 
mull not look for praife from thofe we expofe. 
— What courtier, in Fenelon's lime, would praife 
Telemachus ?— fo, when you have finilheda maf- 
ter-plece, the greateft part of the public will be 
againll you : you will always meet with enemies 
in the atheifts, the ambitious, coquets, and pe- 
dants ; bad fathere, people without morals and 
without principles -, and the generality of the 
world.— Proceed, my fon ; work for glory, and not 
for applaufe. Do ftilt better, feek only in your 
own breaft for the reward of your labours ; for will 
you be worthy to paint virtue, and to deltnsate its 
charms, if virtue alone will not content you ?T~If 
jnjudice fliould difguft you, if calumny ftiould 
^ blacken your chara&er, if mahce ftiould pcrfecute 
K,y,ou, reflea, that this work of yours may guard 
t-unexpertenced youth and innocence from the de- 
^ teftable fuaresof vice; that it may bring back, into 
the right way, wandering and depraved charafters; 
that, if your enemies (hould decry it, it may ne- 
verthelefs. be reait with approbation and gratitude 
, by good fathers and tender mothers of families. 
^ LET 
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the Vifiountefs to the 

lar DEAR FRIEND, 



I 



^B' • I AM at this inftant in fuch an agitation, and fo 
^^^ Baiferiiblc, that I abfolutely muCl write to youi 
^^K though I am certain o*" meeting you To-morrow ; 
^^V- but on your firft arrival it will be impoffible for me 
^^ to fee you alone; for which reafon I (hali fend ^- 
tutad to ^— where he will wait for you ; and, du- 
ring, your journey, yoi! will read my letter, andmy 
misfortunes will feel lefs fevere, when I have en- 
K^^ truiiedyou with them. Il is now impofiible for me 
^^^ to flatter myfelf, (hat Madame de Vahy will ever 
^^K repent, for herheart is corriiptedbeyonri allre^ie- 
^^E< Ay : Corrupted I good Heavens ! and can I pro- 
^^K nounce that dreadful word, without expiring with 
^^K ■ grief 1 It is my daughter of whom I am fpeal^ing ! 
^^b my very foul is torn I but lifttn to this dreadful 
^^V'llb]^ and-thfcn judge of my fiCuation. 
^^H . Madame df Vaky aq^l Madame di Germcui! had 
^Hf « great quarrel the othei;|j||K, and the latter had 
the bafoeefs to fend me nrlny of Madame de 
f^a/cy's letters, in which I am treated with great in- 
dignity ; but I will copy that of the lateft date ; it 

was written three (veeks ago, and is as follows : 

" Once again I tell you, nothing (hall prevent 
my buying that little place at S/. Mi/fw/f, and in 
mv own name ; as that old woman will not allow 
oiDuphJfu; you piopofealine eipedient, that 
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" the Marquis Jg ■ fliould purchafe it, as for 

" himfelf : but then, he will put in one of his ftr- 
vants to keep it ; and fuppofe I wifh to go there 
without him, even without his knowledge— you 
lauy;h, I am fure, or elfe are indignant, and talk 
oi fentiment and love ; I anfwer, coldnefs and m- 
conflancy ; in (hort, one fhould forefee every 
tiling : I mean to difpofeof my time according to 
my own fanc;^ at this delightful houfe ; (b I again 
repeal, conclude the purchafe in my name, and 
I will take precaution that it be not difcovered ; 
but though it fhould be found out, what great 
harm is there I Are we forbid to love the country^ 
** folitude and agriculture ? or to take delight in a 
** charming garden ? You pretend that my mother 
** would fly out : Oh, do not fuppofe (he it fo 
** moroie ; for be aflured you do her injuftioe.-**^ 
•* Her female friend di6l:ates a few fcvere eiLprcf-^ 
** fions ; bu^ then her male one infpires her with 
** much fcfterfentin«nts— -however, at the worft, 
** if file IS angry, we will flirt with the ChevaJier 
*^ iTHerbainf and then he will foon make our 
^ peace, for he'll think the affair trifling ; atid he 
will not let people be fo incorjfijlent as to fcoki 
about it. Adieu I my dear Httle^ creatnre, 
and finiih quickly with your old devotee ; and, 
as a recompenoe, you may, as often at you 
pleafe, go (o mufe and meditate in my hermi- 
tage. 

Now is it poilible for any perfon to be mon de- 
praved or' wicked! to avow, without ths.fmaHeft 
neceflity, that (he loves not her gallant ; and with 
indiflFeretice to declare (he means to leave him : tcr 
accufe her mother falfely, merely from a wanton-' 
aefa of hearti and to renounce aU principle and 

modeftr^ 
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ftiodeftyj withbtit even the iexcufe of paffion or 
wiarm fancy ; and in cold blood to difKonour her- 
felf ! but her wickednefs and vices diftrefs iiiol^ 
thart angef me ! ahd, when I refleS on the edii* 
^tioH ihe r«DeiVed, I abcufe only myftlf for all 
her fauhfc \ dnd I have no right to he difpleafed 
or angry, and I ought to feel only remorfe. Fbt 
twelve years I thought of uothing but difllpation 
and trifling amufements, and, during that whole 
time, forgot that I was a mother, and entirely 
abandoned my daughter. Heaven this day pur 
nifhes me for that criminal careleilheis ! I can no 
longer deceive myjfelf; it is a vice proceeding from 
education, which has corrupted her foul ; coquetry 
has been hef ruin I Unfortunate giri ! if (he had 
been blefled with a mother fuch as you are, (he 
would have been fenfible and virtuous, efteemed 
lihd happy ! Sh^ dalumniates a*^d hkUl Yht ! Ah \ 
I fcaei only pity het ; t oUgijt to fbfgivfe h6r. 

This m-eidlut Misfortune t ifh^ll cbh^eal Ai \l(6 
bottom of my heart : I (hall hisithei* mei^tiofi it tO 
Monfieur dip ' LiMtitt, whohl f arb sStM tb eiaf- 
p^ri^t^, hor \6 Madame Je faky : tiit now it il iXi 
6Ver with me ; the happinefs of my life is gt)hi$, 
tUd t lodk forwards to niisfortiines, which I cah- 
hbt eVeA beif the idea of: (he Will, I am certain,' 
finiih hfcr Hiiti by fome exploit which will be ptib* 
Jiely khowii. Oh, my dear friend, was'I npt f^rS 
5f leeidj^you to-moltow, and of weeping ovlr All 
my misfortunes ifi perfedt freedom witli you, thdr 
lifeve I (hoiild lofe ray feiifes. Oh," virtuous dtid 
affedionate mothei* ! y6u will obtain for yoiir mi- 
(ferabte ftieild a pardon from Heaven for all hef 
faults, aAd yoii will procdre for me the prefervatioii 
of the ttnly <5bHlfoff 1 can «ftjpy, my de^r Cmjian- 
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tin ! Alas, I feel myfclf ftf culpable, that all that 
can ftill make mc happy appears hardly poflible! 
and every reflc6lion I cfTens the hopes of my heart. 
Oh ! come and reftore to my diftrefled thought^hat 
fortitude which has now abandoned me : Come to 
me, for you are the only perfon who can afford 
fUf comfort I 



LETTER XXVI. 
Monfieur d^Aimcri to the Baron., 

MADAME d*Almane fet out yefterday for Paris, 
and we vainly feek her where flie is no longer to be 
found. This mornirtg the Chevalier propofed our 

going to the Caftle de B . We went thithtr on 

horfeback, and (loppRed on the bank of the river: 
here it was, faid the Chevalier, that I faw Made- 
ipoifelle Adelaide for the firft time. My mother 
came to vifit Madame d^Almane. They were walk- 
ing on this grafs ; we were conduSed to them ; 
and in going thither we met about a hundred paces 
from them a lovely little girl who was diverting 
herfelf with running. 1 was ftruck with her figure.* 
Her beautiful black hair concealed half her face, 
but allowed me to fee a pair of the fined eyes in 
the world I — As Charles ended thefe words, we 
found ourfelves at the gate of the CafHe ; he (lop- 
ped, and, fhewing me a large fervice-tree, he faid, 
at the time I am fpcaking o^ I climbed up this tree, 

and 
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and^fell from it : Melaide had defired a branch of 
the tree . . . You were more eager than dexieroiis 
.-. . I fell on my head, which received a large 
wound ; but Melaidf wept at it i and, leafing oiT 
the handkerchief which covered her neck, bound 
it on my forehead !— -In faying thefe words Cbarlei 
had tears in his eyes, and fell into a deep reverie. 
We went into the garden where we recollefled 
many oiher circumftance s. In this place he had 
found a bird's neft, which he had prefented to Ade- 
laide, and which ihe accepted with pleafure ; there 
Theodore and Adelaide ufed every evening to amufe 
themfelves with different fports -, in this arbour of 
honey-fuckles, he had taken leave of Adelaide, 
when we went upon our travels to the North.^ 
In Ihort, every objeft brought fomething interefting 
to his remembrance. Chariei recolleQed with 
tendernefs thefe happy days of innocence : days in 
which the charming Adelaide exprefled extreme 
pleafure in feeing him ; and told him, when he 
went away. If he would but return Joon Jbe fiould 
kvf him very much. 

You may judge. Sir, by thefe particulars, whe- 
ther the Chevalier is in love. He is abfolutely al- 
moft out of his wits ; and I am not furprized at it, 
for nothing can be comparable to Maderaoifelie 
Adelaide. She has, in her perfon, manners, and 
deportment, inexpreflible charms, which, the of- 
(ener you fee, the more amiable Ihe appears ; Jhe 
has alio fuiprifing knowledge for one of her age, 
and unites to thefe delighful talents, a modefty and 
innocence, which would difarm even envy itfelf ; 
(he is alwaye genile, kind, and obliging ; and it 
Lsj>Iain, that thefe qualities are realJy inherheart, 
nu^out any difguife or affeftation. PoUtenefe L% 
E3 ^o 
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So natural to her, and die has fo much the habit 
of behaving with the utmoft proprietv, that one 
would almoft be tempted to believe (ne was bom 
perTedf and indebted tor nothing to hereduoatiocu 
She IS fo much at her eale» and has fo Kttle art, that 
one can Icarce perfuade one's felf ihe was entirely 
the work of nature. Adieu, Moniieur^ we intend 
going to Paris in three weeks. Pray let me kno«r 
whether you did not mean to leave Stralbui|( before 
the end of December. 



LETTER XXVIL 



TAe Count de RafeviUe to thi Bioron. 

YOU will fee, my dear Baron, by the Gazetf6^ 
that we are ftill en our trs^vefs. YoU will with the 
Itfs furprize receive a letter from tliis place. We' 
have thoroughly inveftigated the ftQs contained in 
the Journals or the Baron de Sulback and of the 
Count de Straizi, by which means we have proved 
the veracity of the former, and of courfe the falfc- 
hood of the latter. Three weeks after we left the* 
Court, the young Prince received a letter froni hijC 
father, of which this is a copy : 

'* It is with iaexpreflible pleafure, my dear fon^ 
** I learn the confeqnencesyourpreCence prcKlucei 
" wherever yen go. Deferve thefe marks of at- 
** tachmcntby jour fenfiblity of gratitude. Pro* 
♦* mife yourfeU to be the means of happinefs to a 

" people 
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" people that love yoti, trbfting you wifl one day 
" be a blefling to them. Never receive coldly 
" any proofs of (heir affeQion. 'i hey not only 
' claim their liappinefs from you boi your love ; 
' theirs is given yoii at that prire. Juftice alone 
' wilJentiileyou lo thc-irrerpcft; their allegiance 
' mull be y cur's, were you a tyrant*: a parental 
' afft-£tion towards your fubjefls will enall you to 

* therankof the greateft Monarchs; by the high 

* efteem they hold you iti they will immortalize 
' your name. Their happinafs will depend on 
' you ; your fame and true glory on them. By 
' endfcaring yourfelf to my lubjefts, you will en- 
' creafe thgir regard for me ; they will be con- 
' vincedof my good irtiemions towards them by 
' m^ careof yourediication. They will loadme 
' with bleflings for rendering you worthy of the 
' throne. Continue your journey fis weeks lon- 
' ger in my provinces, and bring me back a def- 
' criplive and exa£t Journal. Should you find, 
' in any remote provmce, merit and virtue tan- 

^uilhing in obfcuriiy, perhaps oppreiTed, bring 
' \t forth to light — Whiift I am confi'ied h) the 

• cares of Go emment to a deceitful Court, 
where the ■■ oicc of my people and complaints of 

' the unfortunate cannot reach me, you, my fon, 
' fliil at liberty, will perform the facr-H duty of a 
' faithful fubjeS and tender friend ; inftrua your- 

• felf to enlighten me. 
' When you have examined all my provinces, 

" I would wilh you to acquire the veryufefulkuow- 

** ledge of the neighbouring .States. Travelamong 

" them 
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them for feven or eight months ; acquaint your- 
felf with their (Irength and refources ; examine 
attentively their public eflabUfliments and iQa- 
nufadures, dic. Proceed, ftiy Ton, to inform 
yourfelf;. bring your reafon to maturity, and 
render yourfelf worthy to govern one day a na- 
tion ready to undertake any thing for its Sove- 
reign and for glory.** 
The Prince read the letter with a figh, and with 
fome chagrin at the pofitive order not to return to 
* * * for ten months.— He did not, however, com- 
plain ; his refpefl: for his father is not merely form ; 
he feels for him that profound reverence and aflPec- 
tionate attachment which high efteem and gratitude 
infpire in great fouls. We have now been four 
months in foreign countries ; have frequented dif- 
ferent companies in all the towns where we refided. 
The Prince is amiable, engaging, and polite ; he 
is eafy and graceful, and conftantly keeps to the 
charaSer of incognito as agreed upon. In all com- 
pany he is the Count de Gemrid ; by which means 
he is never under reftraint. We hear opinions of 
the Court and State affairs. We hear them praifed 
and blamed without referve. The Prince often, 
when we are alone, teAifies his furprize at the free- 
dom ufed by the cenforious ; it is, faid he, equally. 
extraordinary tind imprudent . . . Doubtlefs it is 
very blameable, but not extraordinary ; it is fo 
every where . . . Every-where ? What, in my fa- 
ther's dominions ! . , . There are in all States 
fa£iionsand male contents. A Prince fhould over- 
lodk what ill-humour fays againft him. He abufes 
his right of pimifhing if he does it out of revenge 
. . . but if thcv fhould attack his honour ... A Sio- 
vcreirja's honour is determined by the general opi- 
nion 
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nion of his fubjefts, not by ihe prating of ftlly 
people. Let us fuppofe you defame one of your 
courtiers, his character is blemilhed, and ht can 
have no redrefs: at the fame time, was he guilty 
of a like fault towards you, he would be in danger 
of ruining himfelf, and could not hurt you. Un- 
der thefe circumftances, Juftice teaches you for- 
I aivenefs. Malevolence may offend, it can never 
nurt you, therefore defpife it , . - Should the Au- 
thorof a libel, that abufes a Prince without mercy^ 
dcape without I'mpunity ? , , , No, certainly.^ 
Bad men deferve punilhment ; I only alluded to 
what palfes in common converfation. You will 
probably meet with people mean enough to tett 
you who thofe are who fpeak difrefpe&fully of you ( 
Then, Sir, let your indignation fall on the infor- 
mers ! , . , Am I not obliged to thofe who lell me 
what fauhs are found whh me ? . . . That de- 
pends upon circumilanceE — If friendfliipdoes itexr- 
' prefsly to reform you, the accufer (hould be con- 
cealed. An honeft man, a witnefs toerrors, looks 
upon them as fecrets entrufted to him. If perfons 
rpeak without referve in my prefencc, it is becaufe 
they truft to my difcretion : I am more honcurcd 
by this confidence arifmg from my charaGer, than 
~ from that which I owe to friemUhip. A ftranger, 
;. even an enemy, putting his truft in me, depends 
upon my honour ; by betraying him, I difgrace 
myfelf . . . But fhoutd a fuppofed friend traduce 
i-, me? , . . If he did it in the height of paflion and 
L difcontent, I would not tell you of it , , . But if 
L dehberately and with premeditated malice ? . . . 
I Ves, I would then acquaint you with it in his pre- 
L fence, Confider, Sir, there is always either ran- 
Lcour or cowardice in fecret accufations ; defpife the 
■ tale-bcacec 
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talc-bearer whodifoovers to you the faults of others^ 
and wiflies to have his name concealei!.— We de- 
part to-monrovir, for * * *. The Prince leaves 
this place with regret, and with a charader mod 
fatisfaflory to me ; from his travels he will reap 
real advantages^ as he has no defire to difplay 
thofe already acquired. He fpeaks -little, afks many 
queftions, and liftens with attention. He writes 
down every night ail that has happened in the day 
worth remarking. 

Do you remain, my dear Baron, at Strafbarg^ 
Or do you at Paris enjoy the pieafure of yout friends 
and amiable family ? Write to me about yotirfelf, 
Madame d'Almanej your children, and the Cheva- 
lier de Va^mont^ for whefe intereft I have an affec- 
tionate regard. 



LETTER XXVIIL 

The B^rfnefs h Madame de Valmont. 

PariK. 

I ASSURE ym^ Madame, it was Adehid^% 
own defire to write to you the day after our arrival. 
Since ihe has given you a defeription of our new 
houfe, I (hall only mention her apartment and her 
brother's, becaufe ihe is acquainted with neither. 
I muft explain this, as it will no dotibt furpri^ 
you, Monf. d^Almane lodges on the ground-floor, 
and I up one pair of flairs ; adjoining to my bed- 
chamber there is a pretty large clofet in which 
Adelaide now fleeps ^ at the fartheft end is a door 

faft 
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S locked Adelaide alked me to what that door 
d ; I anfwered, to fome long galleries, which I 
lould hereafter have laid out in apartments for 
H|ier, to cafe the married, and her hufband w» 
l.'«illiiig to live with us. Thefe pretended galieriet 
T ve in reaLcy delightful apartments, confifting of 
IwcFOoms, alititiedup. There is no gilding, and 
I jrt is fumiflied with the grealeft fimplicily ; but it 
r^will fait my daughter better, for her tafte is good 
fc^ough to prefer elegance and convenience, to 
Diagnificence. I certainly Hiall not wait for her 
iaiT)'ing to i*ocare her the pleafure of being To 
Rlgreeably lodged. She is above fifteen. Nest 
year I intend opening this door and. fttiling her in 
her new apartment, 5"-i#<)(Airf wilSlikewife expe- 
rience a fimilar furprize, Monf, tPAImanr being 
defirous of retainbg his fon a year longer in hrs 
wn room, and being unwilling that he lltotild have 
wiih to occupy any other, ii the reafon of oui 
Ecrecy. 

Monf. J'JIpiaru arrived at the end of l.ifl week ; 
b here we are all reunited and perfedlly happy. 
U[y children arenotyei in the world; but, as we 
t half pad nine, Thendere fups with us, but 
to bed before eleven, and his father retires 
■ffth him. I remain withmy company until neat 
Adelaidr fups in her own room with Mifs 
"Mridgel and the little Ermins at eight ; therefore 
e alwaysgets up two or three houra before me, 
llthoogh in that time Mifs Bridget prefides orer 
ir iludies, I take care to dire£t (hem in fuch » 
manner that 1 may judge at my waking, how well 
J has employed her time. For example, I do 
K)t allow her to pra&ice muilc ; but I make her 
, write, an<j call accounts. She ii at prefent 
taking 
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taking Extra£b frdm Hiftory, in Englifli and Ita- 
lian, which will aocuftom her to write thefe lan- 
guages, without being obliged to dedicate a parti- 
cular hour to that ftudy. She takes Extra^s in 
French &om the Plays and Letters which I have 
written. When I am up, 1 correft the faults in 
her ftyle and language. Afterwards I make her 
(ing, and play on the harp till noon, when, if the 
weather permits, (he walks or reads. We all dine 
together at one ; after dinner (he embroiders, or 
works tapeftry for half an hour. From three to 
five fhe is engaged with her two mSfters for fmg- 
ing and dancing ; we then are (hut up in my do- 
fet, and read an hour. At fix the academy be- 
gins. She draws by the lamp, and fi'om nature. 
You fee, Madame, from this relation, that Ade^ 
hide is engaged in a new ftudy. She begins to 
paint miniatures : (he will keep tliis matter till (he 
is eighteen, and during that time ihe will fpend 
two hours every day in drawing. Being accuf- 
tomed by degrees to be always emp|^ed, and ne- 
ver to lofe a moment, this continued application 
, cannot fatigue her; the variety of her occupations 
will refireih her. Moreover, having furmounted 
all the firft difficulties, (ludy will in general appear 
much more agreeable than painful to her, and a 
habit of labour will make idlenefs infupportable. 
I procure her three times a week a recreation 
equally amufing and inftru6kive. Dire£^ly after 
dinner I get into my carriage with my two chil- 
dren, and we vifit the cabinets of pidures, gems^ 
medals, or we fee fine monuments or manufado- 
ries : if it is manufadories, we never fail, before 
we fet out, to read in the Encyclopsedia an expla- 
nation of what we arc going to fee, by which 

means 
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means we perfedly comprehend all that i 
and we Oiall continue this kind of courfe till R 
lobeyyoii, Madame; 1 write of nothing but ^* 
hide : your goodncfs to her will make all my 
lations mterefting to you ; and you fee how cgr 
deutly I avail myfelf of means fo delightful to I 
amufc and pleafe you. 



LETTER XXIX. 
'[hi fame te tie fame. 



MONS. rVAimeriand the Chevalier de Valmont 
arrived yefterday in perfect health. My fon'i gra- 
titude is boundlcfs for the friendlhip the Chevalier 
teftihed on feeing him again. Before my departure 
for Italy, Tkeodare was too young to be confidered 
and treated as a friend; he is now fenfible of the 
joys of frieadfhip. The trifling difference in their 
ages is fcarcely difcernable alprefent, and will not 
beat all fo in anotheryear. 

Yes, Madame, I have made an acquaintance 
with that charming Countefs AnatulU, whom the 
Vifoountefs exiolledfo highly. She is really ex- 
tremely pretty and very amiable ; but I grieve to 
fee the dangerous conneflions ftie is allowed to 
form. She begins to enjoy her liberty ; Ihe goes 
out by herfelf, becaufe (he has Juft lain in : a mo- 
ther is fuppofed to be prudent \ neverthelefs at 
eighteen it is impoflible to do without a guide, par- 
ticularly with a negle£led education. Farewell, 
Madame ; I give no account of your commiflions, 
fince ^(/?/fl/*/f undertook 'hem. She employs her- 
felf with that aSivity you admire in her; and 
her ardeur redoubles when 'jouaieX^ia^Y^' 
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LETTER XXX. 

The Baronefs to Madame ffOJlaUh, 

NO one trul) ever poflefled more delicacy and 
fincerity than the Chevalieri/^ Valmonti it is now 
become a real paflion, but ftill more affeding, as 
he (huts it up carefully in the bottom of his heart. 
He hardly dares look on Adelaide ; he even feems 
to (hun every opportunity of converfing with her, 
and has never taken the liberty of praifing her ; all 
kit encomiums are beftowed on the little Armifk ; 
all his marks of affedioti oti TkeoAre^ wh6 loV^I 
him to diftra^ion. The Chevalier dined hurt t^ 
day. When th&y rofe from tabie^ my {\aXi wM 
talking of him tt> Porphyry ^ and fdid, / W A»M, «i 
if he was my h-otkef ! at the word hrefhef, Ch^ki 
ran to T^dote, and feized his hand with aft tSt^ 
preffion of fenfibility beycmd de(bripti6n I ii^aHi* 
ly the fear of having f^ommitted an iiHliicretiol^ 
without doubt ftniek him (for, wheA we are truly 
in 1dv«, vrt5 think that every thing betrays it.) Hfe 
was embarraJTed, bluihed^ andcaftdowtihis eyes^ 
Adelaide was embroidering by me. I looked 6A 
her, but could not fee her fa(^. Shehadjuftdt-c^ 
ped her needle, whioh flie fought very attentively^ 
bending down her head towards the Boor. She re- . 
mained in this attitude long enough to make it ap* 
pear a little fu(y)i<$iou8. She roie up very red. Wat 
It confufion, or merely Ihfe tSeSt of the blood ta| 
her face ^ I know riot* 

With regard to her aSeSieti&, I am very furd 
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(he has no decided ones, and I am as certain Rea- 
fon wili always regulate them. I think I have 
obferved (he fpeaks with more efte^m of Madame 
tie Vahnant, fince Ihe has (een her fon ; and that 
(he experiences a fort of pleafure in pronouncing 
the name of i'almonl. She has taken out of the 
bos the pretty colleftion of pebbles which ihe Che- 
valier gave her before we went into Italy. 

Thefe pebbles, forgotten during three years and 
an half, are now arranged in great order on pretty 
fhfrlves of Acacia wood bought on purpofe. Thefe 
are all the indications I can colle6I at prefent. As 
to the reft, Adelaide is neither thoughtful nor ab- 
fent, (he is as lively as ever. On thofe days in 
which the Chevalier is not admitted, that is to fay, 
at leaft five days in the week, I cannot perceive 
the leaft alteration in her temper. In fine, I dare 
afTureyou, if Ihe feels any preference, fhe is but 
• flightly affcflted, and it does not tlifhirb her tran- 
quillity. 

The Marquis d'Hemay, the young nran we faw 
in Italy, is returned ; the Chevalier met him here 
one evening. He knows that the Marquis is un- 
married, that he is very rich and well fpoken of ; 
and I thought I remarked an uneafmefs in the Che- 
valier on feeifig Mcmf. £AlmBtK take fo much no- 
tice of him. 

The Counters Analalh fupped with me laft night, 
Monfieuri/f ^/, Pftir, who is faid to be in love 
wilh her, ftald till near nine, in hopes of beine 
afked to fitpper ; but, as I have not yet adopted 
(hat faftiionable method of drawing company to 
my honfc, I did not invite him. The Countefs 
was rather melancholy all the evening; (he com- 
^~* 1ncJ of the vapours 1 after fuppcr there was 
half 
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half an hour's goflip between her, Madame de 
Valcyy and Madame Clair fonds ; and then flie went 
home to bed. She cannot as yet be reproached 
with any thing effential; but (he grows coquetifli, 
and gives herfelf up to Madame de Falcy, ^^You 
will fee the ill effefbs of all this. It is a pity, for 
(he certainly has an excellent underftanding and a 
charming difpofition. Adieu, my dear child, fend 
me intelligence of Madame de S ; I already 

know that the inoculation has taken place, and that 
(he has a little fever. I hope you will return in 
three weeks; I cannot accuftom myfelf to tlie 
thoughts of your being but a league from me, and 
not to fee you for fo long a time ; but I hiehly ap- 
prove of your not returning before the time pre- 
fcribed. Many people make no fcruple of deceiv- 
ing the world in this refpe6b, and bringing the fmall 
pox to Paris ; this neverthelefs is a very cruel 
thing, and equajly inconfiftent with juftice and 
humanity. 



LETTER XXXI. 

Tie Barofieff to Madame dt Falmmt, 

April «$. 

OUR tlepartufc for Holland is at laft fixed % 
andMonf. iPJlmane, my children, Dainville, and 
1 fet out in a week. I need not tell you, Madanofk 
that Ermine is to be of the party, as her m atM J ^ » 
and (he are always infeparable. We (hall pj^taio- 
iy retun^ in a moz^th. The Chevalier dc Falmoni 

had 



ON EDUCATION. 

hadadefirelo fee Holland aiidgo with us; but ii 
Head of that lie fets out to-morrow for his garrifo , 
You know, without doubt, Madame, that MonfJ 
^Aimeri does not attend him ; it is high 
truft him to himfelf, that he may fliew the ufe he 
will make of entire liberty. He goes to a ciiy 
where they play very high ; he will be there wiih- 
eai A MfTilor, andfurroundedby a croud of young 
men who will give him none but bad advice. He 
wfill have great merit in behaving well. He took 
leave of us to-day, and was really affefied when 
he embraced Theodore. They promifed to corref- 
pond, as they will not meet again till next winter. 
Adieu, Madame; direft your firft letter to me at 
the Hague. Since I am acquainted with your lade 
for flowers, you may depend on a liltic box of the 
ftHyacinth roots Haetlem will produce. 





LETTER XXXII. 



the Baronefi to Madame iTOftaUi. 



U^ AM this moment, my dear daughter, return-' 
«d from BroiJk, two leagues from this place. One 
cannot defcribe this village without being fufpefl- 
ed of exaggeration ; yet jII 1 can fay of this delight- 
ful fpoi rauft fall infinitely fliort of reality. The 
inhabitants, though mere peafants, are vety rich. 
The (Ireets are paved in Mofaic work of difltrent 
. piioured bricks, and as ceat as could be in your 
% apartment. The houfes are painted on the 
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outfide, aniJaa clean as wainfcDis, the befl looked 
afier. All, even iip to the tiles, is ihiiiing bright 
and appears new. Each houfe has a garden and a 
terrace, both iiiclofed only by low and open 
fences, which conceal noihing. The terrace a 
ufualiy before the houfe, (he garden behind, and 
feparates it from the nest houfe. Both fides of the 
ftrcet are laid out in the fame majiner. The 
gardens are adorned with China va(es, grottos of 
me U work, trees and flowers, with borders of bit* 
ofglafs of different colours and aftonifbing bught- 
neS, ranged in diifercnt defigns with great art. ' 
There are other borders of fmall fhellsdifpofetlwith -i 
as much care and art as in a cabinet. Large fer- 
tile meadows full of cattle are behind the houfes, as. 
are the Qieds and {tables, fo that the carriages and 
cattle never come to dirty the neat ftreeta. The. 
infides of the houfes are equally aftonifliing as the 
outfides. The floors arc chequered with black 
and yellow (hining ftones ; the beft rooms are fiir- 
niflied with wainfcot of its natural colour, neither 
varnifhednorpainted, but carved very oivamental- 
ly. In thebeft room there is always a large cupboard 
with glafs doors, through which are feen.moft 
beautiful china, and quantities of plate, to all ap- 
pearance new from the goldfmith. The fame or- 
der and neainefs prevail in all the houfes we went 
into^ there is no room for envy. By this iinifbr-, 
mity, one would imagine, all the fortunes were 
equal, for when we have feen one, we have feea 
ajl the houfes at Brock. They have all two doors, 
one ofceremony only made ufe of at marriages and 
deaths. The new-married couple enter by it, and 
never go out of it but to their graves, in the intet- 
val it remains fajlened up. The peafants of Broek 
hAVfi alfo a room which ts never made ufe of but 
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the wedding-day, and ever afterwards held fa- 
.^- d : it is more ornamented ilian the reft, and the 
^.Jied exceflively adorned and covered with fine lace : 
table is placed a pretty bafltet containing ihc 
:'s wedding deaths : they ne\ er go into it, but 
ean, put it in order, ornament it with flow- 
and fliew it to ftrangers, 
The fame uniformity is obfervable in their drefs : 
.t of the men very plain, the women's very ex- 
five. They are cioathed in beautiful fUks, ihe 
of linen, and many trinkets of gold and 
Is.— A hood of white cambriok conceals their 
', fattened on each Ode by two gold pins fet 
pearls, I have feen even fervant-maids dreft 
this ftyle : their miftrefTes exceed them only in 
ire valuable necklaces and rings, and the (ineaefs 
'leir linen. 

The manners ofthefe people are irreproachable ; 

(IriQeft harmony unites them ; they have a 

I tender affeflion for their children ; the little 

[ants are fo ufed to he careffed, that they court 

for it. 1 could not help (lopping when I faw 

of them, and they ran of-their own accord ta 

me. The inhabitants of Broek are very un- 

iable. On the firA fight of ftrangers, they filut 

imfelves up, aciid refufe to open their doors : but 

y have a natural politenefs, or, to Tpeak more 

ifjerly, a certain refpeSfor wotnen that makes 

m a<S very differently with regard lo them: 

ley no fooner fee them, than they haflily afleni- 

, follow, and condufl [hem, with their male 

mpanions, to fhew them their houfe if) the moft 

afy and polite manner;iJJnis were we treated for 

e hours. Theirwiwes never ftir from Broek,* 

i a young woman wouU find m difficult to Kur- 
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ry, were {he to go to a village at any diftance from 
it. They know as much of London, or Conftan- 
tinople, as of Amfterdam. Their happinefs is 
placed at home ; Broek is to them the whole 
world, for which reafon their cuftoms and virtue 
remain the fame. They always intermarry : ma- 
ny Nobles of the country have wifhed to efpoufe 
the young women of Broek for their riches ; but no 
one has as yet fucceeded. The inhabitants value 
themfelves on their plainnefs and ftate of peafan- 
try. They live frugally : to beautify their houfes 
is one of their greateft pleafures : to be united and 
quiet is what they value moft. Beautiful as the 
human race is in all Holland, it is remarkably (b 
here. The children are all clrarming, the mefi 
robuft, and the women tall, well made, and in ge- 
neral handfome.— Their complexions are aknoft * 
fupefnatural. In (hort, this village prefent$ a pic- 
ture fmgular in its kind ; every thing charms the 
eye and the heart ; no one difagreeable or unhap- 
py obje£k to fpoil the piece ; you not only meet no 
beggars, but every one feems to be in eafy cir- 
cumftances ; there are no cripples, no infirm old 
people, no houfes out of repair ; health, all things 
neceflary to eafe, every elegance of induftry and 
neatnefs, fimpiicity, humanity, virtue and 
happinefs ; thefe are the ineftimabie advantages 
and charming profpeSs we there meet with, which, 
joined to the interefting Angularity of their drefs, 
houfes, and cuftoms, make it, altogether, the ^ 
moft extraordinary place within one hundred 
leagues of us. 

I was yefterday at Sasdam, (where Peter the 
Great rended) a larger and richer village than 
Broek, * with almoft the fame manners and cuf- 
toms, but not near fo pretty, clean, or finguljEir. 

* Broek Is two leagues from ALm^tTCOkTCi* 
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Here we fiiiifti our courfe of mail u failures. We 1 

have feen thofe of paper, ropes, and cables, &c. i 

At Haerlem we faw a foundery of types for print- 
ing, and likewife diamond-cutting. Our children 
are delighted with Holland. The manner of tra- ' 

veiling is very agreeable: in a fine yacht, or rather j 

a handfome faloon ; we coaft along beautiful (hores ; I 

we can read, write, and pra£tife mufic, as conve- 
niently as in a houfe. \ 

Italy and Holland feem to me the moft contraft- ( 

ed 1 in the former. Nature is majeftic and divcrfi- -j 

fied, prefenting every where to the view moH ', 

grand efFcSls, enormous rocks, high mountains, ' 

precipices, andcafcades; in.the latter, the country J 

is Bat; canals, verdure, and fmall plantations are i 

eyery where to be feen. In Italy, ancient monu- ] 

ments at every ftep remind us of^the moft glorious ' 

aflions recorded in Hiftory. The modern Archi- I 

tefhire is magnificent, noble, and calculated to 
Arike theimagination^ and will bear the mod Arid ' 

examination; the pictures, like every thing elfe, 
are in the heroic and fublime flyle. In Holland, 
no monuments remain ; every thing appears new : 
the tSe€t of the whole muft be confidered ;' taken 
feparately, each part lofes its value, and appears 
mean and in bad taite ; each particular objeQ is 
trifling; ArchiteQure and the Arts are there equal- I 

ly unknown. Every thing pleafes, but it js in a 
low tafle and without grandeur.. The piftures are 1 

fmall, butextraordinarily highly finifhed; thefub- 
jefis generally very mean. In Italy, they paint 
Heroes and Demi-gods : Here, drunken Tailors, 
green-flails, and fifh-women. The Italians are 
vain, artful, anil idle; the Dutch honefl, plain and 
indullrious, defpifmg pomp and magnificence. J 
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Adelaide has (mitheJ writing anfwers to (he Let- 
ters of my Work : and according to my promife, 
we are now reading thofe capital Authors we have 
fo long wifhed to be acquainted with. The day 
we embarked at Maerdike, I put into my daugh- 
ters hands Madame Scvigne^s Letters, and the En- 
ghfiiC/ari^a. She read in the yacht thcfe Works 
alternately, with a pleafure and attention which 
gave me great fatisfa^tion. She is fufficienily 
fotmded tofeelthe beautiesof M. (i^ .Sm^nf's flyk, 
and is deeply touched with the fublime beautjes of 
Clariffa.She was much ftruck with the vile charaSer 
of Lovelace, and ftiuddered at his artful hypocrify : 
This Is what I -wiflied. It is very important for 
young women early to diflriid men in general. 
No book is better calculated for this ufeful and 
wife purpofe than C/ari^fl. Adieu, my child !— 
To-morrow we go to Utrecht : in a fortnight I 
fhallembrace you- Theodore has received already 
in Holland three letters from the Chevalier de Val- 
mont ; he has fliewn them to me ; they are fur- 
prifingly sfFeflionate!— Sure never was friendihip 
fo tetiderly exprefled. 
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LETTER XXXin. ^^^^H 

Tie Vifcmmlefi to the Baroriffi. <fl|H 

I HAVE news to tell you, my dear friend, AvUt 
fome time ago would have given me the ^reatel^ 
uneafinefs, out to which at prefent I am Jndlfierent. 
Madame de Vaky is taking, a, houfe of he* owiif ' 
and quits mine, as one would aninn. Her motber- 

in-lny 1 
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in-law isjud dead, and has left a very confiderable 
fortune, which (he has been in pofleflion of thefe 
two years by the death of her brother. 

This eTcnt makes MonCieurde Vaky immenfely 
rich, and renders him worthy ofall (hcaffe£lion of 
his wife; but I believe he fels no great value on 
thefe proofs of'her regard : however, he is quiet, 
weak, and very limited in his Ideas; for 1 hough he 
is not deceived, yet he foffers himfelf to be ma- 
naged. He has formed a very grand eftablifliment 
in his houfliold : neither Monfieur </; Umourt nor 
myfelf' are the leaft confulted about their affairs ; 
but we do not complain ; for it is furely wrong to 
expofe a daughter's faults to the world ! Madame 
de Valcy is fo overjoyed, fhe humbles me, yet 
moves my compafiion : when riches caufe fuch 
emotions, how are they to be pitied who poflefs 
them ! as they are rendered incapable (^ experien- 
cing the feelings which flow from a generous heart I 
Adieu, my d»r friend; I expefl your return with 
the greateJl impatience, as I have a thoufand things 
to fay to you which cruelly afflifl me, and which 
it is impofiible for me to write. 






LETTER XXXIV. 

Mr. Lagaraytlo Porphyry. 



A LITTLE adventure has juft befallen mc 
which ieems made on purpofe to interefl a young 
philoropher, and give birth to new and ufeful ideas, 
u know that a neighbour of mine, M..dcVala 
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CDurl,- is bringing up an unfortunate nephew t>om 
deaf and dumb. You may have feen lliis youth at 
my houfe, whofe name is Hipolylur, and who is 
■Very remarkable for a countenance full of expreF- 
fion: yet, m it is two years fi nee you were at 
Lagaraye, you may probably recolfe£t him but 
very imperfeflly : it will therefore not be improper 
to defcribe him ; HIpoIytvt is not handfome, but 
9 countenance is fofprightly, with fo fenfible a 
fmile, andfopiercing a look, that it 15 impofllblc 
not to be ftruck with his figure. The rapid and 
perpetual motion of his eye renders his counte- 
nance as animated as it is ingenuous. By his eyes 
he hears, underftands, and ejtprelTes himfelf. In 
them are painted an habitual andconftant curiofi- 
ty; it iseafy to difcover in them his thoughts, feeU 
ings, and every fentiment of his foul. It is now 
r two years fince his uncle fet out foi' Paris, and, 
as he propofed only to ftay fix weekj, did not take 
him with him. I undertook the ctTe of him for 
that time ; and Hipolytm, who was then but four- 
' teen, came joyfully to Lagaraye, As he is natu- 
rally fenfible and good, and his misfortune adding 
to the intereft he infpires, he is beloved by all who 
know him. He has been brought up by a virtuous 
uncle, always indulged and treated with tenderneffc 
He has never had any but excellent examples, and 
his heart is as gentle as It is pure and grateful. In 
a week after his uncte's departure, he fell fudden/y 
ill of a malignant fever ; he was in the utmoft dan- 
ger for twenty-nine days ; I attended him with 
true affeftion, and watched by him feveral nights ; 
he proved to me, that gratitude needs not the aid 
of words to make herfelf underftood. His eyes 
fpoke in terms lefs deficitfulandmore moving than 
the 




ON EDUCATION. 



■«i 



w 



■he mod eloquent difcourrc. I had- the happinefs 
to reflore him to heahh. He was perfe£liy reco- 
vered when I veceiv&d a letter from Monfieur df 
Valincaurt, informing me thit important bufioefs 
would detain him at Paris, at lead feven or eight 
jnonths, intreating me to fend Hipolylur, and to 
truft him to his fteward, whowasjuft felting out. 
He did not leave me without Ihedding many tears. 
I begged his condu^or to let me knowhow he did, 
as foon as he got to Paris. Monfieur de Falincourt 
wrote himfflf to thank and Inform me, that his 
nephew was perfeflly well ; from that time I -was 
eighteen months without hearing of them. Yef- 
terday I received a letter by the port. I opened it, 
and faw a bad hand which I kntw not ; I looked 
for the name ; judge my furprife in feeing that of 
Hipo'pui de Valitaeurl /— rl then rtad with as ipuch 
emotion as curioftty, a letter conceived in the fol- 
lowing terms : 

" Oh! What Iranfports can equal mine !^-I am 
" now affured that all my gratitude will be known 
" to you ! I can pay my thanks in my own lan- 
" guage.— My father, oh do allow me lo call you 
** by that tender name, fince you have faved my 
" my life ; fince I feel for you the mofl affeflion- 

»tc fentiments of a fon 1 — My father, [how great 
my happinefs 1) a man* as good and benevplPQt 
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• The Jbhi it fEftt, whofe elogHim cannol be properiy 
nude, bulby deftribing theaaioQBDfhislife, He confecrstes 
hit fortune lo the rclkf of the poor ; hii underfanding and W- 
Iditi (o the iaOruaion o( iIk dfaf and dumb. H<! refcuea thefr 
unfoMunale pcrfonS from error and ignorance; he rcftores 
them to Religion, to the Slate, nnd to Society, He trachei 
ibein.by a method he has himre]Fit>venled,Il«a<iiag, Writing, 
Hid Arithmetic. He is the Autlinrofs work (as oftimableaa 
'■''. ing<^iiiausandarcfu])iDtitlcd/ii^;(>^f»Fi^(iSliiri{i^ Mii\t 
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'* as yourfolf, procures me the inexprefltble plea 
•' fure of fpeaking to you; of laying open im 
•' whole heart to you ; and of underflanding yoa 
" if you deign to write to me !— I had only da 
" tatihed ideas; now I think, I reflect, I enjoy U 
" its full extent all the felicity, alt the fweets con 
»' neSed with the {late of man ! What fublinM 
" truths has my new benefaflor made known ti 
" me ! Before I was inflruded, I doubted not a 
'* the exiftence of a Supreme Being, Creator" q 
" Man and of the Untverfe ;— -hut I was ignoratd 
»' of his law: without my refjieSable, mydeariSl 
<' ftruflor, I ihould never have read the Gofpet^ 
" Oh, ought we to be furprifed, that man is tH 
'' good, fo virtuous, when he finds in this diving 
" book all the knowledge of his duties, and evOTi 
" incentive to virtue! — [ will acknowledge, tliafl 
" at the bottom of mv foul, my weak reafon h 
'' been aftoniftied and confounded by the excsfs 
" your benevolence. Humanity was truly de _ 
" to me, compaffion was ftrongly implanted in in; 
«* heart ; but I could not conceive the poflibility a 
" devoting one's felf entirely to fuch melanchc^ 
" and painful cares ! Alas, I was acquainted onU 
"with the law of nature: I was not made to conin 
" prehend perfe£lion. Now that I am enlighteqj 
" ed by Religion, I admire without furprifc yau§ 
''fublime virtues, and thofeofthe Sagetowhoqi 
*' I am indebted for my new exiftence. I eafi}j 
" conceive, that man is a perfedl beinsr, fmceRe| 
** ligion, the Laws, Honour, and Kalure, al 
'* unite to prompt hirti to good I Can he even necj 
" the fear of punifhment to keep him from evil ?■ 
" Is it not fufficieni for him to know he will 
" hated if he be wicked J— Wicked men !— ^ar 



t1 
1 



■§ ON EDUCATION. ii; 

*' be true, that there are any fuch ex ifting ? This 
*' doubt [roubles and affli£ft me !-^But, fhould 
" there be any fuch, ihefe mad menders are furc-ly 
" too rare for me ever to fear meeting one ; I may 
*' therefore flatter myfelf never to fee any butgood 
" and fenfible men. — During my abode here, I 
" have had occafion to obferve various ranks, and 
"they have all been virtuous. At the fthool 
" where 1 together with a croud of children and 
" young perfons of my own age, am inrtrufled, I 
" have often fetn ilrangers aflift at our lefTonsj 
" amongft others the prcfcnce of the Emperor, 
" proved to me by the marks ofefteem and ven?ra- 
" tion he paid my mafter, that Kings can diflin- 
" guifli honour, and reward merit and virtue. 

;* Finally, every new objea ! befioU, all the 
" knowledge I acquire, encreafes my afFeflion for 
" the human fpccies. Oh, my father! when I 
" can return to Briltany, will you fomelimes per- 
" mit me to alTift in the facred employment you 
" impofe on yourfelf ? I cannot be happy but in 
" dividing my life between toy uncle and you." 

Well then, my dear Par/nijirv, do you not envy 
the inKoi Hipolyrui ? He has never dwelt but in 
fohtude and wiih worthy people: he has nevei' 
heard mixed converfation ; indifcretion, (lander, 
and calumny are vices he has no idea of; he judges 
of men from the moft deceitful appearances : he 
fees them fmite, embrace, and treat each other 
with as much friendlhip as refpeCi. He miftakes 
faifehood for affeftion, and politencfs for fenfihih- 
ty. He imagines himfelf in a terreftrial paradife ^ 
he looks on all men as his friends and his brethren, 
—Sweet and charming illufion I which reading 
al one will foon deftroy, Alas ! what will become 
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of him in running through the bloody annals ol 
iiiftory ? With what grievous aftoniflunent, with 
what profound indignation, will he not read the 
encomiums laTifhed on barbarous conquerors who 
have depopulated the world ! Oh, Porphyry ! to 
have a good opinion of mankind, mud one then be 
bom deaf and dumb I * 

* The Author takes his idea, on the fuhjeA of this letter, 
from anEilglifh book, entitled," the World, voL ift, in which 
is the following (lory : 

<< At the village of Aronche, in the province of Eftremadura,- 
^* (fays an old Spanifli Author) lived Gonzales de Caftro, who 
« from the age of twelve to fifty-two was deaf, dumb, and 
« blind ; his chearful fubmifiion to fo deplorable a misfortune, 
« and the misfortune itfelf, fo endeared him to the villagr, 
*« that to worfhi^hci Holy Virgin, ^nd to love and fervc Gon- 
i< zales, were confidered as duties of the fame importaoce, and 
<* to negledb th6 latter was to offend the former. 

« It happened one day as he was fitting at his door, and of* 
« fering up his mental prayers to St. Jago, that he found him** 
« felf, on afudden, reftoredto all the privileges he hadloft.^^. 
« The news ran quickly throogh the viUage, and old and young, 
<< rich and poor, the bufy and the idle, thronged round lum 
« with congratulations. Bu|^ if the bleffiugs of this IMfi were 
<« only given us for afHid^ions, he began in a few" weeks to Tofe 
« thcrclifh of his enjoyments, and to repine at the pe/reffon of 
« thofc faculties, which ferved only to diTcover to him the fbl- 
« lies and diforders of his neighbours, and to teach him that the 
I «* int-'nt of fpeech was too often to deceive.— Though the in- 

« habitants of Aronche were as honeft ar other villagers, yet 
« Gonzales, who had formed his ideas of men and things from 
« their natures and ufes, grew ofll«nded at their manners-^He 
« faw the avarice of age, me prodigality of youth, the quarrefi 
>jl «' of brothers, the treachery of friends, the frauds of lovers, the 

H <' infolence of the /ich, tfielcnaveryof thepoor, and the depra« 

™ « vity of aD.— Thefe, as he faw arid heand, he fpoke <rf with 

« complaint, and endeavoured, by the gentled admonitiuos, to 
« excite men to goodnefs.— From this place the.Hory is torn 
« out, to the lafl paragraph, which fays that he lived to a com* 
<'Tortable old age, defpifedand hated by his neighbours for 
<( pretending to be-wifer and better than themfelves, and that 
H he breathed out his foul in thefe memorable words, that he 
« who would enjoy many friends, and live happy in tfce worid, 
« (hould be deaf, dumb, and blind, to th9 follies and vices of itj* 



I 



LETTER XXXV. 



Tht Barenefi to Madame de Falmtml. 
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dor^for Stra&urg, and I, inftead of remaining in 
my own hoofe, have brought Adelaide this morn- 
ing to a fmall apartment I have hired in the Con- 
vent of ' " • where we (hall pafs the Summer and 
Autumn. I tell my daughter, that oeconomical 
reafons determine me. But the truth is, that, as 
(he is tobegingoinginto company next winter, I 
wiihedher firft entrance into the world to be pre- 
ceded by fix months of total retirement. I alfo 
am not forry to have her fee the penfioncrs ; by 
knowing the manner of education in a Convent, 
flie will fet an higher value on her own. As we 
were walking this afternoon in the garden, a num- 
ber of young ladies o^ Adelaide's age met us. At 
(ight of us they burft out a Uughing, and ran away 
as fail aspolTible to avoid us. Adelaide alked me 
the rcafon of this rtrange procedure. Why do 
they run away and laugh, fays (he ? ... It is our 
figures which excite this fear and mirth, I replied. 
, . , But, faid (he, what is there, in us, either 
formidable or laughable ? , . . Nothing in reality ; 
therefore they only make ajokeof us. . . . Make a 
joke of us ! and why? . . . Malignity feizes on a 
ridiculous circumftance, and makes a. joke of it ; 
"wliflinefs Uughs without any caufe. . . . Tfaeii all 
F 3 '■ thefe 
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ihefe young people are (impletons. , . . Perhapi 
their underftand trigs were naturally good, but they 
have all the folly a bad education can be[tow,Miz. 
chiWifhnefs, wiitinefs, rudenefs, and vulgarity. . .. 
What! and does not one reprehend them fort hefe 
faulls ? . . . Abandoned by their mothers, they are 
given up logovernefles who are incapable of edu- 
cating them properly, and who, moreover leave 
ihemall day to themfelves, without taking the pains 
to obferve or attend them. . , , Oh, unfortunate 
children ! It is not their fault, if they are ridicn- 
lous ; we ought only to pity them ! — Had I been 
placed in a Convent, had I not had ihe tendereft 
of mothers, 1 ftiould have had all thefe faults. . , . 
Doubtlefs, my dear Adelaide ; and this kind in- 
dulgence you manifeft is in reality no more than 
juflice ; preferve it carefully ; fliould you lofe it, 
you would tarnifh the luftre of all your virtues, 
and you will become ungrateful towards me; for 
jou cannot pride yourfelf" on the qualifications 
,and talents you ponefs, without recollecting it is 
(o me you owe them. 

Be not afBifled, Madam, in figuring to your- 
Te\f Adelaide's little countenance through a grate. 
■We receive no vifits, but from Madame d'OJialir, 
Mpd Madame de Limoars, and they arc admitted 
ipto the Convent, So we fliall never go into the 
parlour, unlcfs it is to take a leffon in painting or 
dancing ; and that is not through the grate, but in 
the outward parlour. We ftiall fpend our time 
iJclightfully ; books are our greaicfl enjoyment. 
We now read Telemachus in the morning, and 
Fon/aw's Fables in the afternoon. Adelaide, Uanf- 
ported, thanks me at every page, for having re- 
fufed her thefc admirable works, v/h.lld fhc was too 
young 
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know their value ; and Ihe Monoc con- 

."^iver wbat foliy can make people allow their diU- 

, jAren to read them. If I was not very careful, her 

[■frndnefsforreading would make herncfleflheiother 

jyocaiioni. In (hort, this a{>pean lo me fo good 

ftrneihod, ihatl cannot think it poflible but that it 

pud be one day univerfally adopted. 



LETTER XXXVI. 
7ie Earotie/t t» Madamt di falmenf. J 

F MY poor Adelaide has gone through many Ttx- 
"^ons, with the caufes of which, NIadam, I aoi 
o acquaint you. Among twelve or fifteen 
Jenfioners whg are in this Convent, there is one 
ailed Mademoifelle i£r Cf/i^nj", who is about feveo- 
1 years old, and has a very agreeable perfon } 
n other rerpeiis, flie is as ill educated as the rei^ 
Kit has wit enough, when the chufcs it, to con- 
^1 her faults, particularly to a girl of fifteen, 
Ptfnd a half. She took great notice of my daughter, 
Who, naturaily fenfible and grateful, was much 
j^leaicd with her attentions. I faw plainly this 
connexion would not full Adelaide ; hut I wiflied it 
ftiight ferve her as a leffon, and I left it to her to 
Snd it out. In confequence of this defign, I per- 
mitted Adelaide to afk her fometimes to breakfaft, 
|nd fometimes to dine with us. As I never quii- 
1 Ad.-}aide3. moment, I fonnd my making a third 
^rfon with them was very diftreffing to this young 
•One day, when we were going to take a 
Vllk, I pretended to be tired, and fat down again, 
bling Adelaide fhe might walk with Madcmolfelle 
wde Celigny for half an hour ; on their return, I per- 
ceived that Melaidt looked much dilTatisfied, and 
that 
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that (he treated MademoifeJIe de Celigny with great 
voldncfs, I fiirpeSed the caiife of it, but I a(ked 
no queftions, and we went to bed without any cK- 
pfanatron. The next morning, when ^Jc/aWf was 
writing her copies, I went and made a vifit to Sijler 
'Saint Helena, one of the nuns, who was a friend 
d mine, ^nd who always had the news of the 
wTiole Convent befwe any body elfi. — I told her 
my curiofiiy to know what it was MademoiTelle 
Jk Ce//^Hji had faid to my daughter : Sifter Hiltna ^ 
-J^who already knew the difpofilion of Mademoifelte >^| 

\ 'jU Cflifrny, and had given me a caution in fecret ^^ 
refpefling her) told me, that this young lady pre- 
tended ^i/f/a/ife had complained of the flavery, hi 
which I kepi her, by always following her like her 
ftadow. After this recilal I returned to Adelaide, 
and totd her what Sifter Hehm had faid.— Shi 
lieard me with that tranquillily which convinced 

^^^c ftie did not think I Ltlieved a word of what I 
had been told. Is itpoflible, faid ftie, that people 
tan carry their falfehcod ajid wickednefs to fuch a 
lieight? . . . Now, Mamma, I will tell you the 
truth— Mademolfelie de Ce/igvy, dtfpleafed with 
my coidnefs, imputes !o me all that ftie faid her- 
felf. . . . You tell me nothing new; IguefTedby 
your manner yefterday what you have juft now in- 
formed me of, I was atfo very certain the parti- 
culars of your converlation would be very unjuftly 
' repealed; and I only aflied Sifter Helena about it, 
in order to let you (ee you was deceived in Made- 
moifelle Cf ///■n;'. , . , What then. Mamma, you 
knew (he was not good ? , . . I faw fhe had no 
good principles ; that (he was a great talker and a 
golTipt and confequenlly thought ftic might not 
Icruple telling Ijcs and being deceitful. . , . Ohj 
Mamma, 
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Mamtna, why voM you not condefcend to en- 
lighten me? , , . I only -wiihed experience fliould 
ondeceive you. . . . Oh, Mamma, you have fet 
ly heart at cafe ; it would have given me great 
'in to have told you, (he gave me very bad «d- 
though I was determined to tell you of i*, a« 
'4 was never to fee her again, even though you had 
not acquainted me with her having told llories of 
me. . . . Never to fee her again 1—! ihaii not al- 
low this, . . . How, Mamma ! . . . You muA 
ivoid an open rupture, which will maite a noife, 
■ injure the charafler of both the perfons who 
^ree. It is eafy by degrees lo break off your 
_ laintance, which will prevent ihe public fiom 
iking a hiftory oi' it to a.mufe themfelies with. 
rtiort, you muft remember it h more prudent 
difunite than it is to break. . . . tVhat, Mam- 
la! Ihall we continue to fee Mademoifelle df Ce- 
ihen ? . . . We need not fend for her, but 
mart receive her with politenefs; you are not 
liged to tell her you love her, but you may be- 
to her as ufual It is very hard, howe- 

toaflbciate with people we defpife, . . . It is 
iceflarytoleambow to live with chattering, mif- 
i, indifcreet perfons ; .becaufe, when you 
meet with them, you Ihould be able to guard againU 
them ; but wlien yoti have found them, or cen- 
neSed yourfelf with ihem, it is neceflary to fubmit 
patiently to them. . . . Oh, what imprudence 
have I been guihy oft I will never do fo again ; 
before I form an attachment, I will ftudy the dif- 
pofition of ihe perfon I am inclined lo love. . . . 
YoQwEH do well alfo to ftudy her charaQer, and 
even that of her family and friends ; for one may 
irequcntly judge of people by their connexions ; 
which 
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which is a ftill ftronger reafon why we (hould £ 
upon thofe who are moft efteemed. 

After this converfation, Adelaide has detemnii 
ed to fee Mademoifelle de Ceiigny again, and 1 
treat her in the manner which I have advifed^ bi 
this obedience cofts her fome pain. In continue 
fear of Mademoifelle, ihe fpeaks of nothing dec 
fively but the rain ox fine weather ^ fearing alwaj 
on h^r fide a bad interpretation ; .and, to prevec 
her from inventing new (lories of her, £he is cav 
tious never to fpeak to her in a low voice, and n< 
to remain alone with her a moment. This re 
flraint accuftoms her to prudence and circumfpec 
tion, and, at the fame time, maintains the bittc 
repentance (he has felt for forming an attachmen 
fo ill judged and fo ill fuited. 

Adieu, Nf adam ; I received yefterday a ktte 
from * * *, in which I am told the Chevalier i 
Valmont is neither confufed nor hurt bv the jefl 
which his young friends make on his wililom ; the; 
even add, that thofe who leaft refemble him pardoi 
him his opinions jon account.of his graces and art 
lefs behaviour. I very (incerely (hare with you 
Madam, in the joy which his condud and hisfuc 
cefs muft give you. 



LETTER XXXVII. 

Tke Counii de RofevitU to the Baron. 

AT laft, my dear Barpn, we are returned 1^ 
^ * ^. I have brought back my- pupil in hi 
nineteenth year^ with his principles fufficientl] 

ftrengtbeno 
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fTtrengthened to refift the alluring arts which love 
T was preparing to pra^tfe upon him. Stalina, ftill 
[ •TOimarried, lives with her father upon the banks of 
L'Che lake. She has found means to avoid and put 
t *6ff every propofed match, during our abfence, un- 
'ller various pretences, and chiefly under that of a 
%eak and worn out conftitution. The day after 
'nir arrival, the Prince received the following note: 
' " I am dying — Alas ! may I flatter myfelf with 
f '** the hopes of feeing, before I expire, my bene- 
^* factor and my prote£lor ! If this favour is refliTed 
* me, my laft momenis will be as grievous as my 
life has been unhappy. Stolina." 

The Prince, with tears in his eyes, brought me 
F^isnote ; without allowing me to fpeak, he faid, 
"no objections of yours will prevent my going im- 
mediately to AUxit StezirC^ houfe. . . . Do you 
B'ttiink me, interrupted I, capable of difluading 
pou from an aS of benevolence ? O, my friend ! 
i the Prince, warmly embracing me. . . . Ide- 
Sre, only, replied I, that a phyfician in whom 
rou put the greateft iruft, may accompany us, that 
?0u may know the real fituatlon of Stolina. He 
feed upon Dr. Walter; we fet off as Toon as he 
temc, and found Stolina in an elbow-chair, with 
P^l the outward appearance of a fick perfon, pale 
I'Uid languilhing, but more bewitching and beau- 
"fi]| than ever. Her agitation and joy at the fight 
f the Prince was too evident Her colour went 
d came, and flie burft into tears. She attempt- 
i to rife from her chair, but fell back. The 
'Hnce, equally affefled, feated himfelf, mutter- 
g fome incoherent words, HeihentoJd hermo- 
T he had brought a phyfician, and ordered him 
During this difcourfe, I earneflly examined 
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9 SteUna'i looks, and plainly perceived her dilpled^ 
■ fure at it. We left tht Dodor wiih her, and withr 
. iJrew to another aparimeni. He came to us in 
'about five tninutes, aiiJ po(ttively declared, that, 
fofar from Stilindi being dangcroufly ill, ihe could 
- Qot poffibly imagine herfeif to have the leail com- 
plaint ; and I am obliged in confcience to aHert, 
continued the DoStor, that there is fome delign ia 
(his. The teflimony of a man fo honeft and fcil- 
ful, whom no one could have influenced, Uruck 
ihe Prince very forcibly. He traverfcd the room 
: in great trouble. At laft, fays he, let us depart ( 
nothing now detains me. He hurried away ; (fol- 
lowed, highly pleafed at his bein^ able to tear 
. ^mfelf away from the dangerouK Stolina, without 
ev£n taking leave. He was fcarcely leaied in hi* 
£Oach, bekire he blamed his critdty; He figured 
tohimHK Siallna in tears : He favourably atmbu- 
; led their little artifice to her love for him; and,u 
if he had a mind to revenge on me the pleafure* 
t)us viSory over himfclf had given me, he openly 
, vowed his weaknefs and diftrefB, I took not the 
■ kiaft notice. My compofure provoked him: he 
would have much preferred a ferioos difcourfe. 
Any remonflrance from me, befides giving him 
{deafure at my uneafmefs, would have produced a 
regular debate, and prolonged a fubjeQ fo intereft- 
ingtohira: inlleadof which the converfation now 
ceafed ofcourfe : but when I perceived the Prince 
was about to put himfelf ferioufly in a paflion, I 
iaid to him, you will fail in your endeavour to 
alarm me ; for I know, though you may fome- 
tiiq^s, in a pet, make ufe of unguarded expref- 
fions; yet you have everconvinced me that honour 
Slid reafon are always your guides in aiFairs of 
confequence ; 
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confequence ; what therefore do your fpeeches Ti^ 
nify, when 1 am fecure of your aflions? Thele 
words flattered the Prince much, being, pronoun- 
ced in a blunt manner, and as if truth alone had 
forced them from me. He grew calm; the de- 
fire of meriting my efteem reftored him to himfelf. 
He offered me his hand, and, fetching adeepfigh, 
faid, you know me better than 1 do myfelf — Your 
truft in me gives me ftrength, and exalts me in 
my own efteem enough to make me flatter myfelf 
1 am worthy of your's. 

Soon after, at my defire, the Chevalier de Mur- 
vilU called on Stolina, and reprefented to her fo 
forcibly the bad confcquences of her behaviour, 
thai (he, after fome wavering, confentcd to com- 
plete ihe happinefs of the faithful Mirandrl; they 
are married, and fettled in the province of * * * 
one hundrwi leagues from court. This diflanca 
frees me from a very fcrious anxiety. The Prince 
heard the news with refoKnion, He is penfive, bnt 
ftrives to divert his melancholy by a clofer applica- 
tion than ever to his ftudies. Sometime ago the 
Prince his fether, who wtfhes him married this 
year, converfedon that fubjefl with me. I ap- 
prove his intention, but not ihe propofcd Princefs ; 
Ihe is veryugl|? and fix years older. If it is ne- 
ceflary in fuch fituations to be chiefly guided by 
political views, iscicry tender feeling to be giien 
up( Befides, i think t\\at prefint advantages alone 
are to beconftdered in the marriages of iovereign 
Princes ; it is a misfortune thai very little future 
benefit is lo be expeQed from their union : ambi- 
tion eafily breaks the moft facred ties, !t is the 
moderation of the Prince, the ftrength of his do- 
minions, Ihe prudence of war, that preferves his 
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government, and not great alliances that preferve 
the bleifings of peace. After thefe reflexions, I 
mentioned a young Princefs, lo.ely inherperfon, 
excellently brought up, and who by the fweetnefs 
of her temper, and by her accomplifhments, wouM 
infure the happinefs of the Prince, and be an or- 
nament of the Court When this fo fuitable an 
union takes place^ I ihrall only have one wifli, 
which is to afTift at the nuptials of Theodore and Omi- 
fiantia. It is delightful, after twelve years abfence 
from one's country, to return to it, to one's friends 
and family. But I cannot quit * * * without fc- 
vere pangs, or, to fpeak more plainly, without % 
fixed resolution of returning to it. I fhal! leave 
behind me the obje£t that for twelve years has iiM 
tirely poflefled my thoughts. You can beft judgei, 
my dear Baron, the grief fuch a feparation muft 
occafion to me. 

. Your's dated the 2Sth is jud come to hand. I 
perceive by it my laft has not yet reached you. 
Be at eafe with regard to the Count JPOftedit \ 
every proper ftep has been taken ; a£k with confi- 
dence on your fide. What pleasure I fhall have 
m renewing at * * * my acquaintance with M onf.. 
iPOJialis f He atone will make me not regret the 
lofs of our prefent Ambaffador* 



LETTER XXXVIII. 
The Baronefs to Madame de Falmont. 

YES, Madam, the firft of November was a jojr- 
ful day for Adelaide and TAeedere. We were ftiU 

in 
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in (he Convent, when at eight o'clock in ihe mor- 
ning we were told, that MonCiTAImane and Theo- 
Aore were waiting for us in the parlour. Adelaide 
tookErmineby the hand, and we went down flairs 
with that eagernefs which one feels to fee two per- 
fons fo dear to one after fix months abfence. We 
paffed thebaic, and flew into the outer parlour,— 
Adelaide threw herfeif into the arms of her father, 
while I received Theodore in mine- Adelaide em- 
braced him in her turn ; after which we left the 
■ Convent,- and got into our coach. — On our arrival 
at home we entered my apartment, where we found 
Madame d'OJlalii and IVtadame de Li moun.— Ade- 
laide had no fooner fet her foot in my chamber, than 
{he perceived the china which ufed to ornament it, 
and the tea table, were no longer there, — On her 
making, this remark, Madame d'OJlalii led her 
into my clofet, and (hewed her it was deprived of 
all the impreilions, drawings, and miniatures with 
which the wainfcot had been adorned the paft Win- 
ter. Adelaide, anoniflied at thts alteration, afked 
the reafon, at which every body fmilcd, but made 
her no reply : at length, Madame de Limours, com- 
ing to me, faid, Adelaide is to give us a breakfaft 
this morning, if you will permit her. Shehasfome 
excellent tea, which is now waiting for us in her 
apartment.— We all followed Madame de Limourr. 
and entered Adelaide's chamber, where we found 
nothing new, only that her bed was not in the 
room. — Adelaide, furprifed, afked me how it hap- 
pened. When on afudden the door of the preten- 
ded galleries, which had been fliut up, opened, and 
difcovered a delightful apartment, Lhtle Ermine 
flew thither, uttering a cry of joy, Adelaide threw 
herfeif on my neck, faying to me. Oh, Mamma ' 
I ai 
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I am feafibie of yoirf goorfnefs, but you fend mc 
farther from me ; I was nearer to you in this room. 
As Ihe finiJhed thefe words, Madam de Lim'ruri took 
her hand, and led her into a beautiful bed-chamber. 
There my daughter, looking round her, faw part 
of the ornaments which ufed to be in my apart- 
ment, and eafily guefled the reft were diftributect ' 
in the other rooms. Madame d'Ofialit opened at. 
commode, and took out a little box, in which Adt- 
iaide found a few diamonds and other jewels I was 
miftrefs of*. Very far from exprefling -any plea- ■ 
fure at this fight, Adelaide, looked very grave- 
ly on all ihefe riches.-^Ah, Mamma ! faid (he to 
me, I cannot fee with any pleafure that you have de- 
prived yourfelf of thefe ornaments for me; do you 
think it is poDible that I can enjoy them ? . . . Make 
vourfelf eafy, my dear child ; amufe yourfelf with 
thefe toys which are made for perfons of your age. 
Whenever I purchafed any of them, or was pleafed 
with 

• If according lo Ibis thought of Madame J'A!maiu, it migh' 
perhaps be faid, il U very fafy iii a romance to gtse fuch ei- 
■mplee, I Ihall infwer thai iii the wbote progrcfs of this Work 
1 have introduced nothiijg which ha) not been really done, and 
that I knew a Mother IHll younger tKa:i Madaoie J'dlmaiti, who 
made to her two daughter* the little facrillcea jufl mentioned, if 
theplcafureof ^L,g your children Ihefe trifles can be called fai 
crilicea. The Philofopbar L haron, who was adifciple of Mon- 
taigne, fajq ; Parent' ought lo tecf'ne their childrsD into their 
fociety, and particTpalioii of their (ortunei as foon m they arc 
fit for it, and coiiverfe with them on their (ituation and domcfiic 
iftain, aiid alfo communicate to themtheir i:<tentionF, opinions, 
and idea;, and contribute to their innocent a mufemciite all in 
their powCi at the fame time prefcnring their rank and author- 
ity over them. DfhS,gife,Uv. 3, Chap. 14. -.--As we have 
mentioned Cfaaron, I cannot liut obfervc that Rouffeau hai 
taken a greil many of hif lenlimentB ^m this Author, parti- 
cularly what he fi^s agxiaft tbofe mothers who do not nurfe 
their own children, Sti ih. Chap, fir U, icvii, dci Fani" 5f 

V". 
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With them, it was bccaufe they were cfcflincd for 
you. Reward methenformy attention by appear- 
ing pleafed with my prefent. Adehidc embraced 
me, and preffed me in her arnis, without being 
able to anfwer me. Madame de Limgurs came and 
parted us, in order to (hew jidelaide the reft of the 
apartments; after which we returned to her cham- 
ber to drink tea, and after breakfaft we conduced 
Theadare to his apartment. He espefiied the hck- 
ed-up door would be open for him alfo ; fo that he 
had not the pleafure of furpri7£ ; however, he was 
delighted with his new habitation.^When Adelaide 
and I were left alone, flie eXpreffed her gratitude 
in the moft affeSing terms. You have given me, 
faid Ihe, at one and the fame time, every thing 
that can indulge the fancy of a young perfon who 
has not had the happinefs of heing brought up by 
you. Your prefents are far above my wifhes; yet 
they are only precious tome, as they belonged to 
you .... Youmuft thenbefcnfible, mydear/Jj/e- 
laidey of the extreme pleafure I feel in giving you 
all thefe trinkets .... Yes, certainly, but never- 
thelefs it gives roe pain to fee your chimneys and 
(helves luifumiftied, and that horrid little tea-table 
of Englilh ware, which fiipplies ihe place of your 
fine china .... Hear me, my dear child, and you 
will cealfi to pity me. Is it not true that a dim of 
tea or coffee drinks as well out of a cup made of 
earthen ware as out of the fineft china ? . . , Yea, 
but for the pleafure of looking at it ... . Suppo- 
fing then the fight of my china gave me, pleafure, 
wluch it never did, it could only have been durit^ 
the novelty of it. Befides, nothing is more inconve- 
nient than to have one's chamber filled with vafcs, 
mkeys, snd other pieces of china ; and we 
ihould 
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Oiould never place fuch ornaments m a room where 
nobody came, fo true it is that we have thefe ihingt 
only for the pleafure of letting ihem be feen ; that 
is from motivesof vanity to ftiew our tafte and our 
riches. For my part, I have another kind of vanity, 
which is to prove that I only efteem thcfefuperflnitiet 
inordertogive ihem to my daughter. I fhalthave 
much more pride, when thofe who vifit me look with 
amazement on my (habby fet of earthen cups and 
faucers, than when they praifed the elegance of 
my tea-table. I have no need to affureyou that 
this way of thinking contributes in no refpefl to 
make me do what I do to oblige you, though it may 
fometimes help to reward me for the facrtfices I have 
made on your account. I need only to confult my 
own heart in order to do things which wiH give 
you pleafure . . . Mamma, you infpire mine with 
noble fentiments by your tendernefs and your ex- 
ample. At prefent I cannot conceive how people 
can value themfelves on fuch trifling things.— It 
appears to me that nothing is wanting but good 
fenfe, and a proper degree of pride, to make m 
conduct ourfelves as we ought. — Is it poflible that 
-proud and rich people fhould value themfelves on 
their fine houfcs, their fide-board of plate, and 
their jewels, when every ftep they take they may 
find people who not only equal but even furpafs 
them in magnificence? If, on the contrary, they 
Would diftinguifli themfelves by their moderation 
and benevolence, tfiey would meet with few com- 
petitors ; and the praifes they would then obtain 
would really be gratifying .■. . You fay very right, 
but, however wife fuch an obfervation may be, a 
bad heart will never make it . . . Mamma, Ipro- 
niife you I will always avoid this ridiculous oftent2- 
lion 
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tation . . . To have a houfe convenient and neatly 
furailhed, and elegant by its plainnefs, and fafhU 
onable cloaths, which are nothing remarkable ei' 
ther in their form or for their magnificence, a box 
either at the opera or the play, which ever one 
likes ben, and to give good fuppers, are all the ad- 
vantages to be derived from richesi As to plate, 
jewels, and expenfive furniture, they are merely 
for oftentation*, and wholly unfit for perfons in 
private life, and very ridiculous and indecent in 
people who by their birth and fituation are excufed 
from making any kind of figure or appearance.— 
Always remember then, that pomp fliuls its eyes 
to the fuffcrings of human nature, and withholds 
from it the afliftance which it ought to give ; and 
that 

* We live not, Tays Charoni for ourielvel, but for others ; 
we care not fo much whal we really and truly are in oorfelves, 
aewhatweareintheeftiniationof the public: fothat we flint 
ourfelvei, we abridge DurTclvesof the CAnveniences of life, and 
lormenl ourfelves lo make a Ihew in the oplnian of the world. 
This is true, not ooly with regard to external things, andtboTe 
which relate <o the body and to the ufe and iipendilure of 
our forlunes ; but alfo with regard lo the endowments of the 
mind ; which ne |fok upon as ufelefs uclefs they are difplayed 
lo view far the approbation and entertainment aS ethers. — 
Laftly, the fummil and perfection of human vanity, flicwe it. 
felf in feeldng, delighting, and placing' its whole felicity in 
things which are frivolous and vain i and which are by no 
means necelTary to the comforts and conveniences of life ; 
wtiilll if ia not foljcilous, as it ought to be, about thofe which 
are rare and eRential, God has in himfelf what ever is truly 
and elTcnlialiy good, evil esjUs in him, in iJca only : man, on 
the contrary,po<TeireB his good things in idea, and hia evil ibingt . 
in reality. Brutes do not feed and falisfy themfelrcs with opi- 
nions and fancies ; but with what is prejent, palpable, and 
real. Vanity is the lot of man alcne : he runs, he bullies, he 
tKdirs himfdf, be tlies, he purfues, he catches a Ihadow ; be 
courts the wind, and a mere Ilraw is the reward of a whole life 
«f toiL 
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that no one can admire it who has not a depraved' 
heart and the mofl childifh vanity*. * 

- Aj prefent, Madame, Adelaide enjoys almoft «ll 
the privileges of a young married woman. She 
has a waiting woman toherfelf; whomi fent fbr 
from England, a young perfon well educated, about 
four and twenty, and who does not know a word 
of French. Adelaide has an allowance with which 
a married woman might be fatisfied, and I only 
charge rayfelf with paying her's and Ermine's ma(^ 
ters. I have inGfled that Adelaide Ihould not fuf- 
fer her woman to keep her accounts ; therefore, 
every night, give her a little memorandum of the 
expences of the day, which jJ(if/awfcpa.ys immediate- 
ly, and then fetsdown the accoimt in a book which 
is appropriated to this ufe. This book is brought 
to me every fortnight, tliat I may fee whether my « 
injunctions be regularly obferved, and whether the . ^ 
expences be reafonable. Befides this, Adeldde has 1 
another book, in which flic makes all her trades- 1 
people write their receipts. She is every morning \ 
employed in looking over the expences of my 'i 
houfehold, and fettling the account. Thefc little \ 
matters do not taJte her up more tfian a quarter of 
an hour in a day, and by this means flie learns the 
price of all the different articles ufed in houfe-keep- * 
tng -, and, being accuilomed from her infancy to | 
thefe things, it is no kind of (lavery, and it does 
not even appear ftrange ; her accounts only are 
more exteniive ; but having been led to them by 
degrees, ftie finds them' no more troublefome. *" 

Adelaide begins now to go into company; at ' 
fixteen it is time fliefliould appear. — She fups with 
us, flie comes into the faloon about half an hour J 
before \ 



P O N E D U C A T I O X. u> 

before fupptr ; and retires to her chWnber, when 
we get up from tabic ; for it is neceflary (he fliould 
go to bed and rife early, while (he has mafters, 
which will be for two years to come. I intend 
alfo, about once a fortnight, to fake her with me 
topay vifits.' But the greateft pleaforelhc can en- 
joy, at hfir time of life, is ihecontinuine the new 
plan of reading, which we began in Holland ; and 
to go often to the French ComcdY> to f'-''^ 'h< 
bcft" plays of our Dramatic Authors. The day 
before yefterday fhe faw Pktedra performed, which 
ftie had never read. — It is impoffible to defcribe the 
impreflion whieh this piece made on her ; an im- 
preflion flie will feel often and for a long time. — 
Imagine, Madam, what delight it mull afford a 
young, fenfible, and well inftruGed perfon, lofec, 
mihe courfeof the winter, ihe^r/? rf/rf/f»M(»4W 
ofCinna, of the Horatli, of Roiiogune, of Atha- 
liah, of Andromache, Za'ire, the Mifanlhrope, 
Tartuffe, les Femmes Savantcs, &c. &c. &c and 
to be able tl) (ay in fhe Spring, this exquifite piea- 
fiire is far from being exhaufled ; next Winter 1 
(hall fee the firjl reprefenfatiani of olher pIa)S 
equally good and well reprefcnted. 

To give you \n account, Madam, of all our 
employments, wc have begun acourfe of Philofc- 
phy. — There are about fifteen of us who attended 
the LeChires, which are twice a week, and will 
laft two months. We (hall attend, for the fame 
time, LeQuresonChymiftry, and we (hall finilli, 
_by'^oing lhr«ugh a courfc of Natural limorv ; 
■" ^ich will "carry us to the month of May. We 
all repeat them all again next winter, as that Is 
; only frtcans of mahing them ufeful •, for it is 
ooffible to reap the fmallelt advaniage from 
S;oL. in. G tlii.*ni 
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them, attending eacli only once. Adelaide snA ■ 
Theodore, are neilhcr. of them ftrange-rs to Natural 
Hiflory ; and they have acquired fome knowledge 
of minerals, and (hells, as 'well as of plants.— 
They read in their infancy, and almoft know by 
heart, the Spe^ade dela Nature, and k HiJIeire dei 
InfeSit, in two volumes, well written, ind very 
jnterefting ; and in four months they will read that 
immortal work*, which, even without a tafte for 
Natural Hiftory, one muft read over and over 
again, for one's whole life. 

Do not imagine, Madam, that my intention is 
to make Adelaide learned \ you know my fenti- 
ments in that refpefl, which are not at all changed. 
I only mean to give her a little knowledge of thefe 
things, which may ferve to amufe her fometimes, 
and prevent her from being tired at any time, 
Ihould her father, her brother, or her hufband, 
chufe to talk on fuch rubjeSs ; at the fame time it 
will preferve her from an infinite number of pre- 
ilidices which are adopted by ignorance. 



I 

kSTNCF. vou do not return from Ghent till neit ' 



LETTER X^XIX. 
^keBaren to theVifcsunt. 



SINCE you do not return from Ghent till neit 

month, my dear Vifcount, I muft fend you fome 

account of our children. For fome time I had afa- 

ferved 

> MMDiiig, wefuppofe, M»;. B„f^, Natural H,JI,rf.~-'\i 
this Author continuns publifhing much longer, a IhortlSe will 
» be entul to ihc tadt. 

NolB of the TttiNBLATOBS, 
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ferved a vifible alteration in 7'^«(/or^ ; he becsinjl 
abfent and thoughtful; at one lime he fixed h' 
eyes on theCountefs AnalalU, (who fups here i 
ten) at another he palTtonaLeiy admired the chaWj 
ming figure of the beautiful Cwjiantia. Ifound'l^ 
was neceffary for me to fpeak. One day, aftei 
having dined with Madame de Limouri, wheM 
for the firtl lime he had lieard ConJIenlia fiiig, i 
faid to him, I perceive with pleafure the imprcffioi' 
yoor coufin has made upon you. At thefe worj _ 
Tieodcre blufhed ; furprife and joy was painted ia 
his countenance ; yes, my Ton, added I, Conjian- 
tia is perfeflly weil edueated ; charming in every 
fefpea ; and my warmeft wifties would be accom- 
plilhed in having her for my daughter-iii-iaw, I 
own, faid 7htodsre, I have often fufpe£ted you had 
fuch intentions : but your filence to me on that 
head made me rcjeft thefe tlioughts.— JTiu vjtre lao 
young to be acquainted with a projeil in embrio, end 
wMch ewn now hat no cfrtainty . . . Yet the ties of 
blood and friendlhip which bind you to Monf de 
Limouri . . , Certainly the match would be a very 
proper sftf ; but abovf all pu majl dffire it mafl ear- 
mfily . . . Oo not doubt that in the leail: . . . The 
Jieetrt ifCmfiantia alfo mujl not make the leaji ubjelti- 
m : and it muft be the merit which your condafl 
will acquire, that will induce her parents to prefer 
you to the many who will fcek their alliance : (he 
is now but fourteen, and will certainly not be 
married til! (he is fevcnteen : if till that time you 
do notaSup to the hopes formed of you, or if you 
appear to have formed another attachment Mon- 
fieurrff Liowurs will never give you his daughter 
... O, my father I anfwered Theodore, I /hall be 
ways with you ; I (hall reveal to you my moil 
G 2 fecrct 
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fecret thoughts, and Ihall follow blindiy y 
vice : can I then fear going aftray for a m 
Afo daubltefi, if you ferfifl in tftii rcfoluiion . - . J^j 
perfift, O! have no doubts of ihal ! Have you ui 
taught me two eneniial truths; thnt virtue doq 
infures a happy life, and that a guide, at my agd 
is abfolutely oeceflary. If the beft founded gran 
tude, and the moft tender afFe£iion, did not atta^ 
ine inviolably to you, reafonandfelf-intereft wouEl 
make me fcek your advice and prefer your fooieg 
to all other company. It is enough to be acquaiijj 
ted with yourwifdom and knowledge of the worfi 
for me to confult and obey you.— Figtire to youd 
felf the abfolute power which you, my benefsfbai 
afather, as affeftionale as inftrudlive, andafrieoi 
as indulgent as agreeable, have over me. — Theoden 
uttered thefe words with that animated tone, thai 
feeling and fincere air, which fo much enhancd 
the value of profeflions of friendfliip— Delight&j 
child ! how all my labours are rewarded ! 1 

He has promifed to keep fecret from CenJIantH 
hishopesof being her's, and from every one elfri 
except Madame iPAI'^ane. I am fare he will keq 
his word. Since this converfation, he takes a wafl 
mer interefl in CmiJJantia, and ia much lefs Aruel 
hy the charms of the Countefs Anaialle. She is nif 
longer vifiied by Monfieur de St. Phar. SonW 
fay there never was a real conneflion between 
them : others, that he has facriRced theCountefl 
to Madame de R* *. However it is, fhe has lofl 
her charader, and is the leCa fpared on account oj 
her fuperior beauty ; they take her cruelly to pie" 
ces ; and ftie is much to be pitied, if (he has no- 
thing to reproatih herfelf with, except being a co- 
quet. 
^ LET- 
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LETTER XL. 

T^hi Baronefs to Madante de Valtnont, 

THEY are in the right, Madame, who fay, that 
a mother is very proud the firft time her daughter 
has an offer of marriage. I have juft experienced 
that fatisfadkion. The Marquis d flernayy a young 
manwhomlfaw in Italy,isvery defirous of marry- 
ing -rf<i^Ai/i/f ; he hinted the fubjc6fc to me near three 
weeks ago ; I gave an indiref): anfwer, and fpoke 
of. it to my daughter the fame day. At the firft 
mention 01 marriage, before I named the Marquis 
JPHerna'j^j fhe changed countenance 1 What ! 
Mamma, cried fhe, do you already think of mar-* 
rying me ? . . . Not immediately, anfwered I, (icce 
you have a good fortune, and are well fituatecT.— - 
Nothing can determine me to marry you till your 
cdiication i& quite completed But 1 can from this 
lime^ if you confent tq it, enter into cooditional 
engagements. In fhort, he that makes propofals-^* 
is the Marquis d'Hernay-^z very proper perfon, 
whofc fortune and &mily . . . Oh ! Mamma, inr 
terrupted Adelaide^ fmiUng, was his family flill 
more noble, and his fortune more ccmfiderable, it 
is tmpoffible that man fhould be deftined to call you 
mother . . . Adelaide^ you are ♦ery cenforious?, 
faid I . . « I think he does me great honour . ., biff 
I confeft that he does not appear to me worthy of being 
your Jon . . . nor your hufband : . , . Confefs the 
truth yourfelf. Mamma, that you are of ray opi- 
nion I . . . To be ferious, faid I, why have you 
fo great a <liflike to him ? . . . becaufe. Mamma, 
you think him a coxcomb ... I never told you fo 
. . . but I obferved it, Mamma, and your opinion 
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will always determine mine . . . Well, if it (hould 
be true that he is a coxcomb, if he be worthy ? . . . 
My dear Mamma fhall find me a good hufband, 
and one who is not a coxcomb . . . Take care, 
Adelaidey that you form no idle chimeras, nor car- 
ry your delicacy too far . . . I cannot do that ; for 
I affure you I never in my life confidered the tura 
of mind I fhould defire in a hufband.— I know 
I fliould not have knowledge or experience enough 
to chufe properly ; and that I (hould be juft as fool- 
iih as ungrateful, if I did not tnift my happinefs 
entirely to you . . . Then you will readily accept 
the hufband that I ferioufly propofe to you . . . Yes, 
Mamma, be affured of it, whoever he be ... I de- 
ferve this confidence ; but how important is the 
choice 1 if you knew, my child, how difficult it is 
to judge of men . . . their manners are fo different 
fi'om cur's, and then they know fo well how to di{^ 
femble when they think proper . . . How well Ri- 
chardfon has delcribed thi^ I that horrible Love- 
lace ! what a hypocrite ! what a monfier ... it is 
true, they are only taken up in deceiving us, in 
feigning affedions they do not feel, tofeduce us, 
that they may boaft ot it afterwards ... It makes 
one tremble.— But how can a woman be fo foolifh 
as to facrifice to a man her happinefs and reputatir 
on ? . . . That i% the abyfs into which a difordered 
imagination leads us. — ^We perfuade ourfelves that 
our love is unconquerable \ we make no efforts to 
oppofe it ; we yield to it ; and we are not undecei- 
ved, till our chara£ber is entireiy loft. Rational 
people, though poffeffed of great fenfibility, will 
never be violently in love ; therefore you fee how 
careful Richardfon has been (who certainly knew 
the human heart) not to reprefent Clgriffa iii love ; 

cvea 
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!v«i at ihe timewhen fhe is decdvcd m Lotehce, 
Ffltc has only a fmill degree nf pre£:reiice for him, 
ind never any love : yet (be has a icnJer heart ; 
^il (be has virtuous pnnct|ilcs, a fupcrior undcr- 
ding, and great pruJence ; and confequcntly 
■npoffible ftie Qiould be fiifceplible of an afffc- 
tion which cannot fill the heart till it hssiumcdthe 
head 1 and from which reafon will always prefcrvc 
a period of reflcflion who has a conrunand over 

i berfelf.— Afterthisconverfationit isunneceflary to 

^^^ tell you that I have not accepted iheMarquis^Twr- 
^^B paji'saSer : he defired apofitive anfuer, and fiace 
^^Fthatiimehehas entirely left off vifitmg here. 
^^Hf You areansious to know, Madame, what im- 

m 

^^P W( 



fi^reflion going into company has made upon j 
%iide; as (he has all her fenfes ahout her, Ihe is 
Tery much ftriick with the ahfurdities flie perceives. 
^ carried her the other day to Madame de B— 
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'here there was a great deal of company, and 
we ftaid fome time. She made many obfer vat ions, 
which (he communicated to me, when we were 
alone. Can any thing be, (he aflted me, more 
amiable than Madame Jf B ? No, certainly, 

replied I, and you will find very few perfons to be 
compared to her. She pofTefTcs that true politenefs 
ihat always pleafes and never fatigues. She has 
Ihe art, foinfinilely rare, of fpeakingwell, ofcx- 
prefling herfelf with elegance and purity, without" 
Ma being poflible to accufe her for one moment of 
pedantry. You may fay of hcrconverfation ihe 
fame that they fay of Madame de Sfvignt's writing, 
that it is never far fetched, nor ever vulgar. She 
has fo fweet a rfifpofition, that we are more charm- 
ed than furprifed at her moft lively fallits, and re- 
flefljonconvincesusof herfupcriority. . . . With 
what 
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what warmth, Mamma, faid Adelaide y you make 
her eulogium, and yet (he is not one of your inti- 
mate friends ! . . . Was (he my enemy, I (hould 
fav the fame things of her, it is fo plea(ing tofpeak 
OT her as (he dcfcrves. . . . Mamma, what is the 
name of that young lady who was feated by Ma- 
dame de By with her handkerchief fo trimmed, 
and fo many flowers (hakinff on her head ? . . • 
Madame de — — , how do you like her ? . . . She 
is not at all pretty, and (he has a difagreeable man- 
ner of turning her hei^d to the right and left eveiy 
moment, and of making faces 1 , . . What % 
groupeof men (he drew round her I . . . A& foon 
as (he comes into a room, all the men who are 
there come and furround her thus. ... I lay a 
wager it is on account of the faces (he (nakes> for 
it is very droll to fee her near. . . . Y^^t AdelaldCf 
Uiis U v^h^t U Cmlcii coquetry ; which meadefpifQ 
fo much, and which neverthelefs attraQs their no* 
tice. . . . Mamma, did you remark when Madame 

jg B faid fo much in praife of Madame C «* ■ ■» 

with what coldnefa Madame de * * * gnfwered 
her ! . . . Yes, (he was not able to diffemble her 
chagrin ; for envy is a vice which no art can con- 
<5^al. — 'You fee the proof of it : fmce youy who are 
fo young and fo little experienced, difcovered ia a 
moment, tfiat Madame de ^ ^ ^ was envious. . . • 
And how can one he fo I how at leaft. can one be 
infenfihle to the noble pleafure of -doing jufticq ta 
others. 

You fee, Madame, bow ridiculous ^J^Ao/W^ finds 
coquetry, and envy as difagrccable. If (he had 
feen company at my houfe from the age of eight 
years (be would have been accudomed to all tliefo 
things ; (he would not have remarked them, or at 
^ leaft 



A 



ON EDUCATION. 

I (he would not have been fhocked by them ; 
■d in that cafe how ll>ouid I have a£le(J, in order 
Ehave preferved her from the fame (auhs ; inilead 
T which, 1 have no occafion to tell her how haie- 
l) the rice is ; her eyes are open, ihe lees aad de- 

[Yes, Madame, the Chevalier de Valmanl Aili 
jodufishlmfclf aswell as youi affe^tioncanwilh : 
; connexions are not very much extended, be- 
ufe he has chofen his friends with propriety. He 
Iparticularly attached this winter lo the Marquis 
fcT* * *, that young man fo diftinguilhcd by his 
J by his genius, and briDiant qualities, and 
pofe conduit has given every father of a family 
e fatisfaQioa of Uiuig able to offer to his fons. a 
jpdel worthy Co be imitated. Tl.e Chevalier de 
limont flieWB the moft fuicere attachment to 'Theo- 
j they have both the fame principles and ilie 
Rie fentiinentE, and thi^y are made to love each 
Bier throughout their lives. 



LETTER XLI. 



The Barau^fi lo Maiam ^Ofidis. 



TV^LL, my dear cliilJ, does the affa 
^ed ? Will Mopf d'OJlalh obtain his wiflies, and 
■ 'e appbinted to the cmbafly ? Send me a mclfen- 
tr to tell me the fes — and even the No ; that No, 
tich will make you reinaln at home ! — In prefe- 
G 3 renc 



H 



1S4 LETTERS 

rence lo every llilng, I wifli for the advancement 
ofyourhufband, and all that will contribute to h» 
honour and the incrtafe of his fortune— But I am 
in the moft difficult fituaiion j for that which my 
heart wishes for, my reafon condemns !— For me 
to with to fee you fctting out for La * * * ! — No, 
do not imagine it!— Ah, my daughter !— How 
often have I reproached myfeif during the two 
years I ftaid tn Italy, at fuch a diftance from you, 
and which I might have fpent with you !— But let 
us fay no more of it j let us wait the event with 
refignation, and prepare ourfelves to fupport it 
with courage. 

I fupped lafl night at Madame de falcyh for the 
firft time this winter. The Vifcountefs made fuch 
n point of it that I could not deny her. There 
were near forty people of the beft fafhion. Wc 
havefeen the timewhen Madame i/ff'a/rjf was not 
well received in company, but, now that flie has 
a hundred* ihoufand livres a year, all the world 
flock to her with eagernefs. She is very much 
elated at it -, fhe is ignorant that {he has no better 
quahties, than her riches, to attrafl theirnotice.— 
People who keep fuch excellent houfes, are like 
kings, who never know what is faid of them. A 
good fupper as often makes people guilty of mean- 
nefs and falfehoodas ambition, -f- Duclos has faid 
very juflJy, " Man can never judge but by ap- 
" pearances. Are they made dupes of ? It is be- 
" caufe ihofe who deceive them are bafcly, as well 
*' as dexterouOy perfidious.'* It is alfo true,* that 
unlefs we are blinded by «n immoderate (hare of 
Tanity, 

• 4,\66 Louie •I'ora, orGuineas. 
-f Coaiiderallons fur Ics Mnus. 
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vanity, a very little experience may inform uy, 
that whenever we pkafe, we may draw company 
to our houfesj even witliout giving ftipptrs ; it is 
not neccflary to be amiable i we have only to de- 
fire it, to keep at home, and to open our doors. 
This is a ufeful leflbn for young people in order to 
""Iteep them from the abfurd folly of fetfing a high 
(ilue on their extenfive connexions. This eagcr- 
fefs for drawing all Paris to our houfes occafions 
Plofs of lime, which is not repaid by any real 
leafure. In themidft offuch a vortex, it is im- 
ffible to cultivate the mind or improve it, and to 
eferve an inclination for ftudy or bufinefs. — My 
pteniion is certainly not to let my daughter live 
1 Jblitiide ; and I fhall have no objeSion to her 
I places fometimes, where the may meet 
jEah fifty or fixty people, provided ihe dots not 
ceive lb many at her own houfe, where I would 
ive her entertain only her friends, and thofe that 
e really amiable ; and, in that cafe, Ihe will nc- 
Tcr have forty perfons to fupper. Monf. and Ma- 
damedt Vaky are ruining themfeives; their pride 
pays very dear for the credit of keeping one of the 
beft houfes in Paris. Adieu, my dear child ; 1 do 
not prefs you to write to me ; you can judge by my 
affeSion for you of the impatience with which I 
wait to hear from you. 




iS6 LETTERS 



LETTER XLH. 
^h B0tmefM t9 Madame de Vahmt. 

MONS. JPQplis is. named Acobaffador to 
* * *. He ft t& out in two months, and his wife 
attends him. Far from exa£)i]:^ fiich a faorifice^ 
he prefTed Madame iOjialis to remain in France ; 
but^ doubtle/i,^ he was cei tain fixe would lifteoon-r 
!y to her dvty !— Yes, fuch is. the duty of a wife I 
l^e muft without hefitatipn quit her friends,, her 
iamiiy, her mother^ to follow her huihand.. Me'* 
hide may. one day be called upon perhaps to per-* 
form thp fame duties 1-— This criiel thought deprives 
Ttyt of my onlv coofolalipn. Madame d!u^tiis. renda 
my heart, wnen fiie fays Adfilaide remams to> you. 
Alas I who canaiTureme fiie will always remain ? 
What a melan^oholy fummer will this be to me I 
Monf. (TAimaney and Theodore fet out in fix weeks ;. 
and I, a fortnight after, fliallfix myfelfat 5** * 
on tha( little ejtate we have fix leagues from Pa^ 
ri3 ; v/here I fliall ftay till the begj.inning of No^ 
vfmber. Adieu^ Madame ;-^pity me.r^Yoa 
know better than any body hqw much I muft fuf- 
fer at this time. 
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7kt Baroneft to Madame dt Folmimt. 

YES, Mat^ame, without doubt ttic intcrcft of 
lofe who sredear to us is able to make us fupport 
vith courage the moil crtjel Hifappointments.— 
e I i»t myfelf taken aU the ftepa that could pof- 
kbfy, on this occa&iMi, be ufefiil to Monf, dOfia- 
\if\X\ couU be but rure tliat Adekidt would be 
wo ihoufaiKl kae,ues from me, tto yoB 
llinkl Ihould hefitate a moment lofeparatemyrelf 
j^om her ? I fhoukt not even then facrifice all my 
fclicity to ber ; in fecurtiig her's, I could not think 
iOyfelf unbaippy. 

■ I (ball only receive my particular ftiends here ; 

Ibaivebrought with me a miaiature painter, the 

" nijr mafter Adelaide wants aJ prefeni ; for 1 can 

„appJy the place of all the others. Monf. Leblaw, 

|i(«nf. J?Jtmaag'i fteward, will ftay fix months 

^ith us, antt will give my daughter fame general 

knowledge of thofe affairs in which a woman may 

find herfcli' engaged: So it is recommended by the 

Lwifeft and beft of inftruftors. " It is- right," fays 

Ijjonf. ia pciifhn, " that young people (hould 

\*\ know fMReibiog of the priiacipal lules of the 

If*-^ laws: foi example, tho difference there is be- 

f ■« tweeo a Will and a DmA of Gifi ; what is the 

ig of ^ Central; »n Entail, afli'fiyfen, and 

'* Ciiari ; the principal laws of the country where 

•' we live i and the cuftoms which render thefc 

' a£h vaBd j what is meant by Properiy,^ by Owf 

* tminily, by real and perfonalkjlain. K they ace 

marricff. 
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"married, their principal bufinefs will turn upon 

" therethings.— Girls of families and large fortunes 
•' ought to be in.lruQed in the duties of poCTefTors 
** of great eflates. It is righr to teach them what 
" theyfiiould do, in order lo fupprefs the abufes, 
" chicanery, and all thofe artifices fo common in 
•' the country. Add to this the means by which 
*-' they may eftablifli little fchools and Jiofpitals for 
•' the (ick and poor. In explaining the duties of 
" landlords, do not forget their rights; tell them 
" what are ftsft, Vaffali, Homage, Rent, Impn- 
" priationi, the Right of Field Rtnt, Fines of AUm- 
*' athn^ Indemnities^ Mortmain, Acknoix)hdg...ent, 
" Court-rolli, and fuch things, the knowledge of 
" which is neceflary, fince the management of 
" eflates intirely depends on all thefe matters." * 
We have every morning a con erfation of three 
quarters of an hour with Monf. Leilancon this fub- 
je£t. In the afternoon, Alelaide writes down all 
fhc is able to retain in her memory. M. LeBlene 
correQs it the next day, and adds in the margin the 
words flie has omitted. Adelaide willprefervethefc* 
papers, in order to remember what ihey contain. 
It will befufficient, iflhe only reads them once a 
quarter. I do not allow her to write at th^ time, 
becaufe fhe would not iiften withfo much attenti- 
on, if fhe was not obliged to take an account of the 
converfation four or five hours after ; and I have 
not allowed her mailer to write thefe papers, be- 
caufe the cleareft explanation, and what we pcver 
forget is that which w& make ourfelves. 

Adelaide 

* Education des Fillea par M. it Fenelon. The great 3(1. 
vantages women derive from this tied of knowledge, is mvch 
better explained in an excelleal Englidi work, entitled. The 
Govenietg, and Lady's Library, which deferreB to l>e rend with 
' ji by all mclbcrG of^milics, and young wo iDen. 
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Adelaide finds the country, where we now arc, 

&ot half Co agreeable as our fituation in Languedoc. 

^e is alfofurprifed and much hurt by perceiving 

gie wretched poverty of the peafanCs, who furround 

liis little eftate. What ! faidflietome, fomany 

infortunate people To near Paris ; fo near this mul- 

Itude of rich perfonst . , . Can you be alloiiifli- 

jd at it, replied I, when this poverty exifls even at 

Ifarisitfelf? It is not in the regions of pomp and 

tentation that you will find benevolence. Luxury 

ipports the manufaflures, gives bread to a num- 

a of workmen, that is, when it is moderafe ; but 

Sirried toexcefs, it equally ruins the workmen, and 

Bofe who employ them : the laft never pay, and 

ne firft die of hunger, and every tradefman is made 

CLbankrupt. In (hort, how is it, when you have 

jjjfty thoufand livres a year, and fpend eighty, that 

nou can do anv good rtflions f , . . Mamma, I (hall 

■r contract any debts, and ftiall always have 

; money left of my allowance. I wiih you 

|outd have the goodnefs to direfl me how to em- 

Hloy a Turn which I defign far the poor. , . . And 

rhat is this fum ? . . . Pive hmdred IJvret* a year 

grtain, and my brother will give the fame: but 

E wilh lo devote this money to a certain objeS 

Jirhidi is not to be changed. 

' I promife you I will think about it, anfwered I, 
yAd even to fecond you in this projefl. . , , Mam- 
, ^i\ii Adelaide, couldnot we form a little affoci- 
m with fome of our acquaintance? ... It is 
fcflible we may ; but we mufl never make propo- 
Rls of this kind,' except to particular friends, . , . 
Tou do not then approve of thofe collcflions that 
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are frecjuently made in company ? ^ . . Not at all ; 
let us give as muchas we can ; it is all that religion 
and humanity require of us. We are not ordered 
to beg alms to give away. For my part, I h'sid 
much rather difpofe of ferae of my goods to fupport 
an unfortunate perfon who afks my charity, than 
to beg money of thirty people whom I do not knowj^ 
and who give it with rclu£tance and an ill grace : 
for my part I never fubmit to this contribution but 
through politenefs.— How: can I be certain that 
the objeft of the charity is really worthy my com"-* 
paflion ? I know nothing of the matter ; I have 
my own poor whom I love ; the money thev a(k 
me for belongs to them^ t/ieb- rging Lady, labame 
^eteufe takes it from them, and alfo takes from 
me the merit and defightful pleafure of giving it. 
She alone will enjoy the littfe portion ofgratitude 
that is due to me. If it was not unpolite, I fhould 
have a perfect right to fay to her, deny yourftif 
one or iwo fiiperfluities, and you will complete 
the fum younowafkfor, in a manner much more 
noble and more meritorious. It is very likely this 
difcourie would make little impreitlon : for I ima- 
gine it is much eafier in general to be troublelbme 
and indifcreet, than charitable and benevolent. . . •• 
Yet, Mamma, Ihave often heard you praife Ma- 
dame— —, for her benevolence, and Ave is a beg- 
ging Lady. ... If the benevolence of all the beg- 
ging Ladies was as fincere and as univerfally known 
as hers, I fhould no longer condemn thecuflom ; 
it would" appear refpe6l;able ; though, even then, I 
fhould ftill he determined not to ^^pt it. I fay 
again, let us return tp our firft principles, and we 
fhalf never deviate from them. Above all, it is 
necefTary to be flrifkly jufl, and it cannot be called 

juflice 
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jifffioe toobtain mooey from tbofe who give it witii 
regret ; and this reafun slone woukl give 
avcrConforcoileQing money Jn company. 

The Came dav that we had this converfation, 
(old Madame de Litnmiri and Madame di S * * 
who w«re here, thefcheme of ^i/e/a/if j and 
agreed that wcfhould form an afTociation with Tome 
more perTons, in order to found a little efiibli(h- 
menl about iwokagucs from Paris ; and thsi each 
member Oiouid prefide over it in lum. We have 
not yet made our calculation-, we have only deter- 
mined at prefcnt on having a fchool for fix very 
poor girls, whom we lliall chufe with a^eeabte 
perfons and healthy conJlitutions, atid about ten 
years old. Thefe fix children we fhal) have taught 
to read, write, and caft accoiinis, and to work at 
their needle. We (hall take a fmall houfe for 
them, and put at the head of it a good workwo- 
man, and a man who will be the fleward, and at 
the Gtme tttnc the fchoolmafter. We fhall alfo 
givetlicm Kcook and a maid-fcrvant. We ima- 
gine this eftablifliment will coft us poflibly * fix 
thoufand livres a year. Our imenlions arc lo keep 
the girls only fcven years, the 'two laft of which 
they are to work for their own profit ; and they 
will be employed by the Ladies who eftablilh the 
thool, and by their friends : fo that, when they 
leave it at feventeen years old, they will have a 
fraall fum of money, underftand reading, working, 
writing, and accounts j the Govemeffes of the 
fociety will have the liberty of letting the girls they 
prefent, be taught other things, fuoh as embroidA 
rvfdrellin^ hair, and working tapeftry, &c. Thefe 
girls J havmg received an excellent education for 
their 

* TwoliunJreJ and fiftj Guineas. 
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their ilation, . will be eafily fettled in places either 
at Paris, or in the country ; and the fooner, as 
they will have the prote^ion.of all the Governefles. 
On the day they quit the fchool, fix other girls of 
the fame age will take their places ; and fo on, as 
long as any of the Governefles live ; who enter in- 
to new engagements every feven years. Adelaide 
is employed in forming the regulations of the 
fchool, and the Chriftian and moral inftru6fcions for 
the girls: the Governefles are to be the judges of 
this work, and to corre6k it as they fee occafion. 
You, Madam, who take fo much pleafure in do- 
ing good, will eafily imagine how much this fcheme 
employs us ; we talk of nothing elfe, and Adelaide 
has already drawn up a part of the inftni^ons 
deftined for the girls. 

I pun£lually receive news of the Chevalier de 
Valmont from my fon, who is very happy to- find 
himfelf this year in the fame garrifon ; and the 
praifes pf the Chevalier always take up a whole 
page of every letter I receive from Theodore. 



LETTER XLIV. 

The Baronefs to Madame de Valmmt. 

From St. * ♦ ♦ ♦. 

I HAVE made acquaintance. Madam, with a 
perfon you often met with at Narbonne in the 
Winter you fpent there: it is Monf. the Count de 
Ret el He gave me the pleafure of talking of you, 
which was fufiicient to make him agreeable. He 
has, befides great knowledge and underftanding, a 

little 
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little roughnefs and fingularity, but an excellent 

charaQer, and an air of frecdorn which pleafes me 

pSiuch. He has a charming houfe about three 

lartera of a league from mine : he gives us the 

Berty of walking in his garden ; which has been 

e means of bringing us acquainted. He has no 

t opinion of the knowledge or talenis of wo- 

. He fmiled when he faw the plan of my 

irden drawn by Adelaide, as well as at the land- 

Ispes, flowers, and miniatures of herdrawing. I 

Rirpe£l he may more than once have been deceived 

Stt this way, and that experience has made him in- 

" eredulous. Roujffnu fays, " At Paris the rich un- 

'• derfland every thing ; the poor only are igno- 

' rant. That capital is futlof artifts of rank, par- 

' ticularly females, who finifli their works, as 

l^i Monfieur Gu(//fluM invented his colours. I only 

i know three fair exceptions to this rule among the 

Ktnen, though there may be more; but I know 

jf not one among the ladies, and I doubt whether 

P'there be any." 

;■ Formy part, I know two exceptions already, 

hich are Madame (i'0/?fl//» and .^<^f/a;W(f,andihere- 

'■fcre I believe there may be more; though I have 

not Caen any other female artifts draw landfcapes 

from Nature, or make good and correfl likenefles 

in their portraits. But at length Monfieur de Relel 

has feen Adelaidi drawing in a garden ; he has ^ten 

her paint from Nature ; he has examined into her 

improvements, and is now convinced there is no 

deceit. This difcovery has made him go from one 

eKtreme to another ; for he is become one of Ade- 

hide's greatefl admirers. The other day we were 

playing by chance (for thefe fort of games are not 

yfo my tafte) at a game where every one is to write 

verfes 
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verfes in their turn. The prettieft hand-writing 
in the world difcovered all thofe which were 
written by Adelaide. Monfieur de Retely after 
praifing the writing, examined the poetry with 
great attention. How, faid he, there are not on- 
ly no faults in the fpelling, but not one line bad 
in the verfification I ... So then, Mademoifelle, 
faid he, with a tone rather ironical, you have * 
learped to make verfes, and doubtlefs we may 
flatter ourfelves one day or other with feeing fome 
of your produftions. It is true, replied Adelaide, 
that Mamma, to make me better able to judge of 
the mesifure of verfe, put me upon making fome 
myfelf ; but at the fame time (he taught me, that 
unlefs one poffeffed this talent in a very fuperior 
degree, it would render a woman ridiculous. . . . 
WelU Mademoifelle, interrupted Monfieur de 
Retely why fliQuld you not hope to be able,, fome 
time, to equal any of the Ladies who have diftin- 
guifliedthejnfelves in this way> . . . Bedlufe my 
vanity does not hinder me, faid Adelaide^ from 
perceiving that the verfes I make arc good for no- 
thing. . . . The paper I have in my hand, faid 
Monfieur de Retely proves that your modefty de- 
ceives you. . . . This is only your gallantry, ftid. 
I, in my turn ; but Adelaide knows very well, that 
with much labour (he could only produce very 
moderate verfes. Befides, it is much better to 
write well in profe. The name of Madame Sevigm 
will be imniK)rta) : and Mademoifelle Barhier ia 
known to very few people, though flie died "only 
in 1 742, and though (he wrote feveral operas and 
tragedies, which were very well received at the 
time: But why is this? Becaufe Mademoifelle 
Barbier\ tragedied are very tndiffereatj^ and Ma^ 

dame 
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dfltne tie Srvigne's Idlers have every degree of per- 
feaioii of which ihii kind of writing is fufceptible. 
Thus it is, thji! there is more merit in writing a 
foiig that is perfefii than a whole epic poem, if it 
is ill done. Four vei^s only have raifei] the re- 
putation of Monfieiw Si. Auiaire for ever ; and 
Chapelaine would have been long fiiice forgotten, 
if fome authors had not taken the trouble to cri- 
ticLfe him. Therefore, fince vJi/r/a/rf^ writes a vt- 
ry good letier, and makes bad verfes, I advife her 
always to keep to profe : But fuppofc, faid Ma- 
dame de Limouri, fome time hence, born with fo 
much wit as ihe has, and educated with fo much 
care, Ibe Ihould diflinguilh herftif, and become 
an authorefs, would you diHuade her from it. . . . 
No ; I would not ; for, though 1 am not certain 
flie would make an excellent work, yet I am very 
fure ii would not he a bad one, when her undef- 
ftanding is perfeQIy formed. . . . But you fay, 
that good works alone pafs to pofterity? , . . Yes, 
works of mere entertainment and pleafure ; but a 
work of morality, provided it is well written, may 
be exciifed for its want of genius and fuperior ta- 
lents. An author, who wiflies only to (hine, has 
no right to this indulgence ; if he does not pleafe, 
he is to biame and is good for nothing: but I can 
pardon great faults and an indifferent ftyle in one 
who means to inftruS and enlighten me. I could 
not without ingratitude judge him with feverlty : 
his book would merit efteem, were it void of all 
entertainment, and even tirefome ; as long as it 
is ufeful, it will always be read. It is thus, that 
many works on fcienc^ written without genius, 
and feveral books on morality which are but mo- 
'p-ate performances, have defcendcd to pollerity, 
merely 
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merely becaufe they arc uftful. For thefe rearons 
I woulil always endeavour to prevent young people 
from the madnefs of turning poets : there can be 
nolliing really * ufefiil in that kind of writing, 
which confequently require^ fuperiority of genius; 
therefore it is much wiferlo prefer profe, in which 
one is fure of diilinguiniing one's feif, if it does 
but convey inftruflion and good fcnfe : and may. 
With the addition of genius, be reckoned in the 
number of the beft writers, and equally valued for 
every great talent and the ufe made of them. 

This converfation has put an end to Monfieur 
de RetePs fears, left Adelaide ftiould turn poetefs. 
Madame de Limours is perfuaded it will conclude - 
by his falling in love with Adelaide. This efta- 
blijhment would be far above any thing I could ex- 
pe£l for my daughter, and yet it would give me no 
pleafure ; Monfieur de Relet has an hundred thou- 
fand -f- livrea a year, and is of a very good family ; 
but he is fevenand thirty years old, and has a per- 
ibn which cannot be agreeable to a young woman, 
if 

* I kotnr that JUititri'i Comedies hove reformed many SoU 
)ie>, and ihat Canailli^ Tragedies an formed lo elevite lln 
ioul ; but in all Dramatic Works, not exceplmg Ihofe of this 
great roan, (Comeille) the moral is only an accefTary, not the 
principal aim. The real intention of ihe Author is to pleafe 
anil to move the pafliuns ; all ibat is?xpe£lcd of him is thai the 
catastrophe be inliruCtive. He may be as loafc as he pleafes 
during (our aHi and a half, ptnvided the latt fcene be moral.' 
Monf. Je la Afilli, fpeakinf of theatriual reprefenlalion, adds, 
« The inftrufiive part is of Ihort duration, but the feduOive 
lafls a long time ; Ihe remedy is too feeble, and comes too 
bte." 

O.vrtiJ'tltuJarJtllUlHi, ^ihftl. 
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If his being (6 very plain did not abfolutely create 
an averfton to him, it would at leall make it pro- 
bable that his wife could nevtr love him ; and 
though I am far from delli ing that Adelaide fliould 
be violently in love with herhufband, yet I (hould 
wifli her to like him, and confequenlly would have 
nothing to be difagreeable in him. I am very 
fenliblethat in general this confideration has no 
weight, and that a man of family and fortune is 
feldom refufed on account of his perfon, however 
difgufting it may be. But I confefs I am of a dif- 
ferentopmion; and, even if the happinefs of my 
daughter were lefs dear to me. Religion would 
prevent me from facrificiin her to ambition, and 
from giving her a hulband who might infpire her 
with averfion : and even if it were her own choice 
I (hould oppofe it, unlefs Ihc was five and twem 
years old, as I fhould think it was owing to 
fimplicity, rather than lier underftanding. 
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The Baron to the Vifcoutit. 



From Sfiaeburg. 

.^ WE muft abfolutely, my dear Vifcount, alter 

• tiJbtnething in our plan , or better to exprefsmyfelf, 
remedy the troubles Madame dt Limaurt' indifcre- 
tion has caufed. Theodore talks of Cettjianlia with 
pleafure, but is too certain of having the happinefs 
tbelonging to you, to be warmly interefted u 
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that thought. He depends upon it; which is 
enough to take away his anxiety. All my endea- 
vours to diminifh his hopes will be in vain : the laft 
farewells of Madame de Umours are too ftrongly in 
his thoughts, in the mean time the Countefs 
AnatolU is come hither^ (for you know her hus- 
band's grandmother lives at Strafturg) (he is every 
day the objed of a new entertainment. She takes 
particular notice of Tteoi^re^ and they will meet 
this winter at Paris. All this gives me unea£nef$. 
The refult of much reflexion on this fubje£^ is, 
that I think joa und 1 nmfl fall mi ; not publicly, 
for appearances muft be kept up. Defnrmeaus^^ bu- 
iinefs will be a good piUtence. Our intereft claih- 
ed theire, and I fucceeded : do you take it in ill 
humour, and write me a formal letter: I will (hew 
it to Tieoibre, On yotir (ide complain of me to 
the Vifcountefs : on our return to Paris, we (hall 
find her uneafy and alarmed.* This is all I alk of 
you ; I will manage every thing elfe myfclf. 
Adieu, my dear friend! Inexpe£bitionof /^V^tur- 
rel be aflured that nothing can dimini(h my affec- 
tion for you. 



LETTER XLVI. 

TkiS^-ohe/i ta Msdame JPOJtalis. 

ft. * * * 

SINCE you have been W * * *, my dear ehild, 
I have received two letters from the Cxnmt d( fyfe^ 
viJk ; for it is true that I wi(hed to hear news of 

you 
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you firom more hands than onci he has very 
licubrly anfwered all my qucftioas about you and 
children. He not only tdis me ihai you are 
lutiful as the day, but that yoii have no appear- 
of fadnefs and dcjeSioo, and that you were 
in the ieaft fatigued with your long voyage, 
(hort, his accouot eoVircly agrees with your's, 
and this conhrmation was very necdTary lo me. I 
do t.ot dou'bt your fenfe ; I rely upon your pro- 
mifes ; but you know the moft trifling and idle fears 
ought to be excufed, wlien they proceed from real 
afie^ion. 

At length, my dear, the Count dt Reiel has juf- 
tified Madame de Limi)uri& pr«di£iinn. This is 
the copy of a kit er I received from him laft night: 
*' You know, Madaine, tliat to be able to tafk 
-^ on important affairs, it is neo^flary to liave all 
our fenfes about us, to have a cool head and a 
heart free. I am now in that Situation, but I 
have not a moment lo !ofe, if I would profii by 
it. For near fia momhs, fince I had the piea- 
fure of knowing you, I am become kfs incre- 
dulous. I did not believe the education of a 
young perfon could contribute to her eftablifb- 
meni. It is true I have fcarcefy till now feeii 
any mftanccsof education which dcferved to be 
JR looked upon aa of importance; but at prefent i 
can conceive it very poffible for our heads tolje 
quite turned fay a pcribn who unites to the moft 
ftrijiiiig talents a cultivated mind, an el^ant 
i^urc, and an amiable temper. Such a perfon 
cantfjuailyfedtice the moft triilin^, as weil as 
rhcwifeft man. SJk hasJwjt lo fl>ew hrrfelf, 
.and fl»c will attraSaJ! hearts; Jhe will Ps them 
t*y making heifirif known. Why, when wc 
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" wilh to marry, do we tonly aflt for fortune ? It 
*' is, becaufe il would generally be in vain to de- 
" mand a good education. Wc never aflc for 
" things whicli appear imaginary to us, and we ot- 
" len feek only for a rich wife, defpairing to find 
" one at ihe fame time haniifome, amiable, fenfi- 
*' ble, and ingenious, fn ihort, Madame, I am 
" tbirty-feven, and Mademoifeile iPAlmani [I may 
" as we!) fpeak plain) is but feveiiteen. She a 
" lovely in all refpefls, and I have nothing to offer 
" in my own favour but the defire i fhould hava 
" of making her happy, and my attat^hment to ■ 
*' you, Madam I — I am not ignorant that- you 
" think her education wilt not be compleated till 
" (heiseighteen andahalf ; artdl too much admire 
" your Work not lo wifh it brought to perfeQion. 
" If you have other views, I have no right to aflt 
" yourfecret ; but I have a right to expe£l from 
" fuch a charaSer as your's a franknefs that will 
" prcferve me fromthe misfortune of eaterlaining 
" vain hopes. I again repeat it to you, Madam, 
** I am not yet in love; but, if your anfwer isnot 
*' favourable to me, haflen to fend it, and deprive 
" me of all hopee." 

After having read this letter, I called Adelaide, 
and (hewed it to her. What do you ihink, faid I, 
ofthis new propofal? . . . I could many Monf. 
de Retel •MUhoat reluctance, replied Adelaide. , . . 
Wiihoutretudtance! that is not fufficient. ... I 
do not thinkl can ever many with pleafure, I am 
fo hapi^ in my prefent condition 1 . ■ ■ Monf. 
Je Rflelh aman of honour, he has good fenfe ; by 
afking for your hand, he proves that he loves you, 
fince he has a hundred thoufand livres a-year, is 
of a good family, and has a title. . . . Ambition 
. and 
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and vanity will never (Jttermiiie your daughter'*' 
choice — yet I Ihould perhaps be more feorible of (he 
value of a confiderabie fortune than moll people of 
my age. You have taught me how much riches 
can add to our bappmefs, when we know how to 
make a proper ufe ofihem; but I confefs I fliould 
feel a kind of repugnance in uniting myfelf to a 
roan for whom I Ihould be but a bad match : and 
morefo, if like Monf. de Rctel, he was entirely 
deftitute of all external graces : for I fliould fear he 
would fufpeS ihatl had not fomuchconfultedrea- 
fon and efteem, as intereft and ambition. ... I 
underfland you, faid I fmiling ; you would be bet- 
ter pleafed with MonT. de Retel, if his perfon was 
agreeable, and if he was fome years ywunger. We 
may eafily comprehend this delicacy, . . , Joking 
•part, replied j^i/e/dWf, if Monf. de Retel, fuch is 
he is, had only a fortune equal to mine, and that 
you afllired me he really pcrT-'fled all the good qua- 
lities he appears to have; I could refolve to marry 
him without any difficulty ; and lam very fure I 
ftould be happy with him: My motive for ehu- 
fing him could npt then be fufpefled ; — by prefer- 
ring him to a young man, I ihould fticw fenfe above 
my years, and I ihould deferve his affeftion and 
the efteem of the public. . . . I approve this man- 
ner of thinking, my A<^3.\ Adelaide \ it ia quitecon- 
formable to my owrt, and 1 will thank Monf. de Re- 
trl, and decline his offer. ... 1 am very glad of 
it, I confefs. Mamma ; yet 1 muft again repeat to 
you, that it is not his age whiMi makcS me dillike 
him. I know very well that a man i? lioc old 'at • 
feven-and-thirty; 'it cve^l appi^ars 'fcT'luL.r thaf"!^ ■, 
_ihouidbe fiattfredby having"^, httftiand of e-Vf^crj-^" 
" gee and confideraiidn. ■llfaVf'yt't'fii-r, but little' 
■^ II 2 cf 
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lofthc world; bull have already obferved howun- 
I happy yooiig men make their wives j ihc Coual 
L «?rt<«o//f, for example, and many others.— I pro- 
Iteft 10 you. Mamma, I (hould fike better to mar- 
P*y an amiable man of ihirty-fevcn, than a young 
I ,Hian of three -and- twenty. Scarce had (he pro- 
E iliouiiced the words liree-and-twinly, thaa (he bliUh- 
l.ed moft violently, as if (he had named the Cheva- 
tHeryalmiint; it was in efFe£l the fame thing: for 
I he was in her thoughts. 1 was delighted that (he 
gave me an opportunity of fpeaking about him to 
her. I was careful however not to increafe hercon- 
, fiifion by appearing to fix any particular meaaiiig 
L on the words which had juft efcaped her. . . . In- 
[ deed, faid I, laughing, there is a va(t deal to blufli 
I at: becaufe you think of the only young unmar- 
Vried man you are acquainted with, could you &ar 
Kirom me an improper interpretation. ... Ah t 
I Alamma, replied Adfieidc, embracing me with 
Irdbme remains of emotion, I never ihall fear your 
Breading the bottom of my heart. ... I am very 
I certain of it ; and be fure that all your fentiments 
B i«re'perfeflly known to me, , . . Well, Mamma, 
E I hope I have none that you can difapprove. Ade- 
» I'ide'i appearance of uneafmefs at faying thefe 
t words, and the fimplicity of thequedioniifelfmade 
t tne fmik. What then, replied I, are you not fure 
I of it? ... I believe you rather than myfelf. . . . 
E Be compofed then, for you are perfeQly right, . . , 
JJ really thought fo. . , . The Chevalier de Val- 
^ stout is the fon of a lady you have loved from your 
Ljnfancy ; he is your brother's friend; he has many 
iHwrreeable qu^ities ; he promifes to be amiable ; he 
Bought to infpire you with more aife£tion than any 
HptJitT young man of his age. But you have often - 
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icard that his aunt, Madame '/'0/fji, has for a long 

^fimehad views for his eftabliftiment; and befides, 

fou know very well ihat you may preiend to a 

nore advantageous m.itch. You know ftiU 

that you are not at liberty to difpofeof your 

fcart, and that we are 10 direQ its inclinations. , . . 

'e alfo very fure. Mamma, that I never thought 

r two miniiies together of the perfon you men- • 

)t is true I am more interefted about him . i 

[San about any otAer ywni; man ; but, though I have 

rften feen him, he Is too young for me ever to 

■flvc been able to converfe with him. I can nei- 

pier judge of hisfenfe nor his difpofHion. Iknow 

^oiif. <& Felelmuch better than I know him; fo 

, unlefs my head had been abfolotely turned 

Sy foorifh romances, where we fee fo many ei- 

mples of pretended onconriuerable paffions which 

ring up fuddenly at firft fight, how could I per- 

ptadernvfelf that what I feel for him is a realfenti- 

ftlent of preference ? My brother loves him tender- 

/ } but he knows how improper it would be lo 

wnverfe with me about a young man of the Che- 

ralier's age, and he never in his life mentioned his 

}iame tome. I never hear him fpoken of; and 1 

fi abfolutely ignorant what his difpofition really 

I have merely a good opinion of him, becauie 

any father permits his connexion with my brother j 

lllut I cannot know whether he has any particular 

Attachment, or any eRentialfauhs in his difpofui- 

n a word, 1 find his perfon agreeable ; he 

Kppears to me fincere, polite, and modeft, which 

! fufBtaent to infpire me wtih efteem, but not to 

kreate a friendthip. . . . Thus we always think, 

replied!, when our imaginations are not heated; 

pa fliorr, whi;n we poffefs ifee feufc^ xt-itcn., is^ 
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purity of heart of C/jr/^tf, Mifs Byron, 2tnd AJe^ 
laide. I fee with pleafure, that you have too much 
good fenfe to exaggerate your own afFe£tions ; an 
illufion which has ruined fo many young people. 
Ncverthelefsit is fufficient that you have difcover- 
cd that preference at the bottom of your heart of 
which you have been fpeaJung, that you may care- 
fully avoid the objeS of it, and drive from your 
imagination all that can recall him to your remem- 
brance. It is a duty which modefty and prudence 
equally impofc upon you. It is right to accuftom 
yourfelf to difcharge fcrupuloufly this duty, already 
indifpenfable, and which will become facred when 
you are married. Eor example, your hufl)and will 
certainly be a gentleman, becaufe I (hall chufe 
him^for you; but I (hall be too intent upon effen- 
tial qualities to be able to promife you that he 
fhall have many graces.; fo that it is very pcflible 
that you may meet with many people more ami- 
able. The fmal left degree of preference will not 
be allowed you ; as foon as ever you feel it, it is 
noceflary to opf ofe it and deflroy it ; an effort 
which will never be painful to you. It is very un- 
ufual tiiat a perfon perfe£lly difcreet fhould not be 
fec.ire from thofe little furprifes, however flight 
and tranficnt they may be. Duty, acquaintance, 
efteem and gratitude from real attachments; fo 
that the hufband I (hall give you will certainly be~- 
come too dear to you, for ycu ever to value in 
others thofe graces which he may not be poflefled 
of. You well know that^he Chevalier de Valmont 
is not, ftri^biy fpeaking, afuitable match for you ; 
yet he is free, and you are not married ; fo^ that 
the, kind of preference which he infpires you with 
does not amaze me; but if I (hould to-morrow tell 

you 
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yoa my choice was made, if I was to prefcnt to 
you the man who is to be your hufband, I am cer- 
tain that from that moment the Chevalier deVal" 
mont would be baniflied from your memory. . . . 
Oh! yes. Mamma, cried Adelaide, with great 
freedom, do not doubt it. I fhould no longer 
think of him, indeed I fcarcely think about him 
now ; and I am fenfible how juft and rtafonable 
every thing is that you have faid ; and I promife 
you to entirely baniih from my breaft this little in- 
clination : if It was ftill ftronger, I could do it with- 
out trouble, I have fo many employments that 
pleaie me 1 Objefls that are (o dear to me ! — My 
little Ermine ajone would be fuflicient to divert me 
from an affedion a thoufand times more ferious. 
* . . Ah, I do not queftion it. . . . We are going 
back to Paris, and he is returning from Strafburg : 
how ought I to behave myfelf to him ? . . . I (hall 
more rarely afk him to fupper, and never but when 
we have much company. On thofe days I fhall 
be careful to invite Madernoifelle de Limours^ (he 
never fits down to table; you will remain in the 
faloon with her, and when we return, you will 
retire to bed. ... Well, think no more of it, and 
never fpeak to me -again about it ; for all converfa- 
tions on the fubje£l: hereafter are needlcfs, finc$ 
this has not left in me the fmalleft inquietude. At 
thefe words I embraced Adelaide^ and changed the 
fubjea. You may judge by this account, if I 
ought not to befatis6ed with thefenfe and difcreti- 
on of Adelaide, She is neverthelefs in the moft 
danfijerous fituation in which a young perfon can 
pofllbly find herfctf. She has from her infancy been 
acquainted with an amiable young man, her bro- 
ther's friend, and the fon of a woman with whom 

I am 
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I am intimately conneSed. She knows befides 
that if by marrying the Chevalier de Valmont fee 
fhould not form a fplendid alliance^ atleaft it could 
not be found fault with. In fhort, (he has great 
fenfibility, and yet (he has no violent paffion ; this 
is in faft, becaufe fee has true feelings ; becaufe 
her heart is filled with the fofteft fentiments. The 
want of love does not difturb her, fince fee is fa- 
tisfied. She does not fpend her evenings in read- 
ing Zaire, the Princefs of Cleves, the Siege of 
Calais, Cleveland, &c. She read thefe romances 
with me when fee was thirteen. She may read 
them again now without danger ; the firft impref- 
fion is made. She will fee in fimilar works only 
the delirium of an inflamed imagination. She 
reads Cldrijfay Pamela^ and Grandifon^ fee fees 
there how little power Ibve has over the heart of a 
fenfible woman. She will fay to herfelf, thefe - 
three works are aniverfaily looked upon as the beft 
of their kind ; they have loft none of their repu- 
tation ; they prefent a faithful pidure of the hu- 
man hear* ; for what merit can there be without 
truth ? If Richardfon*s Heroines are only imagina- 
ry beings ; if the angi^lic and fublime C/ariffa, the 
virtuous Psunehy are not unnatural chara6lers ; if 
they are equally interefting and affefting ; thefe no- 
vels are mafter-pieccs, and we muft defpife all the 
others ; we muft neceffarily believe, that it is to 
tlie errors of imagination, and not to fenfibility of 
heart, that love owes its greateft power ; and that 
a prucknt, modeft, and virtuous woman will be 
always fccured from the viotence of this paflion, 
even when fee might lawfully yield to it. 

Good night, my dear child ; the courier does 

not 
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Madame d'OJlalis Ulh Barotufi. 
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not go till Monday ; to-morrow Adelaide will bring 
me her difpalches for you, and 1 Hiall then add 
f ometfaing in her letter. 

I 

^^^^^nts ypu defire of this couniry. Every thing 
you have been lold concerning the young Prince, 
pupil of the Count de Roft-ville, is infinitely fliort 
f^ the praife he merits. It is impoQible to be more 

RiHte, more amiable, or to behave with moredig- 
ty. He brings to my mind llie definition of La 
uyere, who fays, '' Falfe grandeur is haughty 
and inacceffible ; as il knows its wcaknefs, it 
endeavours to hide ilfelf, and will only appear 
when it means to over-awe, and to conceal what 
it truly is, that is to fay, real lillUneJ). But 
true greatnefs is frej, mild, familiar, and pcpti- 
** lar. — It lofes nothing by being looked at -, the 
" more you know it the more you admire it — and 
" one approaches it at the fame time with freedom 
" and humility," Wc We. The Prince has as 
much knowledge as politenefs. He is equally un- 
affeQcd, good humoured and fenfible. He has, 
ichout any attempts to (hew it, all that variety of 
■it and delicacy which is improved by a good edu- 
itton. He does not fpeak to an old man with (he 
e tone and air with which he talks to a young 
Tont: and if he addreffes ViimfeNJ \.o ^Xii-^ , vv xi.-w'jfe. 
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tlwt gentle and foftened voice which give to the 
moft common expredions the appearance of defe- 
rence and refpeS. He fpeaks in a plain but cor- 
reft manner; and every thing he fays appears 
obliging, becaufe he liftens to the anlwers made 
him, and never interrupts you by his inattention. 
He has a very pleafmg Imile, which he does not 
lavifh on every one alike; but has always an open 
and ftrene countenance, which exprefles better 
than I ever faw goodnefs and benevolence. He 
protc£l:s and encourages arts, fciences, and letters ; 
and he does it with great difcernment. He has juft 
founded two prizes of gold medals to be given an- 
nually by the Academy of * * * ; one for men of 
wit and learning, who compofe the beft wOrk in 
the ccurfe of the year ; and the other for painters 
and fculptors. The firft is under exprefs conditi- 
ons, that no one (hall be entitled to it who does 
not bear a good chara6^er; or who has ever writ- 
ten any thing contrary to religion, government, 
or morality. From the choice made by the Aca- 
demy there lies an appeal by the Prince ; which 
makvS it doubly honourable to obtain the medal, 
fincc it is at the fame time the reward of virtue- as 
well as of ingenuity, and is a certain proof of the 
proteftion and efteem of the Prince. The Aca- 
demy of Painting give on the fame conditions a 
gold metlal alternately to the beft fculptor or moft 
biftinguifhed painter, provided, as you may fup- 
pofe, they do not difgrace their talents by one fln- 
gle indecent produSion. The Prince fmce his 
marriage has formed many charitable eftablifli- 
menfs ; and, befides giving money to them, he 
has formed their adminiftration in the beft manner 
poffibic, and has himfelf feleSed tlie perfons to 

condufk 
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condud them. In fliort, he is beloved by all who 
fee him : he is adored by his own people ; he is 
the delight of a tender father, and the pride and 
happinefs of his governor, who has been able to 
form fuch a Prince. 

I faw laft week, for the firft time, the unfortu- 
nate Chevalier de Murville. I went to his houfe ; 
for the bad ftate of his health will no longer permit 
him to come to * * *. He learned from the Count 
de RofevilUy that I knew Cecilia ; he fpoke of her 
to me. Time and refle6i:ion, faid he, have infome 
meafure reftored my tranquillity ; but I muft own 
the unexpe£bed meeting with Monfieur d^Aimerij 
the fight of Charles^ the news of the death of Ceci^ 
Jitty and the particulars which attended it : all thefe 
events have been a mortal ftrcke to me 1 My life, 
if not entirely infupportable, is become a burthen 
tome, and I fee the approaching end of it with joy. 
His eyes, while he fpoke, were filled with tears.— 
I pity him'! he is fenfible ; he is patient ; but I am 
far from admiring his fentiments.— If he had net 
taken pleafure in nourifliing his grief, he would not 
at this time have been finking under it. With his 
undcrftanding, and a lefs romantic turn, his 
ftrength of mind would have been able to triumph 
over a paflion to which he is now a vi6bim. He 
regards his weaknefs as a virtue, and his grief as a 
duty, being ignorant that the firft duty of man is 
to preferve his reafon, which was given him to 
heal the deepeft wounds of his hearty and to enable 
him to fupport with fortitude all the changes of for- 
tune. 

Adieu, my dear aunt, I may well boaft of forti- 
tude, when you are at Paris, and f am at * * *, 

and 
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and when nobody perceives the fmalleft tlterfttioR 
in my temper or difpofition. 



LETTER XLVIII. 
*The Barmefs to Madame JPOjlaJh. 

Paris. 

WE were no fooner arrived this morning than 
Adelaide ran haftily into her chamber, and in about 
a quarter of an hour returned, bringing a large box^ 
which I fecoIle£fced in a moment.— Here, Mamma, 
faid (he, blufhing, I am going to part with every 
thing that can call to my mind xhtfmallejl remem-' 
brance — Therefore I bring you this little colledioa 
of pebbles and the pretty box of Acacia— it is filled 
with play-things belonging to Ermine. As I took 
the box from her, I thought I heard her utter a 
gentle figh— I fhall Icck up this coUe&ion carefully 
as I received it only as a depofit, which I have no 
doubt one day or other I fliall return to her 
again. 

Madame </^ * * * died yefterday ; flie could not 
fupport the lofs of her daughter ! If there be a mif- 
fortune, for which we are not to be confoled ; if 
there be a grief which our reafon will not help us to 
conquer ; it is doubtlefs that which Madame de 
* * * has funk under. She has fallen a viftim to 
the mod innocent and mofl natural of all affeSi- 
one, and this Lady, whofe grief has carried her to 

her 
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her grave, whofe fortune was halt" given' away in 
charity, and who was In every refpefl fo eftimible, 
appeared referved lo many people. She neither 
boaJled of her lendemefs for her daughter, nor 
the pleafitres of benevolence : fhe never amufcd 
heifelfwiih taJkingof it, hut flie really performed 
it. Siie neither prided herfelf on being a good mo- 
ther, nor for being charitable ; but Ihe was both 
the one and the other, andOiedid not fuppofe (he 
mcritedpratfe, for doing what (he thought her doty. 
I^When her daughter died, there were no accounts rf 
ffe^ng fcenes and tragedy-fpeechcB ; her grief 
t painted with eloquence ; the forrow which 
^ s is filent !— At the time Madame dr Blin- 
'e became a widow, we htard of nothing but the 
acefsof her affliflion: people repeated proofs of 
1 the moft interefting and pathitic terms.— 
the would renounce all HMu/fn^nff and company, zrA 
lirould conffcrate the rejl ofhrr days to fn'fndjhip and 
6/i(ui/i*f— But fee the difference in the tpxx of eight 
iionlHs Madame He* * * no longer esifts, and 
kifadame de BlhtvilU is juft returned to the world 
■ore admired, more brilliant, and more aitful 
Fihan ever. She ought not to haveconfoled herfelf 
To quickly, when (he had made a refblution to af- 
ilifl herfelf for ever. When, labouring under fj- 
milar misfortunes, we are fupported by reafon, we 
fubmit, though we are not oonfoled ; we bear our 
t tefs with fortitude, but we feel it. Time weak- 
* ens the remembrance of it, but does not cure us 
' emirely j infenfibility alone makes us forget it.— 
Real affliaion is never totally effaced from the 
mkld, even when you have conquered it, W« 
never thoroughly recover our former ftate of mind. 
;; When we have loft the perftm the deareft to in in 
the 
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the world, if at the end of one, or even of ten 
years, we have the fame difpofition, the fame ap- 
pearance, and the fame behaviour, which we had 
before our Ipfs, we never truly loved. 

Madame de Limours is in defpair ; ftie really be- 
lieves Monf. de Limours and Monf d'Almane have 
quarrelled on the affair of Dejormeaux, The Mar- 
quis d*Hernay^ who is refolved to marry, would be 
very defirous of paying his addreffes to Canjiantia^ 
whom he often fees at Monf. de LimourPsy where 
he is received with the greateft politenefs. The 
Vifcountefs, as ufual, fees everything in theworft 
light, and is certain every thing is fettled, which 
fhe dreads. It is painful to me to be the confidant 
of her grief, and not to relieve her mind ; but, if 
I ihould tell her the truth, Conftantia would know 
it a quarter of an hour after: the whole houfe would 
have been told . it in the courfe of the day, and 
Monf. d^Almane would never forgive me. The 
poor Vifcountefs affliftsherfelf with imaginary dif- 
trefTes, and her intimate friend dares not undeceive 
her ; fee to what evil indifcretion leads us ! When 
(he talks to me of her fears, I always tell her flie 
alarms herfelf without reafon, and that, for my 
part, I am perfe6lly eafy about it. But ihe will 
not hear me, and nothing can convince her.— -On 
the other hand, little Conftantia makes herfelf mife- 
rable.— Having an idea from her infancy, that ihe 
was one day be the wife of 'Theodorey flie has con- 
ceived a paffion for him, which at prefent 
makes her unhappy, and which is indeed too ar- 
dent ever to make her otherwife I And if in reality 
the Vifcount and Monf. d'Almane fhonld quarrel, if 
he (hould chufe another husband for Conftantia^ what 
would become of her ?— She is only fifteen, and 
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her heart is no longer her own. She is melancholy 

and tndoleni, and nothing feems to amufe or pkale 
her-, evenfriendihipreems to affeQ her very flight- 
ly.— She loves Adelaidf, not on her account, but 
becaufe fheisTiifsi/or^'s fifter. In fliort, Hlt ima- 
gination is fixed on one object, and her heart is 
affefled by a palfion which abforbs all her faculties. 
This is not, 1 confefs, the daiighter-in-law I (hould 
have wiihed ; however, flie has fome excellent 
(qualities. She is extremely fweet-tempered, and 
fo diffident that (he fcarce thinks herfelf handfome ; 
Jhe has fome ufefiii and agreeable talents, and does 
not want knowledge. — But (he is too ba(hful, and 
too indolent, to appear to the beit advantage j and 
has not r;fo!ution cncui^h to attach hcrfelf to her 
lender friends ; but (he will be liked in general, 
and will not create enemies.— Adien, my dear 
child; niaveanfweredailyour (jueftions, whichis 
more ihan you have done by mine. For inftanc^, 
you have not told me any thing of the people with 
whom you live on an intimate footing. It is true, 
I am not acquainted with them ; but what does that 
(ignity? If you like them, and they are your friends, 
I wilTi to know their names, their charaQcrs, and 
even their perfpns: 1 wifli to figure to myfelf the 
perfons who furround you. Adieu, my dear 
child; I fup this evening at Madame df Limouri\ 
with Madame i/- S ■ , the Countefs Anatalk, and 
the Chevalier (THerbain. You may guefs whether 
we (hall not fpeak of tif la* * *. Yet the Vif- 
couniefs is rather angry with you for not admiring 
her Hero, the Chevalier de Murvil/e % (he fays, 
you are not wcifiy of being witntfi to the great ex- 
ample he has given. Adieu, my dear, and [ovely 
friend; toil me more of yourfelf, avidotxK'-iC^^Qw. 
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are with ; cht I will ffLYt you (hortcr aocountt from 
hence. 



LETTER XLIX. 

The fame to the fame, 

AT length Theoiore is really in love with (knr 
flantia ; his anxiety has betrayed his paflion } and 
he loves the more ardently, as he perceives he is 
beloved again. I have made a difcovery which I 
fhall only impart to you. It is, that theCountefa 
AnatoJle has perfuaded herfelf, that (he has an af-^ 
fedion for Theodore, Madame de Valcy never had 
a more lively attachment than that which at this 
time (he manifefts for Monf. de Remicourt^ who hail 
no great merit, but, with a ferious and difcreet ap- 
pearance, has already ruined three or four women ; 
confequently he is quite the ton ; which of itfelf is k 
very goodreafonfor Madame de Valcy to admire hiai* 
You wi!l judge then of her unea(inefs at feeing 
Monf. de Remicourt entirely taken up in admiring 
the Countefs Anatolle. The only thing (be pan 
think of in this ca(e, is to perfuade the Countefa 
that (he has a fecret attachment to Theodore^ 
which is eafily done with a young woman of nine- 
teen, whofe ideas are fo lively. If the Countefii 
thought (he loved Theodore, (he would give no en* 
couragement to Monf. de Remicourt,; befides, Ma- 
dame de Valcy hates her (ifter, whofe (enUment» 
(he has found means to penetrate; fothat,if y ^^r# 
would but attach himfelf ferioufly to the Countefs 

Jnatolle, 
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JhatoUe, Cenjianlia would lofe a lover whom (he 
adored, and a hiifband who had been deflined for 
her from hei infancy; all which would give great 
pleafure lo Madame df Valcy. This djfcovery I 
have made by fpending two or three evenings with 
Madame dr Valcy, the Countefs AnalBUr, and 
Monf. de Remicaurl ; and 1 hope, my dear, I Ihall « 
be able to prevent her fuccceding in her intendetf 
mifchief. 

Yes, my dear child ; I am perfcflly fatisGe<! 
with the impreflion Adelaide has received of the] 
world. The more the fees it, themorelheiscotlrr 
firmed in the principle I have given her. Th^<| 
world will help to fpoit a bad under Handing, bUt, 
it will improve a juft one ; according to ihis max-J 
im of Monf. Dumarfah, who fays " That 
" thing which is received depends on the perfon^i 
*' fituation arid difpofuion who receives it : thus W 
" is, that the rays of (he fun harden clay and (bj 
" len wax." We are continually faying the W' 
is very dangerous for young perfons : it isour c 
ftuk: let us educate our danE^hters properly, 
the world will afford them ufeful IcfTons. 

Madame df Norton is returned from England;* 
jidf/aidf faw her the other day at my houfc {q| 
the firft time, and the next day flie dined w' 
She atked me feveral queftions about Madame a 
Narttin, and whether it was true (he had ever beeft'" 
haodfome ? Yes, ! told her ; fifteen years ago (he 
was a very beautiful woman . . . She then had 
every requifiic for pleafingf . . . No, far frorg 
it 1 Ihe was not at all amiable.— She had a 
bad education, and was extremely ignorant. 3g 
difpofiiion was as little attended to as her mind ; 
had a thoafand faults, and was fo ill-tempered, i 
pricioDs, and ill-bred, nobody could live with 
hetv 
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her: but, having good fenfe at the bottom, ifhe 
has at length perceived her own defe6ls, and has by- 
degrees correQed them. She is become mild, gen- 
tle, and obliging ; and, confcious of her igno- 
rance, fhe has read a great deal ; in fhort, (he has 
educated her f elf , . . What a pity that her parents 
did not take that trouble ; for, without reckoning 
what fhe muft have fufFered in reforming her 6wn 
mind, fhe has not had the pleafure of appearing in 
the world with all the advantages which (he might, 
and the mod valuable are thofe which fhe lafl be- 
came pofleflTed of: for, if fhe had a good education, 
Ihe would have been, at the fame time, amiable, 
fenfible, well inftruQed, young and beautiful.— r 
After this reflexion Adelaide made many more on 
the happinefs fhe herfelf enjoyed by havmg a ten- 
der and fenfible mother.— She amply rewards me 
for my cares, not only by the fuccefs I have had, 
but by an afFeSion and gratitude which feem to en- 
creafe every day. 

You know, my dear child, that Monf. deRefan 
is married to Mademoifelle de Sevanne ; and, as he 
is a friend and relation of Monf. de Limours*^ the 
Vifcountefs has made acquaintance with the Ladies 
of the Sevanne family. The bride's fi(ler-in-law is 
the moft tirefome creature in the world ; fhe is ftill 
young and tolerably pretty; but, joined to the 
misfortune of not having common fenfe fhe has the 
abfurdity of fuppofing herfelf one of the greatefl wits 
of the age ; and is not only always talking, but it 
is always of herfelf. She is continually replying to 
every thing that is fa id, Ohy yes^ lamofjhisopi^ 
nion ; I did that J or If aid this ; and this / is repeated 
without ceafing, and forms the chief part of her 
converfation. We were talking yefterday of the 
Perfian Letters \ the Chevalier ^Herhain mention- 
ed 
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cd this charming obfervation : * ** Happy is the 
" perfon, who has guide enough over his vanity 
" never to praife himfelf ; who is diffident of 
thofe who liften to him, and never offends by op- 
pojing his own merits to the pride of others.'*— 
Upon this, Madame de Sevarme extolled the beauty 
01 the thought ; and added, that people who were 
always fpeaking of themfelves were infupportable : 
and yet the force of cuftom made her fay at the 
fame inflant, for my party I never talk of myfelf^^ 
A general laugh enfued, and Madame de Sevanm 
afked very ferioufly, what we laughed at •* She 
has many other fmgularities ; the leaft thing that 
happens furprifes her \ is wonderful to relate ; fhe has 
ike firongeft antipathies^ which were born with her, 
and are unconquerable ; fie has fainted away with eat~ 
ing goof eberry "jelly, into which onefingle rafierry had 
fallen. Even her illnefTes are very extraordinary ; 
flie has for thefe two years laboured under com- 

Elaints which the moft able Phyficians have not 
een . able to find out ; and thefe complaints we 
are forced to liften to from day to day ! — Iti fhort, 
though fhe is in perfe£l: health, you may every 
moment hear her complain of the hf ad-ach, or of 
her nerves, or of the weather being too cold or too 
hot, or too damp. Every thing of this kind, fhe 
fays, affeds her, and makes her fuflFer more than 
any body living. Adelaide hears her and coniiders 
her with the greateft aftonifhment ; and is convin- 
-ced by her own obfervation, how abfurd and tire- 
fome it is always to be talking of one's felf. 

Our little fchool is eftabliihed : we have taken fix 
little girls from the moft miferable ftate of pover- 
ty- " 

^ Letters Perfanncs, page 142. 
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ly' They arc all pretty, which was whnt wewifti- 
ed ; becaufe they are in more danger than thofe 
who are plain. Our head manager was formerly a 
wri ting-made r ; he underftands writing and ac- 
counts thoroughly, is perfeflly honeft, and is ta- 
ken from great diflrefs, as is alfo a remftrcfs, whom 
we have appointed to teach the girls. I have de- 
pofited with Monfieur Brewnt,o\it Banker,the funi 
which you fent me for this purpofe : we are in all 
fifteen Members or Governors jMonf, and Ma- 
dame de Limevri, Confl/mtia, Mefdames deS** ^, 
the Countefs Anat6Ue,ihe Chevalier ^Herbain, Par- 
phyry, Monf. fMmeri, the Chevalier di f^almonl, 
the Count de Reulf Monf. d'AImane, my children 
ind myfelf ; we each give a fum according to our 
abilities. Some only give two hundred livrcs a 
year ; nobody gives more than five hundred, ex- 
cept Monf. de Retel, who being the richeft, and a 
fmgle man, gives five and twenty louis d'ors; and 
is alfo at the firft expence of furnifhing the linen 
and other necefiaries lo equip the little girls, which 
will nearly amount to a hundred piftoles. The 
yearly cxpences at the outfide will amount to fix 
thoufand livres, and this fum will provide for ten 
perfons, including the cook and maid-fervant : 
and, as all the girls are renewed every feven yeari 
without additional expence, the benefit produced 
by this eftablifhment will not be confined merely to 
ten perfons. 

Adieu, my dear chiW ; I have no news to tell 
you, unlefs it is that Madame de GermeuH left her 
nufband, and is abfolutely bafiifhed from fociety ; 
for the world, fo mild in general, at lead for fome 
years paft, has not yet learned to pardon fuch fe- 
parations. It is indeed neceffary for all thofe who 
fe pa rate 
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Kate &om ihcir husbands to have the llrongeft 
ns for it, and to have a jurt right to the cftccm 
good opinion of the public ^ otherwiTe the 
aoae, which fuch an affair makes, deprives ihenti 
of ai! confide rat ion, even that which is onlv citer- 
ual, and matter of mere ceremony 
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Madame de Faky to lUe Cmmiffi AnaloUr. 



WHAT! in the middle of winter to leave Pa- 
ris all at once, and go and fpend fix weeks with an 
aunt of an hufband one no longer loves ! What, 
my dear. Is the meaning of this whim f— You 
wifh to conceal your fecrets from me, but, not- 
withftanding your want of confidence, 1 cannot 
forbear opening your eyes, and giving you that 
advice you are at prefent in want of — you fly ta cure 
yottrftIf!—xhs remedy is worfe than the difeafe; 
it is therefore abfurd. Befides, cuftom forms and 
ftrengthens friendfiiip, but it dcflrovs love ; espeft 
then nothing from abfence ; it makes one forget a 
friend, but it renders a lover more dear; becaufe 
the imagination always reprefents him more ami- 
able than he really is ; fo that by continually fee- 
ing the perfon on whom you have placed your af- 
fe3ion, you will in the end love him !efs : but this 
your romantic ideas will not fuffer you to credit : 
if you pretend to triumph over your paJTion, you 
~|tter jDurielf with a vain conceit: take my i 
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vice,' reckon more on your virtue, and lefs on 
your reafon.— Do not fear that the love, with 
vvhich you are poffeffed, can conquer your princi- 
ples ; nor hope that you can tear it from your heart. 
What indeed, cannot one love paflionately with- 
out difgracing one's felf ! I am not ignorant, that 
in general this treatment is not believed to exift ; * 
but it does exift, and you cannot doubt it, for it 
was certainly made for you :-— Ceafe then to be 
your own tormentor by reproaching yourfelf for a 
fenfibility lefs dangerous in you than m any other. 
— T know exa6^1y what 'paftes in your foul ; for 
you think lkeodore2U[idCon/lantia2LlTe2Ldy bound by 
facred engagements ; this is an error : there has 
not been even a promife pafled between them, 
and at this very moment the vain proje6b planned 
in former times, are renounced. You muft fup- 
pofe I am well informed on this fubjeS, and you 
may rely on the truth of what I have told you.* I 
fliah feel happy, if it is in my power to afford you 
any comfort, and be the pieans of reftoring your 
tranquillity ; for I am certain you are now m a 
cruel agitation, andmycompaflionforyoufsmore 
than I can exprefs ; if your's was only a commpa 
affe&ion, I would exhort you to get the better of 
it ; but you have too much energy in your foul to 
love (lightly ; recall all your principles, and pro- 
mife yourfelf never to deviate from them : conceal 
your affeftion from the objeft which infpires it; 
never let a positive confeflion efcape from your 
mouth ; and be fufficiently generous to demand 
only friendfliip in return for violent love: this 
now is the only advice which cah be given you,- and 

, all 

* And very properly ; but thofe who wi(h to corrupt a young 
perfon wiU begin by talking to them in this manner. 
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all tliat can be cxpefled from a heart fenfibic, ge- 
nerous, and innocent as your's.— Adieu, my dear 
{t'tead ; wriie to me punSuaiiy, and be more iin- 

I! with 3 perlbti who is equally iiuerefled for 
r happinefs and your reputation. 

OUR affair, my dear Vifcount, is Tetilcd; wc 
fet out for I.— — onlhefirft of April. It is need- 
Icfs to recommend caution to you who know all 
mv reafons for wiihing to have the fecret kept 
faithfully : I have told it to my fon on the follow- 
ing cccafion : On Monday we fupped at Madame 
Jg G • 's. The Countcfs Amlolle was llicre ; 
we had not feenheri^rce her return : (Tic wiftietlio 
piay at ir'if\rac -, and finding no one to make up 
her party but a lady who knew but little of tfit; 
game, medefiredT^rsi/orf tomakeone, and took 
him into a clofet adjoining the faloon where the ta- 
ble was ; by this means I loft fight of him all the 
evening. At fupper he appeared thoughtful; his 
eyes and ihofe of the Countefs often met. On 
leaving the table, we all went to the villa of M. de 
C , fituated in '.he approach lo Verfaillcs. 

There was a delightful comedy ; — and Theodore was 
j)laced clofe to the Countefs: I was fo fituated as 
" u^obferve them without being fcen. My foa, 
fpolu^ 
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{■poke little, but heard and faw nothing but her. 

She feem;;d to talk to him only by ftealth, and being 
fo near him, fhe dared not look at him. She fat 
npri^t in her place, without turning her body j 
and yet (he every moment caft her fofl and Janguifli- 
ing eyes towards him, and haftily turned them 
down tothe grouiull a glance well underllood, and 
which fpeaks very plain!— The Countefs, aflt^r a 
moment's thought, talked with a lady that Tat next 
to her, and for a time feemed to forget Theodare, 
who in the meantime was admiring two very long 
braids of the fineft hair in the world, and waiting _^ 
with impatience for the end of her converfation. 

After the play, TiSfOi/arf handed the Countefs to 
her carriage : we got in our's, and difcourfed of 
our amufement and indifferent fabjefis till we went 
to bed, and never mentioned the name of the 
Countefs. The next morning, as foon as I waketf, 
my fon came into my room ; he dirmiffed my fer- 
vants, and, feating himfeif with his back to the 
window, that the light might not fliew his face, he 
look and prdTed one of my hands between his : he 
was much moved, and at a lofs, and for fome time 
unable to fpeak, I embraced him, and fmiling, 
(aid to him. Do you know that you would make 
me very uneafy, tfl were not perfeflly acquainted 
with you ? I fee that the heart of my Theodore wants 
to relieve itfelf, and that he wants to tnift a fecret 
to his friend. — But I cannot imagine this confidence 
can be diftrefling to him, or afflifting to me. ... I 
ihartkGodl I have nothing as yet of real confe- 
quence to reproach myfclf with ; but 1 am in a par- 
ticular fiiuation ! . . . Particular !— not at all. You 
love a perion worthy cX the firmeft attachment, 
and at the fame time fuffer yourfelf to be flattered 
and reduced by the coquetry of a woman as fickle 
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as (he is imprudent. Such a fituation \s not extra- 
ordinary. . . , How coultl you find it out? . . . 
The Countefs AnatBlWi conduft is well known lo 
me. . , I own, my father, I did not believe her to i 

be a coquette. . . . i conceive it to be more ftat- 
lering to you to think (he has fenfibility. If our 
fdf-love did not often produce fimilar deceptions, 
coquettes would never feduce us. Your want of ex- 
perience renders youc fault excufable: befides, the 
Countefs AnatiUi is one of thofe coquettes who mif- 
take themfelves : (he is lively, and thinks (he loves 
you. . . , How do you know (he is miftaken ? . .-■. 
Becaufe (he before thought (he loved Monfieur de \ 

St. Phar, and becaufe you are too young to infpire i 

a pallion in a woman who has been four years iii 
the world, . , . Well, I am comforted : you have 
read my heart; but what muft I do ! . . . Avoid 
the Countefs J never place yourfelfnear her, nor 
look at her : it will cod: you but little to do this, as i 

you have a command over yourfelf, and if you love I 

Canjiantia. ... If I love her I You know, Sir, 
there is nofacriPcel could not chearfully raakefor I 

her fake : her idea alone po(re(res me : I think on- ' 

iy of her : yet I miftrnfl myfelf ; and I own, 1 fear | 

the Countefs Anatolic : when (he is abfent, her re- | 

membrance never troubles me ; when (he is near 
dn/?im^(tf, I do not even fee her 5 but , . . When i 

you play at tri^rac with her in a fmall clofet, you 
find her very hiindfome and very bewitching ; par- 
ticularly when ^e tells you lliat (he mnly tookihcr 
journey of a fortnigbt (which, ought bjl'thebj^ in 
have t>een for .fix weoks) to fnaleh hedVlf frojrt ihc 
dan^r offeeing you-.-^-Hcre ThtfJere bluibcd-dx- 
■tee edinglyi and hatt the greatifWiirprife. marked o^ 
i countenance. You titke me for a conjutCf, 
III. 1 ;ul!e.J 
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added I, laughing ; really I did not hear one word 
ihat paffed at yoxtr teie Alete; but, for thefe five 
and twenty years, I have known by heart ali that 
(he faid to yoii yeftcrday. . . . Coquettes are not 
dangerous, when they are fo eafily difcovered. I 
promifeyou, my father, to avoid the Countefsv^w 
tolle with the greatell: care : yet politenefs will often 
forbid my (julctirig her as much as I could wilh . . . 
Well, you mud keep yourfelfont of her fight long 
enough for her to forget you : for example, a year, 
... A year, and Confianlia ? . . . You (hail 
leave ConJlant:a without regret : I offer you the 
iheans of making yourfelf more worthy of her.— • 
War is broke ont m . . . Let us go — You know 
the Chevalier lit Valmant and I had that intention 
laft fummer. ... I have been earneftly buiied fince 
upon that objefl ; I have now hopes of being em- 
ployed, Ihould that be the cafe, I will take you and 
your friend with me. 'Thiodare, tranfported with 
joy, flung his arms about my neck. In that mo- 
ment he fftw nothing but glory ; he forgot all the 
facrifices that were to be made to it I Yefterday I 
told him my petition was granted, and our depar- 
ture fixed for the end of March, He has given me 
his word, that he will keep this a fecrrt from his 
mother. I know perfeftiy Madame ePJimanf'i good 
fenfe and refolution : I am fure Ihe will approve of 
a fcheme which the herfelf would have advifed : 
but I can too well judge how much Ihe will fufltr 
at heart! 1 will not diftrefs her unneceflarily: I 
wilJ not, therefore impart this to her, iHI a forr- 
night before we leave her. Adieu ! my friend ; 1 
yrill retdrn to Paris on TueWay night for certain, 
and wiH immediately join you in your box at the 
,Opera. 

LETTER 
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LETTER Lll. 

The Barmffi to Madame d'OJtalii. 
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I HAVE juft experienced a very great pleifure, 
my dear cliild. A tragedy of PcrpAyrfs has been 
performed this evening for the firft time ; and it 
has had, as it truly dcferved, the moft brilliant fuc- 
cefs- It did not require the advantages of being 
well a^ted, ot the addition of beautiful fcenes; it 
nil! bear reading, and wiilconfirni the good opi- 
nion the firll reprefentat ion of it has given. Pel" 
pkyry has learnt by this the advantages which an 
:hOr derives from bearirvg an excellent charafter, 
■ is certain before-Jiaod of having ihc good will 
the public, and that there will be no cabal againft 
iL He has only written valuable works. He 
has never taken notice of the criticifms which have 
been made by the envious and fevere, and he does 
not priiic himfelf on his moderation. We gene- 
rally altribute great merit to people who have a 
number of enemies. The reafon is, becaufe we 
fee fo many perfons boafting of being hated, and 
repeating frequently, with fuch emphafis, my tne- 
ntiex, which in iaSt means niy rivals. PorfAyry is 
privatefy much afflifled at having gained enemies; 
but, fo far from being proud of ihem, he has not 
even made a fingle complaint .-^ainft theni,wiiich 
has much/oftencd iheni. Incapable of envy or re- 
fcniment, he can forgive their injuilice, and finds 
, a, noble pleafure in extolling his rivals. He has al- 
ly* been intimately connected with the moft ce- 
I 2 lebrated 



r 



96 



LETTERS 



efiroiii '^ 



lebrated men of letters; he was at all 
of their friendrtiip and advice, and tooH eveiypflf- 
(ible opportunity to oblige them. He thinks with 
LaBruyere, who fays, " Come in i all my doors 
" are open to you — Come always without cere- 
" mony ; you bring with you that which is more 
" precious than filver or gold; if 1 uan oblige you, 
" tell me fo. What is there I can do for you? 
" If it is to quit my books, my ftudies, my works, 
" even this line which I have begun ? What a 
" pleafing interruption for me to be ufeful to you ! 
" &c." . . . With fuch an obliging difpofition, 
can any one be more capable of gratitude ? If you 
folicit a favour for him and fucceed, he will be in- 
finitely obliged; if you are not fuccefsful, he will 
not be lefs grateful. Thus it is impoflible to re- 
unite more good qualities, or to have a more dif- 
L tinguiflied place in fociety. Every one is ready to 
L acknowledge his fuperiority, becaufe he does not 
» appear to eitpeCt it. In fliort, his genilenefs, his 
' modefty, and fimplicity, appear lefs furprifing in 
him than in any other perfon. Men of the world 
can only (hew their wit by their converfafion. It 
is not therefore afVonilhing that they ftiould aim at 
doing that which makes ihem ftiine. But a man 
of letters, whole merit all the world knows, ought 
, not to be fufceptihie of this trifling ambition. He 
tuu given hit praofi ; what then can it coft him to 
be humble and modeft ? If he is not fuperior to 
iuch littlenefs, he is not worthy the glory he has 
gained. Befides, by employing himfelf in compa- 
ny to make others appear to advantage, he will 
* "always appear mod amiable himfelf. People are 
f always in fup port able, when they wifti to rule } and 
L mffcr obtain the fuccefs they afpire after but by 
\ attention. 
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attention, mildnefs and modefty, with a defire to 
pleafe and to be beloved. 

I faw, by this firft reprefentation of Porphyry'^ 
Tragedy, how few people Judge from their own 
fentiments. I flipped with fifty people this even- 
ing ; Porphyry is univerfally efteemed, his play 
had met with the mod brilliant fuccefs ; and yet 
they only praifed it with the greatefi precaution, 
endeavouring, before they faid any thing, to found 
the perfons who were thought to have the moft . 
judgment, and to colleS the general opinion j and 
reftrained their admiration, contenting themfelves 
with faying, This play has given me great pleafure \ 
there are many fine lines in it, apd beautiful fcenes.-~ 
For before the public had given their fentiments, 
they had not the courage to fay. It is an excellent 
piece, a work of great genius. In (hort, people 
lather chufc to appear too difficult than not to be 
nice enough in their judgment. .Thefe very per- 
fons, who are fo referved in giving their opinions 
and approbation with regard to men of genius, 
make themfelves amends for their prudence and 
reftraint by judging freely on the condufl of focie- 
ly, which they boldly decide upon, and are not 
afraid of being contradlQed by the public. 

Adieu, my dear child; I perceive the approach 
of fpring with concern, fince at that time, as 
I'headore is entered into the army, I muft part from 
him for many months. He yefterday proved his 
fenfibility on this occafion, which afFe£lcd me ex- 
tremely. I was alone with him and his filler: 
Thfidnre, faid I to him, you are every day mote 
and more dear to me ; fo that I perceive I fhall 
part with you tlus year with more reluClance than 
'have ever done yet! — At thefe words I'heodore 
looleJ 



^^ha 



198 LETTERS 

looked at me in a manner which penetrated my 
heart ; he then rofe, up, and went to the chimney ; 
he turned his back to us, but jideiaide, who iUw 
his face in the glafs, flew towards him^ and threw 
herfelf on his neck, crying outf My dear Theodore I 
Oh, Mamma, look at him.— I got up : Theodore, 
bathed in tears, threw himfelf into my arms. He 
could not fpeak; and his emotions were fo extra- 
ordinary, and fo lively, that they appeared down- 
right amiflion ; which furprized as much as it af- 
fefkedme. Adieu, my dear child; the twentieth 
of next month we (hall have been feparated a whole 
twelvemonth ; in another month Monf. d*Jlmsne 
and Theodore will leave us !— I am very melancho- 
ly I — Ah, when (hall I fee you again 1 when (hall 
we be re-united ? 
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Cottut de Rofeifilh to the Baron, 

IN a year at fartheft, ray dear Baron, I (hall 
have the pleafure of returning to you arid to my 
country. An event, v/hich will complete my pu- 
piPs happinefs, is now my only delay. The rrin- 
cefs's pregnancy is announced, and the Prince, ia 
the hopes of a ion, is already bufied in.the choice 
of a governor. I have recommended to him a 
tbok little known, (intitled a Tf eatife on the Edu- 
cation of Prmcesdeftined to the Throne, by Monf. 
de BaffedoWf tranflated from the German by MonC 
ife j5 * * * ) This work is well worthy of notice, 

and 
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vad makes elTential remaris on the choice of a 
vernor, among which are the following : " The 
" King named for Governor to the young Prince, 
" Polyprates, a diftinguifhed Nobleman. It was 
'* flW high birth, nor military and political abili- 
" tie?, that determined this choice. For, faid he, 
•' the moft experienced politician, the fageft civi- 
" lian, may not have the necelTary qualifications 
*' for educating a young Prince. Therefore ihc 
" young J gat Iter at or -wAi intrufted to Polyfratei, as 
(' hehaid al1i<Juou(ly attended toihe bringing up of 
" bis own children, who excelled in prudence and 
" learoing all their cotemporaries.^Three years 
" before he placed them under the tutor he had ap- 
*' pointed, he made him qualify himfelf for that 
*' employment by reading the moll approved works 
*' on the fubjetl, by confulting ihofe who had foc- 
" cecded beft in their plans of education, and by 
" making trials with poor people's chilJren, which 
" would at the fame time give him opportunities 
" of praQiGng afls of benevolence. Po!ypratss 
" had alfo procured fervants, fromwhofe conver- 
*' fation no harm could arife to the children. The 
" intended tutor was direSed to appoint ihem to 
" their places about other children, that iliey might 
" know how to conduit lltemfdvcs about his own. 
" Without fuch a Governor, faid the King, and 
" a mofl fcrupolous choice of all the Prince's atten-: 
" dants, it is impoflible his education can be per- 
*' feft. Neither trouble nor expence (Iiould be 
" fpared tofeek, even in foreign countries, proper 
" perfons, and loprepare iKem by a well regulated 
*' courfe of experience." 

- This is not all, faid I to the Prince; your fon 
will be firll under the tars gf the women 
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upon a fit Governefs is much more eflfential thaii is 
generally thought. She will give him the firft im- 
preiTions ; and the Prince will owe her gratitude 
and aft'e6tion ; fhe fhould be of an excellent cha- 
ra6fcer and well accompliflied. Confider farther, 
Sir, after all thefe precautions, you will but im- 
perfectly fulfil your duty, if you do not yourfelf 
watch over your fon's education. What more 
important affairs can employ you even on a 
Throne ? Your moft ufeful and glorious adions 
will have only a temporary effe£k, if your fucceflbr 
is not a great Prince. He will bring to perfeSioa 
or deflroy your Works. Without him you may 
be great; but without him you cannot hand down 
your good name to pofterity. Watch then over 
him, over his Governor, and all who attend him. 
Study his chara61:er, learn his inclinations, his 
faults, and his virtues. Always bear in mind that 
Augujius^ mafter of the whole world, found leifure 
to fuperintend the education of his grandfon.— 
At this audience, I gave the Prince a (hort lift of 
people in my opinion worthy of being appointed 
Governors. You will ^nd there, faid I, four 
names ; a great many without doubt. . Happy the 
Prince who can reckon at his Court four me|i 
tnily meritorious ! Out of thpfe you fhould chufe a 
Governor; but I would advife you to ftudy and 
obferve them carefully, and not to determine haf- 
tily ; for all your pnidence anci refleftion is necef- 
fary in an affair of fo great confequence. The 
Prince examined the lift, without furprife, at the 
three firft names. The public had already ap»- 
proved them. At the fourth name he exclaimed, 
what Mr. D * * * ? Do not you know his birth 
intitles him not to this honour ? ' . . It is true he 

is 



ON EDUCATION. 

is not of an illuflrious oranantieni family, buth^l 
is received at Court. What fignifies his havin^^l 

fewertitles than others, while hismeritis fuperior*; 
In every other poft, which effentially iequjr«».j 
great abilities, high birth is never regarded. No-'^ 
thing but merit is fought for in a Prime MinifteiJ 
Is it not equally necelTary in a Preceptor ' Is his ^ 
lefs important charge ? You wonder. Sir, to fopS 
the name of Mr, ***, how much more woula" 
you have been furprized in reading that of Monf! 
tPElfird? . . . What, a man who is not even ad- 
mitted at Court f . . . The fame : a man replete 
wirh virtue and genius. It was his mean birth 
hindered my propofmg him, for that circumfiancs 
would have been an additional advantage in his ap- 
pointment. What a noble leflbn for a young 
Prince to find in his own Governor an example of 
virtue rewarded * W ith how much greater refpe£t 
will he hear htm, as knowing his qualifications and 
fuperior abilities gamed that office f . . . But can- 
not I, without offending common prejudices avail 
myfclf ofMonf. ii'£/^sr^s talents to alfift the edu- 
cation oi my Ton in a lower degree ? ... If he be 
pot at the head, and with the title of Governor, he 
will have but very little influence. The places, 
Sir, of a lower degree, which you mention, though 
very honourable for thofe of Monf d'Eiford'i fuu- 
ation in life, are feldom accepted by men of real 
genius. They can do no good but by halves ; 
even fhould the Governor adopt their plan, they 
would not reap the moft pleafuig reward of their 
labour, the creJit of it, and the gratitude of their 
country, . , . Do you fuppofe that common preju- 
influence me, when my deareft intercrts 
[ concerned ? . . . No, to be fure. . . . Why 
I 3 ttieci. 
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then did you not propofe M. d^Elfird f . . . Be- 
caufe he has nevfer lived at Court, or in the great 
vrCfc\A ; and it is abfoiutetj neediary that a Pre- 
ceptor ihould have a knowledge of both. . . . You 
tb not think then that a Prince, brought up £ir 
from Court and in ignorance of his birth, wiii be 
the fitter to reign ? . . . The heir apparent cannot 
be fo treated : This plan is mereiy chimerical ; of 
courfe I have beftowed little refleSion upon what 
benefits might refult ffom it. . . • But is it not very 
eafy, without concealing bis birth, to bring up a 
Prince far from Court? . . . There is no advant^e 
that can fufficiently repay his mi^ibitune of being 
from under the eyes of his parents. It is his duty jr 
to regard them in the higheft light ; his happineis 
to poffefs their affeftion ; and, tocffed thefegood 
purpofes, he fliould Kve always with them. I 
am, however, much pfeafed with the idea of a 
houfe of education feven or eight leagues from the 
Court, for the young Prince tofpend there two or 
three months every year. At foch a diftaooe he 
would frequently enjoy the company of his parents^ 
and this retireoient wouki be of equal advantage to 
his body, and his mind. ... I am fo ftruck with this 
thought, that I will certainly have fuch a houfe 
built'; and I am of opinion, that the plan is not ^ 
to be trufted folely to the architeS. InftruSion 
ftould riot only be gained from the tapeftries, car- 
pets, and ether furniture of the apartments ; one 
(hould meet with it in the Court-yards and gardens. 
It fliall be without gildings, looking-glafles, and 
other ufelefs decorations. It (hall prefent every- 
where objefts calculated to infpire virtuous fenti- 
nientsin youthful minds -. 

You 

* For example, pl£lure8 1)! the mod xvoUe nCUonS) ^nd, ia 
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You will .eafily believe, my dear Baron, that I 
jBiaii engage the irrince to refled ferioufly on the 

)>iahof thiis houfe, before it is built; and to con- 
bit thoTe who are capable of giving the beft advice 
0!^ this head. 

Adieu, my dear Baron. I write alfo by this 
poft to Madame ^if/mj/if, fo I do not mentioa 
Monfieur and Madame d'OJialis : Madame d^Al- 
Pf^ne will (hew you my letter : the accounts con- 
tained in it will give you the greater pleafure, for 
you are fenflble that I never allow myfelf to exag- 
jg;er^te in the leaft, even to give you pleafure. 



LETTER LIV. 
The Baronefs to Madame de VaJmont. 

Paris, 

AH! Madame, you alone can conceive the 
condition I am in, and the griefs which furround 
me 1— To you I may difclofe that grief of which 
here I conceal the greateft part in my own breaft ; 
you {hare it, you feel it yourfelf. Alas ! at break 
of day to-morrow they depart ! — They wifhed to 
deceive and perfuade us, that they did not ifet out 
before Monday or Tuefday. I pretended to be- 
lieve them; but I knew the truth this morning — 

What 

the gardens and courts^ flatucs and bufls of the moft famous 
men ; their hiftories Ihould be written on the pedcfiah. 
W^ithout any additional expence, a King might fcleft from his 
own coUeftions pictures, drawing?, prints, and flatucs, which 
hand down to us great men and their aaious. Thefc flxould be 
always before the eyes of the Prince, Jiis fon. 
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What a fupper this lad ! Monf. nPJimeri and the 
Chevalier dined here: they did not leaye me tiU 
five, and Monfieur cTJlmane and Theodore returned 
with them at feven : this afllduity alone would have 
made me fufpicious. We fupped together ; the 
manner Monfieur d^Almane had placed us at table 
had fomething very remarkable in it : I was feated 
between him and my fon, Adelaide was on her 
father's right hand ; he told the Chevalier to fit 
on the other fide of her; and he, fearing he did 
not hear right, obliged Monf. d*Almane to repeat 
this invitation twice— The converfation was. very 
melancholy and ill fupported. You are fenfible 
how difiicult it is to forbear weeping when we 
fpeak ; Adelaide and I were filent— When we role 
from table, I felt I had fo little command over my- 
felf, that I refolved to retire for a minute— At 
eleven Monfieur d^ Aimeri \o6\itA at his watch, and 
I faw him make a fign to Monfieur d^Almane ; pre- 
fently they all arofe ; my huftand and fon drew 
near, and in an hefitating manner bid me good 
night ; on embracing them, I could not refrain my 
tears. I felt my fon's flow ; my face was bathed 
with thcm-^ Adelaide, fhocked, and comprehend- 
ing but too readily that thefe embraces were a fare- 
well, came and threw herfelf between her father 
and brother— At length Monfieur d*Almane (natcbr 
cd himfelf from pur arms, and took fome fteps to- 
wards the door, "^Adelaide J pale and trembling, 
feeing him go, attempted to follow him ; but, un- 
able to fupport herfelf, would have fallen, had not 
the Chevalier flown towards her, caught her, and 
carried her to a chair— Monfieur d^Almane return- 
ed, to aflfure his daughter that they fliould not 
leave us that night ; then, obferving that the Che- 
valier 
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valicr and Theodore could no longer hide their ex- 
treme fenfibility, took an hand of each, and went 
abruptly out of the room. Adf'aiie caft herfelf 
into my arms, and we gave a loofe to our tears— 
We were above two hours together without fpeak- 
ing; we couM only weep— Befides, inquietude 
andforrow fomctimes infpire fuch difmal ideas that 
il is itnpoflible to communicate them— We have 
not courage to utter ihem; we experience a kind 
of fuperftition in our fears for thofe we iov j, which 
hinders us from exprefling our moft diftraQing 
thoughts. In this cafe, fuch terrible words occur 
that one cannot refolve to pronounce them. I re- 
member Adelaide at four years of age had a blow 
on her head ; (lie fell ill auhe timt, and had a fe- 
ver; I fentfor aphyfician; I talked of the blow 
(he had received j I aflted whether her fever did 
not proceed from it. It woulH have been impofli- 
ble for me to have faid. Don't you think fhe has 
fraauredher fkull ? That horrid word fra^iire was 
uppermoft in my thoughts night and day, but my 
mouth could not give il utterance — Such is my G- 
tuation at this moment, it would exceed my refolu- 
tion to communicate all my thoughts to the perfon 
in whom I place the greateil confidence I Ah ! 
Madam, when I reile£t (and at what minute do I 
not think of it) to what an height of happinefs I am 
raifed, I tremble at my own good fonune : is it 
poiTible that fuch perfect felicity can be perma- 
nent ? — It is now four o'clock in the mnjning, and 
they depart at fix ; I know not if I can reiift the 
defire of feeing them again for a moment and em- 
bracing them ! My poor Theadore, how deeply is 
he afFeflcd ! what goodncfs and fenfibiiity ! liow 
dearly 
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dearly do I love faim !— ^•aad riie Cheralier dt fi^dd^ 
mmt /-xi-believe me. Madam, li£ alfo is very dpar 
tome— But in eight or ten months we Ihall fte 
them again. They will have made a glorious cannh- 
paign. They will diftinguifli themfelves, I am 
very fure— ^-Oh! what joy, what tranfports, on 
reading the letter which announces their re^jum ! 
*--When we knov/ they are landed !— Alas I what 
mortal fears, what pain muft we fuppprt, before ' 
we tafte fuch delight 1 but. then, can it be bought 
too dear ? Adieu, Madam ; Monfieur d^Aimeri 
will fpend three weeks with us at St, ■ *■■. Then 
he will come to you ; fo you will certainly 
have the pieafure of feeing him towards the end of 
April. 



L E T T E R JLV. 

The Baronefs to Madame d^OJialis. 

DeSt. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦. 

i HAVE been two days here, my dear daugh- 
ter ; the two moft unhappy and paiiptiiil days of 
my life.— Although naturally I weep with great 
difficulty, fcwthefe laft forty-eight hours the tears 
have been continually in my eyes and every mo- 
ment ready to flow. In hopes of amufing myfelf 
on Monday evening, I took my harp J^nd played 
fome leffons, chufingtbofe I knew not, in order to 
force my attention ; but, as I was playing, my 
eyes were fo darkened by tears that I could not fee 
the notes. It is poflible to baniih refle&ioii^ but 

not 
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rM fly from forrow : £i frightfii! weight always re- 
mains at the bottom of the heart ! — Hitherto I 
lisve reaped no tcueconfolation but from religion, 
by addrefling myfelfto God in prayers, by placing 
all my hopes in him alone. It is with a firm faith 
I dare implore him, and he has already deigned to 
rerive and ftrenglhen me: in every event of my 
life may I render my felf worthy lobe either fuftain- 
ed, confoled, or gnided by him! The Vifcoontefs 
and Cotijlantia are here ; the deje&ion of the latter 
iiilly evinces htr attachment for "y^cWor?; Ailelaide 
readily fees into her feniiments: flie pities, but 
raonot comprehend her. As I do not chufe to 

ive mydflugh'erthe confidant offuch paflions, I 

' e the^eatell care to preveni het being tilone 
;h Conpantia, and have ftriftly forbid her ever 
.'•ilkinz to her cf thesAorf. 1 he Vifconnt, to 
uilm his Lady's fears {which are as tormenting as 
Ctmflanlia's) a fortnight before Monfieur d'Almanis 
lieparture, pofitively refufcd the Marquis d'Hintay^ 
and alfured her at the fame time, that in his heart 
fee always prefared Thnhre to any other. The 
Vtfcountefs intreated him to make a contrafl with 
Monfieur tVAljnane ; but ftie could not prevail, 
■which caufesher much fear and uneafinefs. 

Adelaide is much afflli9ed, but her ftrenglh kA 
mind equals her fcnfibility. She is continually 
«nploycd, and has loft none of her aflivity. 

Pei-pAyry came here with me, but leaves me to- 
Inorrow ; he has received a letter with the melan- 
choly account of Monfieur Lagaraye's being dan- 
^eroufly ill ; and he is going to nurfe his benefac- 
tor. Adieu, my dear daughter. Ah ! why muft 
1 be deprivedoftheconfolationof confiding to you 
ithe moft cruel incidents of my life!— I write in- 
' deed. 
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deed, but when will you read this letter? When 
fliall I receive your anfwer ?— God blefs you, my 
child ! I will write again on Thurfday, and give 
you more particulars. 



LETTER LVI. 

The Vifcountefs to the Baronefs. 



Paris. 



I HAVE a great deal of news to tell you, my 
-dear friend. Madame de Bkmur has revenged her- 
felf in a very ftriking manner on Madangi|f.</^ Ser- 
ville, A thoufand circumftances united 'to make 
the latter ardently wifli for the place which you 
know flie applied for, and thought herfelf fure of 
obtaining, when Madame de Blemur returned from 
the waters.— This event entirely changed the face 
of things : for fhe planned fo deep and well-formed 
an intrigue, that (he abfolutely contrived to make 
the aflFair come to nothing ; and then wrote to Ma- 
dame de Serville to glory in the exploit. All the 
world have copies of her note, which are in the 
following words : ** In former times you experien- 
** ced. Madam, that I knew how to ferve my 
friends ; it is then but juftice that you fhould 
feel I alio know how to revenge ingratitude and 
calumny ; it was owing tome that your fchemes 
** failed.— I have not indeed returned you all the 
ill which you did to me, but yet feel myfelf fa- 
tisfied at having it my power to convince you 
that I am not to be deceived and betrayed with 
impunity .''—This extraordinary manner of ma- 
king 
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king a boaft of one's anger, and glorifying in re- 
venge, has, however, met wiih ils furoefe, and is 
appkuded by many people ; for ihey find in this 
proceeding a generous finccrity, and repeat all the 
common exprellions you already know, which arg 
fo dangerous well as falfe ; " that people of the 
'• greateft fenfibility know befi how to fiiew dif- 
•* like ; and " that great hearts are always the 
" moft revengeful." Such maxims are now be- 
come proverbs, not on account of their truth, but 
on account of their being an excufe for wickednefs. 
A feeling and gralefijl heart will always afl nobly 
and generoufly, and will think of hatred with hor- 
ror, and revenge wllhdifdain. Thofewho avenge 
themfelves fhamefuliy give way to a furious paffion, 
and faerifice honour and humanitytothemoil terrible 
of feelings. To think of employing one's thoughts 
without ceafing, only to injure and to endeavour to 
make the obje£l of one's diflike for ever unfortunate, 
to6nd pieafure in the traits of fo Hack a pifture,to 
carry into execution fo horrid a defign, does it not 
fliew, atthe bottom, a favagechara&er'abfolutely 
void of allfeelings either of tendernefs or affeftionf 
Madame (/c S/cwiur's friends fay, by way of excufe, 
that (he did not give herfelf time to reflet on this 
adion, and endeavour to perfuade one it was not 
premeditated : but Madame de SfriiiUis fcheme 
could not be defeated in four-and-twenty hours : 
and it has been fufficiently proved, that this was 
the effefl of more than two months intrigue ; ber 
fides, never does a fuddenfit of anger makeareally 
good heart guilty of a bad affion. Ifweevergivc 
way to paiiion our reafon forfakes us, and for a 
time we are loft to ourfelvcs ; but then the inftinft 
f a natural good difpofition is left, and will fcrve 
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as our guide-rf Another event is, that Monf. de So* 
mires has juft gained hiscaufe. It w^s expeSed he 
would have a£bed in the mod generous manner 
to his relation, who has a numerous family, and 
almoft reduced to beggary by this event ; during 
the three years which this law-fuit has lafted, you 
are not ignorant of all that Mpnf. de Somires and 
his friends faid on the fubjed ; well then, after all 
that violent difplay of heroic fentiments, Mcxnf. 
de Somires keeps all his fortune I It has b^n'proyed 
he has the right, and he (hews he has the inclina- 
tion alfo. — But I cannot endure to find words and 
a6l:ions fo very contrary ; why fay, / am more iw^ 
He tiaa amtier, in order to prove in the end, that 
ope is only an iinpoftpr ? But yet, on the whole, 
{ do not thmk it a bad pjan ; undoubtedly it rei^ders 
one contemptible in the opinion qf fenfible peor 
pie ; but then it is fur^ of gaining one the eOmm 
and admiration of fools, yrho are always more gui- 
ded by expreflions than anions. If Madan^e ^T/ifr. 
felia was not for ever talking of her own f^ank aod 
greatne/s, and did not pronounoe thefe two wordf 
with fuch ftrong emphaiis ; and if fhe was not 
herfelf to tell of her diflike to every thing that w^« 
meaUf would any one talk either of her rank or 
greatnefs of foul? For (he dearly loves money, 19- 
very pariimot^ious, and has nothing the leaft obli- 
ging in her manner. She feeks, cultivates, and 
flutters, all perfops who pan be ferviceable to her : 
and fhe has fpent her whole life ia begging and fp- 
liciting favours, bu^ aflures people that her fenti- 
ments ar^ perfeftly noble ; and they give her credit 
for it. Every one fays the world i^ bad ; as fpr 
inyfelf, the longer I livis, the qfipr^ I fee that it i$ 

equally ai:e4Mlpu9 mi §991^01^ • ^. M^^ ther^^ 

need 
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needs no great wit or genius to impofe on it : no- 
thing is wanted but impudence and art. 

My laft news is that Madame de GfrsiHe is Tei- 
7.ed with a religious zeal ; her pretence for this al- 
teration is the death of her brother, whom ii is well 
known (he never loved : but the motive has made 
the change very interefling, and (he is now quite 
reflored to the.favour of the world ; which coPs her 
only the facrifice of her box at the Opera ; for now 
even the outward forms of religion are not fo ftrifl; 
as they were formerly, and neither rouge nor head 
drefs IS difcarded ; it is only forfalting public 
amufements, and afluring one's friend that one is 
a devotee. Thus, fince my return here, I abfo- 
lutely hear tittle elfe than the praifes of Madame 
de Gerville for her fenfibility.— All principle apart, 
I cannot hate her ; though (he is certainly the per- 
fon in the world who has done me the grealeft in- 
jury ; yet (he caufes no alteration iri my difpofiti- 
on. Was 1 to fee her in diftrels, I {hould feel the 
fame comnaflion for her as I (hould for a perfon 
wholly indifferent to me.' — Even in the midft of 
her profperity, I wi(hed her no harm; but will 
confcfs to you, that the fight of her happinefs is 
not pleafant to me, asj really think her, not de-- 
ferving of it; for Ihe is a perfon I cannot efteem, 
and I do not take averfiens without feeling con- 
tempt : I never hate what I once valued : for, even 
if any rivals of mine were to obtain the prize I 
wi(hed to gain, and fucceeded without ufing either 
artifice or falfehood, I (hould own the generofily 
of their conduit, though they deprived me of the 
happinefs of niy life ; and I (hould never hate 
ihem. Itis with the greatefteafe I can forbear ex- 

'.ng in public the faults of thofe who are not my 
friends 
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friends, and can even defend them when they are 
falfely accufed before me : but 1 muft own it does 
hurt me to hear them praifed and extolled for vir- 
tues which I know they do not poffefs. It is then 
with difficulty I keep within bounds ; but my an- 
ger foon ceafes, and reflexion reftores to me eafe 
and indifference. — Adieu, my dear friend ; on 
Thurfday I mean to come and fpe&d three days 
with you. — I endeavour to amufe myfelf and divert 
my little Conjiantia ; but yet we are not in fpirits, 
and when alone can talk only of you, M. d'Almane 
and Theodore, 

I have received only one letter from Porphyry du- 
ring the three months that he has left us, and I 
fear there is no hope of Monf. de Lagaraf^ recove-r 
ry. What a lofs will he be to humanity ! and with 
what regret muft that good man leave this worlds- 
when he refleQs on the numbers of thofe unfortu- 
nate people who, by his death, will be deprived of 
their only benefaSor !— How terrible muft his.Iaft 
moments be I What a ftiocking fcene for our poor 
friend ! — ^If you have heard from him fince the fit 
teenthi pray let me know. 
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Porphyry to the Barmefs. 

De Lagaraye, 

OH, Madam 1 I have loft my benefaftor, my 
father, my guide ! — ^His death was worthy of bis 
life. The melancholy account, which rends my 

heart 
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Jieart, can alone relieve it, and procure ihe only 
confolation it is fufceptible of at this dreadful mo- 
ment—Oh ! can I better honour his memory, than 
by repeating with fidelity his actions and his dif- 
courfe, which will raife him higher in your eftima- 
tion ? 

r informed you. Madam, In my laft letter, thai 
I then had fome hope, but two days after I loft it 
entirely. Laft Monday, M. de Lagaraye would 
not permit me to fit up with him ; I lay in an ad- 
joining clJfet, About four o'clock in the morning 
I was called, and informed he was much worfe. — [ 
found him in a fwoon and in Madame de Lagaraye's 
arms ; which lafted for a confiderable time. When 
he came to himfelf, his pulfe became pretty good, 
which was thought a favourable circumftancc. At 
fix he defired we would ciuil the room, and leave 
the Prieft and him together. — We went into his 
anti-chamber, and, in about an hour, ihe folding 
doors opening, judge. Madam, our furprixe, on 
feeing his fervants carrying him in a great chair ; 
he juft (lopped, and told us he was going to villi 
hii fick. Thefewordsftruckus allwiththefameidea, 
that they were meant as his laft adieu, which drew 
tears from every one in the room. M. de Lagaraye 
defired me to announce his vifit in the [nfirmary, 
that his prefence might not alarm the invalids ; 
which proved a very neceflary caution, for they 
were tranfported beyond expreflion, all concluding 
that Monf. de Lagaraye was out of danger. — Many 
exclaimed, now is life defirable 1— Others offered 
Dp to Heaven their moft fervent prayers, expreflive 
of their gratitude and joy. All renewed their pro- 
mifes lo God of accomplifliing their different vows 
for the re-e(lablifliment of their bentffaflor's health. 
The 
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The moment Monf. d^ Lagaraye appeared in the , 
hall, ihey all drew afide their curtams, and leaned 
almoft out of their beds to fee him come in. There 
was a confufed murmur of fobs and tears ; their 
misfortunes were forgoUen, their fu&erings fiiC- 
pended, gratitude alone employed and filled their 
hearts. Monf. dc Lagarayc ordered himfcif to be 
carried round the hail, in order that they might 
imagine he was pad all dajiger. At the fame time 
he exhorted them to rcfignation, in cafw it Ihould 
pleafe God to take him ; and, for their greater 
confolation, he ordered that part of his will to be 
read, in which he had dire6ted, that they Ihould 
remain in the infirmary till they were perfeflly 
cured. At lafthe informed chem, that as he found 
himfelf weak, he fhould not vifit them again for 
ten or twelve days : he then retired, loaded with 
benedictions and thanks. As I followed him, 1 re- 
marked that he looked badi at the door, and with 
a profound figh lifted up his eyes to Heaven. — As 
foon as he got to bed, finding himfelf faint, he 
took a few drops of ather, and made fome pre- 
tence to fend Madame de Lagarayr out of the room, 
as well as all his attendants, except myfelf ; and 
begging^ Lemire, his furgeon, and St. Andre to 
withdraw, and then holding out his hand to me. 
Moments, faid he, are dear to us, and there are 
none to l«i;. Has Lemire told you the truth ? . . . 
In what ? interrupted 1, with inexpreffible grief, 
what do you mean! He replied, onmyfituation — 
This llruck me dumb, for [ill then I had flattered 
myfelf : but now my hopes were fled, for 1 faw it 
was all over, and that he was fenfible of it — ! laid 
my head on his hand -, and he, perceiving that I 
bathed it with my tears, remained for a Ihort time 
fileni 
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fifent ; then rcfuming the difcourfe : Regret me, 
faid he, you ought; but do not pity me ; think on 
my life and the reward which I fliail receive, and 
be not fo felfilh as to be inconfolable for my death. 
—No, cried I ; you will not die ; no, it is impof- 
fible. Ce»fe, rephedhe, ceafe, my dearPsr/i/jTy, 
to flatter yourfelf. 1 have not twenty-four hours 
to live — You 1 Great God! .... It was for that 
reafon that I willied to fee the fick ; I owed them 

that confolation You! my father f — At fisty- 

three, then, your career will be finiflied .... 
Well ! what occafion have you for murmuring ? If 
I had lived fifteen years longer, I ftiould have been 
rewarded later , . , But thefe unfortunate people 
to whom your life is To neceflary I ... I put them 
again with confidence into iii hands, who firft in- 
fpired me with the refolution of confecrating my 
life to them— you think, perhaps, 1 biiterly regret 
all the good I (hould have done, had I ten years 
longer to live ; if I had only worked for glory, it 
is true, I Ihould die in defpair; thefe two years I 
have been thinking on new plans, and was juft about 
carrying fonie great thaigs into execution. A few 
years more, and I (hould have left cftablifhments 
which would have furvived me. But death comes 
and deftroys all thefe hopes. What does it figni- 
fy ? God, who reads the very bottom of our hearts, 
will keep an account of my projefls as well as of 
my adions. All my defigns are overturned ; but I 
had formed ihem, which will entitle me to the re- 
ward ; fo that I dieiullyfatisfied, and twenty years 
more could not have made my hft moments mort 
fweel and trancfui! . . . O, admirable triufnph 6f 
Religion, cried ! — Oh, my father 1 How you make 
*ie love this fttblime piety, that 'can alone, byin-~ 
fpiring 
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fpiring heroic anions, evenraife a gieai foul above ■ ' 
glory! Ah, what fignifies the judgment of men 
and the vain reputation of a moment, when we 
are under the eye of the Supreme Judge, wiio pe- 
netrates the motives, who knows the liefires, from 
whom virtuous intentions are never hid, and from 
whom we mud expeft immortal recompence, for 
the good we have done, and for that we are wil- 
ling lo do. At thefe words, Monf, de Lagaraye, 
looking at me with eyes which expreffed the fwett- 
e{l fatisfaflion ; promife me then, faid he, to pre- 
ferve thefe religious fendmenls in a world where 
fo many look on irreligion as a proof of ftrength 
and fuperiority of underftanding. Rememher, my i 
dear Porphyry, that Corneilk, Racine, Fcnelm, Boi- | 
Uaii, Baffuet, and Pafckal, were as much diftin- 1 
guithed fay their eminent piety ashy the fuperiority i 
of their talents .... Your example alone is fuffi- ' 
cient for me ; I (hall compare the life of the flan- ' 
dercrs of Religion with your's ; and Ifhall preferve J 
tomylatcft breath the principles youhave inftilled ] 
into me. On pronouncing thefe words, I fell on 
my knees at hie bcd-fide ; he clafped me, in his \ 
arms, and was fome time before he could fpeak ; ^ 
then, raifmg me up, and making me fit down by 
him, he charged me with a painful commiflion, | 
that of acquainting Madame dc Lagaraye with his | 
fituation ; and at the fame time ordering me to take , 
all neceflary precautions that his death might be , 
concealed from ihe fick till after their recovery ; 
which the precaution he took of, telling them he 
ihould noifec them fortwelve days, the better en- J 
abled me to do. He finiih,ed by recommending j 
to me a young man of his fchool, to whom he had ,^ 
taken a particular liking, and for whom you will 
eafily 
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eifily believe, Madam, I fhall have the greateft 1 
frieiidfhip. After this cruel and aifefling conver-^ ] 
fation, I went in fearch of Madame </? Z-i^aroye .' I 
the fight of me but too well prepared herfor ths^ 
dreadful news which I was charged to commuoij^ 
caie : ftie, tremblingj queftioned me, and fooiy 
difcovered the extent of her unhappinefs. Sfaft^ 
c1a(ped her hands together, and, lifting up her eyej 
to Heaven, filled with tears, (he remained fonM_ 
minutes in that attitude, without uttering a finglfi 
word ; but the fubiime and affeQing expreflion of 
her countenance fiifficiently declared her thoughts 
and fentiments — She offered the happinefs of 
her life as a facrifice to God I and yet there 
was nothing violent or franticln her grief ; it ap- 
peared ftrong, but a perfed refignatjon foft- 
ened the bitternefs of it ; fo that my commiferati- 
ons were in part loft in admiration — At laft, Ma- 
dame de Lagaraye, wiping away her tears, arofe, 
and, leaning on my arm. Let us go to him, faid 
ftie ; be not under the leafl apprehenfions that ibe-,', 
fight of him will add to my weaknefs : on the con-"' 
trary, it will give me firmnefs ; for is it pofltbu 
to want refignation or courage in his prefence ? \ 
conduced Madame de Lagarays to the door of th 
apartment, and flayed in the next, where I foun( 
Si. Andrk and Blanch. The firft was (landin 
leaning againft the chimney ; he did not weep, but 
grief and confternation wereftrongly painted in his 
pale and disfigured countenance. You are, Ma-9 
dam, already acquainted with hit hiftory, and with*' 
the natural i/iolcnce of his paflions \ and how fin- 
cere and violent his enthufiafin is for Monf, di Im- 
giTdye. I went up to him ; he preiTed my hand, 
"r^o;.. III. K and 
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and perceiving my tears to flow. You are young, 
faid he, this is an event you had reafon to espe£t ; 
but for me, who am fo much older than him, and 
a ofelels burden upon earth, to furvive him !— As 
^f. Andre pronounced ihefe words, we heard a 
dreadful fcream ; it was Madame de Lagaraje : 
terrified and Irembhng, we ran towards the door, 
and, entering the room, what a fight prefented it- 
.felf to our view ! We Taw Monfieur de Lagaraye 
ready to breathe his lafl ; the frightful palenefs of 
death had aheady overfpread his countenance : 
his unhappy wife, feated on his bed, fuppiorted him 
in her arms. The Prieft, ftanding fay the bed fide, 
held one of his hands^-On perceiving us, he made 
a fign for us to draw near him ; then turning his 
head towards us, with a look full of mildnefs and 
fcrenity. Porphyry, oh, myfon! faid he, remember 
thy promife; and you, my dear Si. Andre, conti- 
nued he, never leave my wife ; but do you and 
your family continue with her in fuch retreat as (he 
(hall chufe ; and may Fricndfhip, but above all, 
Religion, be your comfort. In pronouncing thefe 
words, his head fell on his breaft, and his eyei 
clofed : the furgeon drew near to fetl his pulfe, 
and made a fign that he ftill breathed ; a moment 
after he faid aloud, Hit pulfe revhri, Alas \ how 
cafily is the human heart imprefled with hope!— 
Thefe few words caufed an univerfal tranfport ; 
every one repeated them, and expeQed a miracle. 
I approached, and, looking ftedfaftly at M, de La- 
garayr, 1 perceived the palenefs difperfing, his co- 
lour returning, his eyes opening, and alupernatu- 
ral exprcflion made his venerable appearance more 
and more ftriking^All at once he_^ lifted up his 
hands to Heaven, and with ihe moft fervent emo- 
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_tion, he faid, Oh, my God ! thou called mc; 
come! Thefe werehialaft words. — Struck with furf 
prife,and feized with emotion, which fuch a fight r 
ver perhaps before produced, weallfellonourkneed 
We looked on his death witho»jt fear, and v 
fidercd the melancholy objeQ of our lofs withoifl 
terror ; becaufe we were fure that lie was happ]^ 
it appeared not as if death had approached an 
ftruck him ; but the Almighty had defcerded fr« 
Heaven to call and to receive him. After havin 
torn Madame de Lagaraye from his apariment, 
recolIeQed his lafl injunflions concerning the fide -, 
I ran to the Infirmary, but too late ; the fcreams of 
the domeltics, the tears, the groans of the nurfes, 
had but too foon divulged the melancholy news 
which I was charged to conceal. — I flayed only 
aminute, andwithdrew, penetrated with compaG 
fitin and horror, — I was doomed to be a witnefa b 
a dill more pathetic and dreadful fctne. 

The day before yeftcrday, being (hat defltno! 
for the funeral, I went at the time appointed into" 
the fchool-hall, wherethe coffin then lay: incrofling 
the court, I perceived it was filled with many of 
the inhabijanis of the village, and all the mann- 
faflurers in tears : on entering the hall, I founjn 
near fixty childret* kneeling round the coffin ; A 
Andre, in along black cloke, was at the top oft! 
room, motionlefs a^d plunged in tkedeepcflmed 
lation, with his eyes fixed on the coffin, which li 
feemed to contemplate in the moft melancholy a 
unhappy manner. His three fons were placed b 
hind him ; we were wailing for Che Prieft, when 
all at once fiK men, with the moft terrifying af- 
|fb£ts, pale, livid, and emaciated, cloathed in white 
w hicli covered them from head to foot ; whdj| 
K 2 
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could foarce lupporl themfclves, an^ appeared like 
phantoms, like ghorts comiag out of iheir tombs ; 
proflrated thenilii;lvcs before ihe coffin with the 
mod hideous groans. Thefc unfortunate people 
Hole out of (he Infirmary to render the laft homage 
to their benefador, in the abfence of their nurfes, 
who had left iheni in the general trouble and con- " 
fufion. Two of thefe unhappy people fainted, 
and telJ near the coffin : I had them removed, aud 
went with them myfelf to the Infirmary, where [ 
gave them all the relief that they flood m need of j 
and returned to the hall jufl as the Pricft arrived, 
)md immediately we were in motion. As foon as 
we came near the court, we heard more diflindlly 
the laraenlable groans of tlie maltilude, who waited 
to join the funeral pomp; but the moment they 
faw the coffin, an umverlal filence enfued, and an 
awful refpe£t flopped their lame Eitat ions and tears. 
In about half an hour the numerous retinue arri- 
ved at the church. Alaa ! in my infancy, I faw 
Moiifieur rfi- Lagaraye lay the firft (lone of this fa- 
cred edifice I We now approached the awful tomb 
which was going to enclofe the precious remains of 
the moft virtuous and bcft of men. The grave was 
half open, and the coffin placed in it : my heart 
was now torn afiindcr, and I turned my treiwbling 
eyes from it. At this moment I heard a plaintive 
voice, and faW tjie unhappy St. Andre ftaggering on 
the edge of the grave ; his fons tried, but in vain, 
to drag him from it ; loft and wandering he flrug- 
gled in their arms, crying out, Oh, my Mafter I 
Oh, my friend ! — and at that inftantfell into the 
grave, and expired on his bencfaflor's coffin ;-— a 
noble and Ibiking viftim of gratitude and frietid- 

ihip. 

I can- 
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I cannot give you an account. Madam, of the 
conclufion at this melancholy fcsne, as I was de- 
prived of my fenfes. UfKin my recovery I found 
myfelf in my own room; ihey bled me, and obli- 
ged me to keep my bed, being in a high fever.— 
Yeflerday finding myfelf a little better, I arofe, in 
order to pay my refpe£ts to Madame de La^araye, 
who communicated to me all her plans: ihe pro- 
pofes to refide at Aujou, where ihe was boin, Da 
foon as the tick are recovered. She will there eP- 
tabH(h a charitable hofpital, and a little fchooi for 
girls J to which flie will devote the thirty thoufand 
livres a- year which were l«ft her. She takes with 
her the unhappy family of St. Andre : the latter 
was interred this morning ; and they have juftly 
immortalized his memory and his death byplacing- 
his body in the {ame grave with Monf. de Laga- 

The heirs of Monf. de Lagaraye are all here, and. 
treat his reliQ with the greaieJl regard and refpeit, 
which indeed they cannot rcfufe to her virtues ^ 
but it is already known that they will not keep up 
any of Monfieur de Lagaraye's eflablifhments.— 
As to me. Madam, I know not when I can enjoy 
ihe happinefs of feeingyou : I fhal! (lay with M""^ 
"dame de L«;'driy^ as long as 1 can render myfelf td 
fultoherj therefore, tn all probability, I fhall d 
""aris till the beginning of the Winter;,] 
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LETTER L^aiL 

7he Baronefs to Madame J^OJialif. 

From 5/, * ♦ * ♦. 

IT is determined, my dear child, that I {hall 
ftay here all the Winter ; for what (hould I do at 
Paris in the fituation in which I am. , Could I go to 
public places, or even mix with company ? Even 
fuppofmg diilipation was not wholly difagreeable to 
me ; yet prudence, woiild oblige me to renounce 
any pleafures it might afford me. How can a 
woman venture to fliew herfelf at an opera or a 
ball, when her hu(band or her fon are ezpofed to all 
the dangers of war ? Madame de Limours comes 
frequently to fee me : but you know (he muft have 
a little of JParis to pleafe her, as (he herielf owns \ 
therefore (he never (lays more than eight or ten 
days at a time with us. 

The Count AnatolieAcdytfkQrA^y of a confump<« 
tion; or rather of the exceflfes in which he has lived 
for thefe two years. He has left a rich and lovely 
widow, and, I think, not an inccnfolable one.—. 
One thing pleafant enough is, that Conjlantia is 
jealous of the Countefs AriatoUe ; for (he has found 
out her attachment to Theodore, So (he never men- 
tions her name ; and if by chance (he hears any 
body fpeak of her with admiration, (he blu(hes and 
appears hurt. So young and already to feel fuch 
flrong paflions ! . . . 

Monf. de Vaky has fold one of his fineft eftates— 
V7e hear he is nearly ruined 5— you would not 

know 
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know his wife ) (he is at this time as red-faced, as 
Ugly, and old, as flie was young and pretty five 
years ago. — She feeras more fenfible of this mis- 
fortune than (he is of her huiband's ruin. Adelaide 
grows every day more lovely j (he is quite capable 
now of being my friend.— Htr fenfe is equally as 
od as her temper. No converfation can be more 
reeabie to me than her's : our fentiments and 
lintans are exaQly alike. We ofien fpend whole 
lys teU'd-tete, and they pafs away quicker than 
:hei's. We know how to employ them. We 
: equally lively, wiih the fame taftes, the fame 
inner of thinking. Can we ever be tired of 
ing together? Even ifl did not love her fo much, 
;r freedom and extreme candour would make me 
llways prefer her focief y to any other. She is not 
' ily incapable of falfehood, but esaggeration is 
To as much unknown to her as telling lyes. She 
■n every aQion of her life as fmcere as is confifl- 
with prudence and politencfs. This charming 
.lity gives ineftimable value to whatever (he 
9 br fays ; we are fure chat neither interefl nor 
lattery will ever diSate the praifesfhe beftows. — 
Ter attentions are obliging ; the proofs of her 
iend(hip really a(Fea the heart. We hften to her 
'th earneftnefs, and are interefied in what flie 
ys, becaufc truth in its moft pleafmgform comes 
om her lips; her looks, hergaietv, her fmiles are 
all natural and without .irt. Was (he not hand- 
fome, had (he not fo much grace nor talents, yet 
(he would pteafe ; fhe would engage your friend- 
(hip ; (he would ftill poffcfs that inexpre(rible chann 
which truth and candour he/low. We cannot have 
this precious virtue without polTefling many others ; 
we can never be perfeftly Gncere without being 
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\ noble, equirable, and generous. We dojufticeto 
^ «ur enemies ; we acknowledge freely their good 
' Qualities ; we rejeCt pralfes which are not our due ; 
(, and, in fliort, we can neither intrigue nor flatter ; 
' &r to do either we miift mike ufe both of cunning 

«nd falfeliood. 

AdeJaiAc'is not yet eighteen years old, and has 
[ lilready corrcQed all the faults natural to her age 
' ^d fex. Since rtie Vigilio deUt quaranle, file hai 
i never been tempted to make a joke of any one; par- 
' ticularly on account of ihofe things which are fb 
, ^mmon and trifling, as clothes and head-drelTes, 

&c. At the fame time (he lakes a joke herfelf j 
. tven if it is fevere, provided it does not affe£i her 
Y ^arafler, {he receives it with good-humour and 
E iVeeinefs. She defpifes tljai kind of matieni'y fo 
^.inuch, that fuch a joke would neither confute nor 
'■ dift-efs her.— She icllsme all her obfervations, and 
" confides lo me her private opiiiions on the perioni 
I wcfee: but never, before a third perfon the leaft 
I fiifpicious, will Ihe permit herfelf to criticifc the 

ibialleft matter. As (he has an excellent under- 
I flanding, fhe is abfolutely exempt from (hat trifling 
rcuriofity which women in general are fo juflly rc- 
' jH-oached with, and which is only occaftoned by 

idkncfs and envy. Adelaide thinks fuch trifles of 

no importance, and wonJers how people can dif- 

(urb themfelvCs for fuch things or wifh to know a 
|f fecret which cannot iniereft them. When (he lives 

in (he world, Ihe will be the lafl to hear the lean- 
I dalous reports which are drculated of quarrcli, 
I ^reemenis, &c, &c. She will be witnefs to ma- 
" hy trpacheries, without taking any part in them ; 
I and often, without attending lo them. People 
' will ridicule her on this account, and will be always 
f a&ing 
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a&ing her, frum whence Jhe eemer, tiat fie Jutowt 
mihing ? It is true, the will be ierioriuit of them ; 
but Hte will know how to find out the charafters 
d difpofittons of the perfons with whom fhe aHb- 
tes. Widtednefi, indolence, and goiliping, of- 
1 difcover little intrigues of fcciety ; but fenfe 
d prudence only can give penetration. Adelaide 
mil leldom be deceived by falfe friends, (for what 
id heart is eot fometimes made a dupe ;) but fhe 
l^tll not bellow her contidence, unlefs on thofe 
ripfao dtferveit; which is an eflential matter: for, 
if you cannot prevent being treated with ingrati- 
tade, prudence atjeafl wiUkeep you from being 
Strayed. Adelaide has never tbrgdl our little te- 
Ifc treat into the Convent J^* * * and Mademoifelle 
hC^if.ny. She will never more judge of people 
f their appearance nor espreffions: flie is cured 
: this infatuation. No one ever carried this 
^knefs fo far as Madame de Liintari did when 
8 was young ; to be fwcet tempered, interefting, 
l4 afic£liDnate, it was, in her opinion, fulficient 
tthavea longvifage, h^ht hair, and an aquiline 
nek: on the other hand, all handfome brunettes 
IrCre lively, ftnart and witty: but all who were 
Uoin, were peevifti and malicious, However, as 
■iavery polCble to have black eyes and a mild diP 
iJition, or a pale complexion with a peevifti lem- 
t, the Vilcountefs frequently found herfeif de- 
rived in her opinions) an error which espcrience 
E^Ione could difcover. Madame de Jicrvitre, a fair 
Kitsd interefting figure, became her intimate friend 
■ fe the fpacetrf eight days i and tliey entirely broke 
with each other in three months, after havmg had 
a doz.en quarrels in the time. To iliis friendfhip 
Mitdame de Semire fucceeded, airunf»*fullofwit 
K 3 and 
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F«nd vivacity. But the Vifcountcfs foon put an end 
to this attachment, enraged at the inrupportable 
foliy and impertinence of aperfonlhe had thought 
fo droll and To clever. I could lell you twenty fto- 
, ries of her on fimilar occarions^We faw her for fix 
|- -months infeparable from a woman whom flie called 
[ M)i love, my dear, and my child \ and the very next 
LVinter they were quite ftrangers. This condufl 
K«b<l much harm to her chara£ter, and her caA-off 
nEriends afperfed her without mercy, and betrayed 
Vull the little fccrets fhc had confided to them durmg 
f their intimacy. The extreme youth of the ViC- 
[ countefs, and the bad education Ihe had received, 
V .ODuld only plead her excufe ; and ftie had loo much 
L'ftnrenotloendeavour to corre£t her error, when 
KAe i^'ew older. 

K Noi my dear child, Melaideh ^Stdiwns {qt Er- 
K^xiwisnotat ail Icflened. On the contrary, (he is 
y every day fonder of her. Ermine is now ten years 
I old, and is really aspleafmgin her temper aS in her 
i perfon. Shehas all ihefincerity ofher llttlemam- 
■ ^a ; a virtue which ihe intirely owes to her, as ftie 
l*luid naturally a difpofttion to falfehood. The poor 
K little gill. has been under great trouble to-day; (be 
Klrbad a little white cat which fhe look great delight 
rin. This morning the unfortunate Azolin fell out 
I of a window into a paved court, and two hours 
R after died on his miftrefs's lap. At this fhoclcing 
t. iieht. Ermine ivrntA pale as death, and then burft- 
H^g into le.1t s, throwing herfelf into Adelaide'^ arms, 
H which di<^ net receive her without-emotionl — This 
■^^ene made meiettoileS a picture of de Greuze, 
Km hichfCfKefents a )ittle girl weeping for her Canary 
^n^d. The tears of £rBw'w on this accident gave 
■rme I know not what kind of pleafing fenfation^ 
1 ^rhefv infatitine troubles are agreeable to cciiiem- 
P piatc. 
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plaie, becanfe they prove the innocence and feli- 
city of that age, Thefepure tears, which fall for 
the lofs of a cat, convince us that the heart has ne- 
ver experienced any real grief. Happy age ! — Ade- 
laide has this evening given Ermine a ffjiitrrel. 
Should any (imilar accident happen to it in two or 
three years, may it be wept for as fincereiy as 
Azolin! j^(/f/oiWf and i have watted till near mid- 
night merely to talk of Ermtu ; Adelaide, like a 
true mother, pleafes herfelf with building caftles 
for her. She looks forward to the lime when (he 
will be twenty years old; flie wifhesflie wasfonow. 
But in that cafe, faid I to Jier, you would be eight- 
and-twenty, and no loneer in ilie prime of youth. 
. . . But Ermine would be in all the charms of her's ! 
This is a fentiment which not only confoles a 
good mother for the lofs ofher charms, bui makes 
her even defirous of growing older, that flie may 
fee the happy days dellined for her children. She 
cannot be under any concern on the decreafe ofher 
own beauty, when (he fees her daughter's every 
day improve. Time only takes graces from the 
mother to add them to her child. 

Adieu, iny dear child ; on Tuefday I fliall fend 
(o your banker's a little piSure painted by Adelaide' 
which reprefents her giving a leffori to Ermiru. \ 
hope the painting will plcafe you as well as the re- 
fentblances. 
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Tie Boronefi to Madame de Falmmt. 



From St. S»*, 



^m HOW happy we are. Madam ! — How great 
^P will your felicity be, what joy will you feel I Ah, 
who is more fenfibleof itthan myfelf? — Ourchil- 
dren have equally diftinguilhed themfelves ; they 
are well I — We mall fee them in three months— 
I fend you all the particulars, and tiot only the 

k letter Monf. tPAlmane has written to you, but that 
which I have received from him, as I imagine it will 
^ive you Hill more pleafure, and I have nothing I 
wifti to conceal from you !— When this precious 
packet was brought me by ihe Chevalier d'Herbain, 
I was with Madame de Limoiirt, Conflcnlia, and 
my daughter. I trembled fo miich i could fcarce 
open my packet or fptak — At length ] found a let- 
" ter from Monf. d'Almaru — 1 opened it, and judge 
what I felt on reading thefe words: " Glory and 
" happinefs, my deareft friend !"— I could not tittef 
a word— I threw myfelf on my knees— My dear 
Adelaide came and flung her arms about my neckj 
all my friends furrounded iDfi} their joy added to 
my felicity— Why were yottviVK here, Madam? 
How delightful would it have Been for me to em- 
brace you at that moment! Whatwioiild I not have 
* given, had you been here, that we might have read 
|'.0ur letters together ! — ^Poor little Canfanlia was 
\ much affe£ted, the name of I'heodnre efcaped her 
, lips I and flie Ihed a torrem of tears I— Neverthe- 
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Ids, when I read an account of the aftion, I ob- 
ferved that Adelaid^^ irani*port and emotions infi- 
nitely exceeded her coufin'e. Great fouls alone 
are capable of feeling fenliments of glory!— After 
Cmjiantia had heard that "T/uodore had received no 
wounds, the reft of the account appeared, to have 
very little effefl on her. 

Adieu, Madam; remember me, I intrcat you, 
Mdlieurs /T Aimer! and Vo!mont. Ah ! that you 
Jwere but here ! Adelaide has written you a very 
good letter, which (he has juft (hewn me ; yet 
(he has not cxprelTed half the part (he takes io your 
joy.— 
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LAST night I took CimJian!ia,iot the (irfttime, 
to one of the ditSe.6 halls ; we (laid to the very 
laft, and guefs what rime it was before we were in 
bed ; abtblutcly half paft three in the morning.-^ 
The affembfy was magnificent ; an immenfe croud 
and all the prettieft women in Paris were there ; but 
they only appeared to&ew their (ine clothes ; for 
they came at two, and went away again at three ; 
that a, as foon as they had been viewed by the 
whoJe aflemblyj^nB when their rouge began to 
run, and their hair to get out gf order : ihey gaped, 
complained of heat, and retired, OhI in our 
time, people had more real ^rit ; I cannot con- 
any thing more sibrdinely dull or manimate 
tlun ' 
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than the flirtations now-a-days ; for they really- 
confifl in nothing more than grimaces, and fingu- 
larities in drefs. I Tupped the other night with 
, one of thefe fafhionable flirts ; it was Madame df 
Blomar ; (he is ugly, but thinks herfclf ckver and 
agreeable j flie has a flow of words, with a conflant 
giggle which (he lliles wit; flie has a pofilive man- 
ner, and her converfation is as infipid as it is com- 
mon ; and when Ihe particularly wiflies to Ihew 
herfelf off, one may difcover it in a moment, for 
file toiTi^s herfelf about the room, never fits lUlI, 
w,il'-s wirhacarelefe air, and even jumps to admire 
herfelf in the tooking-glafs ; and finds a thoufand 
occafions to (hew a pretty foot, and the laughs quite 
loud. — Thefe now are all the artifices of a fafhion- 
abte coquette : they appear to me pcrfeflly inno- 
cent, becaufe it is impofllible that they can ever de- 
ceive any one.— Cmjlanlia was with me the evening 
I met her, and all the company were full of her 
praifesj indeedl neverfaw herlookfo well. Ma- 
dame Je Blom.ir had not fenfe fufficient to know 
ihe ought to difguife her envy ; (he could not al- - 
low that Canflmtia was pretty ; at firft (he ufed all 
her arts to endeavour to cclipfe her, and tried all 
thofegraces which I have defcribed ; but when (he 
perceived all her arts were in vain, and that the 
eyes of the company were ftill fixed on Ctrnjlantia^ ' 
flie was abfolutely fo difconcerted, that (he took no 
further pains to conceal h«€nvy or ill-humour. 
How much does a fooliih and ridiculous envy dif- 
grace and humble one !— I reiflember when I was 
young, there was nothing 1 fo much dreaded as the 
fear of being thought to poffels a jealous difpofili- 
on ; and I not only ijgreed in the praifes of all the 
pretty women, but re^y found pleafure in talking 
of 
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f their beauty, in hopes of perfuading thofe who 

txrd me, that 1 was abfolutcty exempt from this 

mtemptihlevice. But to return to Madame de 

r : what compieted my averfion to her was, 

when the converration turned that evening 

(iMadame de — , Ihe, in my opinion, abufed 

Tin a moftJhameful manner, and wanted to turn 

P Jbto ridicule her love for her hufband ; (he gave 

s feveral proofs, which, however, had a very 

ifferent effeftfrom what fhe expefted, as all the 

P^mpany admired the charaSer, fenfe, and beha- 

C'^our of Madame ■ Madame de Bkmar 

fjlgreed that Ihe was a perfon quite perfcf} — but 

pronounced that laft word in a moft faiyrica! man- 

I and then added, that Madame dr tired 

e to death in converfation, and that (he was ro- 

lantic to the greatcft excefs : I had a great incli- 

ttation to anfwer, They cannot be very tirefome 

Titho pofltfs a good underftanding, great fweetnefa 

f dilpoHtion, and much information ; and I had 

blthcr be Jliled romantic than indecent ; for I am 

sjrtain, that if Madame de — was to (hew that 

pe^ion to a lover, wliich Jhe fhows to her huf- 

J, Madame dc Bhmar would then think her en- 

,_in^, and would be always praifing her for her 

aifibility. People, void of principle, have always 

n averfion lothofewho are amiable, and wifli to 

|aakeeven virtue itfelf appear ridiculous ! a difficult 

k 1 and which can only ferve lo difcover their 

pwn faults and depravity of heart. 

I yeflerday made a hundred vifits with Conjiantia^ 

^■saA carried her among that number to Madame de 

— — . She returned delighted with a Mademoi- 

M\ede r~; in truth it is impofTible for any per- 

fi ^' to h ave been better educated, or to be more 
amiable 
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xniable. She is neither fhj nor oonfufed in airf 
company, and yet has all that modefty which is fo 
dcfirable at her age, and that dtference, and even 
rcfpeS for married women, which is always en- 
giging in fo young a perfon. Her manner of ex- 
prefling berfelf is always gentle, unaffeSerf, and 
obliging ; and her figure ts as pleafing as it is inge- 
naous ; and I know, that fhe polTelTes as much 
knowledge as the has wit and grace.— But how is 
it pofTible for a mother fuch as her's not to malcc 
hef children abfolutelydellghtfttl: Adien, my dear 
friend i i (hall come and fee you either on Thurf- 
day or Friday. There is noallyfion either trt yon 
er me in thofe ftiameful verfes which you have 
beard of ; and that is all 1 know about them, as I 
sbfolutely refufedtofee them. At all times one 
meets with people (oiherwife amiable) who are cu- 
rious to fee fuch abominable produflions, will learn 
them by heart, and repeat them in all companies ; 
but furely to read arul repeat fuch horrid fluff is 
^ making one's fclf a partaker with the wicked author 
•f the calumny I I can hardly conceive how any 
perfons of real principle can fuffer themfelves to 
read libels; ftiil lefs that anyone can lb much def- 
pife all decency as to talk of them aod quote paf- 
&ges from them in company. 
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^< Samneft fo Madame ^OJlalit. 



4 



! HAVE been very uneajy tliefe two days paft, 
j''ftry (fear child. Mifs Sr/,J>rf has been dangeroudy 
' ill 
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ill vrkh a fore throat. The day before yefterday 
Ihewas blooded for the third time; and at night 
Adelaide came into my room with tears in her eyes, 
telling me tliat (he was worfe. I beg. Mamma, 
added Adehidtj thai you will permit me to fit up 
with her to-night, for it is of great confequence 
that fhe (hould take the medicine which the phyfi- 
cian has juft ordered her every hour ; and it is im- 
poflible to trull to the care of a nurfe or a cham- 
bermaid. Very well, interrupted I, I confent to 
your fitting up to-night : to-morrow I fliall watch 
m my turn. Adelaide went out of the room, and 
I remained alone with Madame d'Limmiri, What, 
faid ft»e tome, do you permit Adelaidt to fit up a 
whole night I . . . At her age all young people go 
to balls at night; fo . . . But Mils BriVj"?/ has 3 
fever . . , Mifs Bridget''^ diforder is not catching ; 
beftdes, to (ave my daughter a littJe fatigue, and 
even a flight fever, I would not prevent her dif- 
charging a duty. . . . Yet, what could ftie do more 
for you J . ■ , I do not know, and I flatter rayfelf 
fhe herfelf does not; but the more gratitude and 
attachment I fcein herto thegovernefs, the more 
I ftall depend on her tendemefs to me. According 
to this manner of thinking, I have leafon to be 
laiisfied; for Mifs Br(*(f«( has received from Ade- 
laide the moft tender marks of affeflion. She would 
not fuffer her to pafs the whole night with her,— 
Adelaide, to fatisfy her, pretendedto leave her at 
three o'clock ; but concealed herfelf behind her bed, 
that flie might watch the attention of the nmfe. 
She did not dofe for a moment ; fl\e pot out the 
medicine every hour, and gave it to the nurfe, 
whom flie was obliged to wake feveral times. 
■Vji^heii the phyfician arrived at nine in the morn- 
ing 
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ing, /Idelaide was flill in Mifs Bridgtt'i chamber, 
and gave themoft exafl accQunt of the night. The 
phyiiciati afluring her then, that Mid Bridget v/as 
abiolutely out ofJajiger, ihe burft into tears, and 
her joy To greatly overcame her fatigue, that (he 
would not confent to lie down, but pafTed the whole 
day in her chamber. She was tired at night, but 
her fpirits were not exhaufted, as her refolution 
had kept them iip. She flept twelve hours laft 
night, is extremely well to-day, undMiU Bridget 
is perfeQIy recovered. 

There has been a little dialogue to-nighl between 
Adelaide and Conjiantia, the account of which I am 
fure will give you pleafure. The Vifcountefs was 
a littleout of humour this morning, and after din- 
ner found fault with Canftanlia rather unjuftly. — I 
nent into my own room as ufual at five o'clock ; 
Adelaide went to her ftudies in an adjoining room, 
and left her door open, fo that I could hear her iing, 
fpeak, and play, as well as if we had been toge- 
' ther. You know that no noife prevents me from 
writing, and that I compofed all my works l>^ the 
found of the harp and harpfichord ; and interrupt- 
ing myfeif every minute to fay, that is wrong, yau 
play out of time, &c. I feated myfeif at my deik, 
and my daughter took up her harp. In about half 
an hour after I was informed that Mademoifelle di 
P ■-■ was coming ; that her coach was in the 
avenue. I told Adelaide that I was obliged to go 
down and flay in the faloon till fupper. Coming 
out of my chamber, t met Conjlantia, and told her 
thefame; buta moment afterl found it wasamif- 
take, and that Mademoifelle de F was not 

come. So I went up flairs again, and, as there 
was acarpet in my room, I weiu in without ma- 
king 
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king the Icaff iioife. I had left a candle upon jny 
delk, feated myfeif in my great chair, and took up 
my pen ; and hearing Adelaide and Canflantia talk- 
ing, I thought it would be atnuiiiig to write down 
their cor.verfation, whidi forms the following 
dialogue : 

Con/lanlia. . . . One quarter of an hour only ? 

Adelaide. Ah, my dear ! I would converfe with 
you with all my heart, if Mamma knew it; but 
(he thinks I am bufy at this time, and the thought 
of that would give me pain ; it looks as if I deceiv- 
ed her. . . . 

Conjlanlia. At your age my aunt does not re- 
quire you to ftudy without Tome relaxation. . . ■ 

Adelaide. She knows how much I love to be em- 
ployed. I (hould have ill profited by her cares and 
her example, if putting slide my work would beany 
pleafure to me ; but I repeat it to you, that the 
reafon I had raihor talk to you at another time is, 
becaufe I told my Mamma, when (he went down 
flairs, that I (hould work hard. 

Confianiia. Well then, I muft go— but it is very 
cruel however , 

Adelaide, Conftantia. , , . 

Conjianiia. What! . . . 

Adelaide. If you are angry, flay then. . . . 

Canflantia. You certainly do not love me. 

Adelaide. Do you think fo? . . . 

Conftantia. But. . . . 

Adelaide. Come, let us talk then, 

Canjlantia. If you knew how unhappy I ai 
day I . . . 

Adelaide. How fo ? ... 

CQnftantia. You faw in what a manner Mamma 
treated me this afternoon. — We may fpeak befi 
^^minc, (hewill not tell what we fay. 

' Erffi 
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Ermim. Oh t I read To atlenrivelyj I fhall not 
even hear it. 

CanJIantia. When Mamma returned to her 
chamber, I followed her. I wiflied lo fpeak to 
her; hot Ihc received mewithfuch feverity, not- 
withAanding I was not in fault as you was witnefs 
to. 

Adelaidt. Nol in fault, my AtitConfiantia f do 
you CDiifider what you fay ?— You accufe your 
mother of injuftioe. 

Conflantia, I have not complained to any body 
elfe, but may I not to you? 

Adtlaide. No, for if fuch an idea fliould enter 
. into your imagination, you ought to rejeflr it, and 
Ihink you have dcceJTed yourftlf. WouW you tell 
tny aunt you was not in fault ? No, furely, on the 
contrary, you appeared to think flie was in the 
right; the complaints which yoc have fmce made 
lakes from you all the merit of the mildnefs you 
fficwed her, and looked like hypocrify. Befides, 
fuppofing it true that my aunt was for a moment 
out of humour, who will excufe it, and fe^ to 
conceal her little foibles, if you do not? This is 
theonly proof of gratitudeyou canlhewher. Have 
you a right to expefl that ftie is perfefl ? Pardon 
my freedom, my dear coufm ; it gives me great 
pain to afflifi you, hut I loveyoutoo muchtocon- 
ceal the truth. 

Conflantia. [wecping.J Yet I flatter myJelf you 
do not doubt my affeaion for my Mamma. 

Adelaide. It is becaufel know the eirtreme good- 
nefs of your heart, chat I fpeak to you with fo much 
fincerity, 

Cenjlmtia. [fli/l V3erf!ng,'\ I know you are in 
^ right. 

Adelaide. 
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Adelaide. AmUble candour I embrace me mir 
charming friend, 

Coufinntia, My dear Coufin, I wifii I could re- 
femble you ! 

Adelaide. You have nolhtng to wifti for; you 
have every good quality ; but as I am older than 
you, itis notfurprifing that I (hould have a little 
more refkQion, 

Confianiia. lam in defpair; you havejuft made 
me feaCble that my fault is inexcufable. . . . 
*•' Adtlaide. Well, my dear Caa/Iantia, lepair It; 

is ia your power. 

'Conflaniia. How ? 
'At this part of the converiatlon I got upfoftJy, 
jmd went to find the Vifcounters. I did not tell 
her the whole of what 1 had Jull heard ; but I in- 
formtd her that Conflaniia was in defpair for having 
difpleafed her ; and defiredher to conceal my hav- 
ing heard the converfation. While we were talk- 
ing, the door opened, and Conflaniia came in with 
her eyes much inflamed. Perceiving me, (he was 
a little confi](ed ; I told her that Mademoifelle de 
P ■ was not come ; and I fuffered her to believe 
I had been all this time with the VifcountefB, Af- 
ter a moment's rcfleQion, Cet^lantia approached 
her mother in tears ; the Vifcountefs embraced 
her; and Conpantia, throwing herfelf upon her 
knees, frankly owned fhe hadbeen complainlngof 
her, and that Adelaide had made her fenfible how 
much (he was in fault. At thefe words the Vif- 
countefs, much foftened, raifed her up and praifed 
her for her (incerity, Alas, Mamma! fajdCc<n- 
Jiatitiat J have not bad the merit of doing it of my 
own accord : it is Adelaide who advifed me to make 

KconidKon ! At this laft proof of htr Cncerity 
the 
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the Vifcountefs and I both embraced her, and 
found it impoflible to refrain from tears ; for who 
could avoid being atFeQed by fuch proofs of inge- 
nuous franknefs ; I praifed this aSion with enthu- 
fiafm, for indeed it was charming ; but the Vif- 
countefs infifled that I ftiould not have been fo 
much affe£led by it, if it had not made Adilaidt 
appear fo amiable. Apropos of this little incident, 
the Vifcountefs is very defiroua I (hould acknow- 
ledge what are Addaidii fecrel faults. I muft own, 
fays fhe, I do not know myfelf rhat (he has any ; 
but I Ihouid ihinlt Ihe muil have one at leaft, hoiv- 
ever trifling it may be. . . . That would be my 
fault, fince wc are convinced that there are no im- 
perfeflions, nor even vices, that education can't 
deftroy. . . . Then you really do not know one (in- 
gle fault (he has ? , . . We muft firft undcrftand 
each other ; explain to me what is the having a 
fault. ... It is an inclination, more or lefs danger- 
ous, whichconftantly governsus. . . . Whichcon- 
ftantly governs us f What a terrible definition! . .. 
I believe it juft. . . . And I a!fo, which is the rea- 
fonthatl have always thought it impoilible to be 
perfeflly happy, if we have a fmgle defeft. . . . 
And you think that education is able to extirpate 
tht-mall? . . . If itcorrefts one, why can it not 
correal more ? , . . Oh, becaufe it is not poflible 
for us to be perfefl, . . . Perfed ! noceitainly ; but 
confider it is a ver^ difiFerent thing to commit a 
fault, and to have a fault. I proteft to you that 
Adelaide has not one fmgle defeS ; that is to fay, 
one bad cuftom that has taken root, or rather, as 

!rou fay, no dangerous inclination which coimant- 
y predominates ; yet fhe is not perfect, fmce no 
mortal can be fo. She is very gentle; yetilispof- 
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fibic certain circumftances may make her (hew a 
little impatience, and even anger ; (he may be de- 
ceived ; Ihemay be unjuft for a moment, or out 
of humour. But, fince (he has no habitual faults, 
her errors will appear very rarely, and be very tri- 
fling, andean never hurt her reputation, or make 
her unhappy. . . . Then you think, if I had been 
better educated, I fliould have Iiad a more even 
temper? . . . I have no doubt of it. , , .In that cafe, 
replied the Vifcountefs, it is an excellent thing to 
be well inftruSed.^Adieu, my dear child ; you 
often a(k me for particulars and whole converiati- 
ons. I hope you will be contented with this letter ; 
but I (houldnot be fatisfiedmyfelf with it, iflhad 
not written at the fame time three long pages to 
Seraphina, merely to talk about you. — Embrace her 
forme, as well as her firter, to whom I (hall write 
on Thurfday. 

I have opened my letter again to tell you news, 
of which Mademoifelie de P— -- had undertaken 
to acquaint the Vifcountefs. M. de Vaky has juft 
quitted the army, and is totally ruined ; of all hts 
great fortune he has nothing remaining but an an- 
nuity of fifty thoufand livrea ! * Madame de Valcy 
has confumed all her fortune, for her debts far ex- 
ceed the portion (he received. Her hulband went 
away laft night ; it is faid he means to travel for 
two or three years, Madame de Valcy remains 
here without affiftance, without advice, without 
refource, abandoned by all her friends, and even 
by Monf, de Remicourl. She is very ill and keeps 
her bed ; at this moment the Vifcountefs fees only 
her misfortunes ; (he forgets the caufes of them, 
and has juft left us to fly to her a(riftance. 

LETTEi 

IcBj Louis H'on—^-Kt GviaeK. 
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Ths Baron to Mitifteur d'jJimrri. 
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I SHALL moft certainly, Sir, be at Paris the 
beginniag of April. I bring backourtwochilttren, 
ftill more deferving of our affeSion, and of the 
bappinefs that awaits them. Could theyhavead- 
ed otherwife ? They are Frenchmen ! They have 
(hewn as much knowledge and alertners as courage. 
In giving them due praife, wt cannot fay they have 
diAingutHted themfelves ; for, amongd fijch a 
number of yoimg Frenchmen as are here, no one 
can diftinguifh himfetf by courage only. 

I hope. Sir, to £nd youat Pari^aswell asMortf. 
and Madame de Vatmont. I keepinrefervefbrour 
amiable Charles all the pleafure of furprifing him. 
I think he entertains great hopes ; he fees I love 
him as a Ton ; but 1 pleale myfclf fometimes with 
perplexing, at leaft ! keep him in fufpence. 

Yes, we are about to form that union fo much 
wifhed for, that union, the objeQ of both our 
vows ! Drive away then from you thofe dark 
thoughts which poflefs you. Forget, ifpcFfllble, 
thofe mehaicholyrefle&ions which have imbittered 
your life. Dare to think yourftif worthy of hap- 
pinefs; you have acquired that right. Adieu I Sir, 
I befeech you to engage Monf. and Madame de 
Velmont to keep the fecrei lili Madame d'Ahnang 
has commimicatcd it to (he VifcountMid Vifcoun- 
"tdfi JeLiaiimrj. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXni. 

The Baranefi la Madame J'OJlalii. 

IMAGINE my happinels, my dearcliild ; 
arc coming!— We fliall (^e them in two ilaya!— 
To-morrow we fct out, anil are in liopes wc fliall 
meet them thirty or forty leagues from Paris. — 
Oh, what could add to my fi;licity if you were but 
here ! You cannot conceive all that paffes in my 
heart; no, though you know it fo well, you can- 
not guefs at it ! — I but returned from St. * * *■ 
this morning. The Courier fent by Monf, d'Al- 
mane came tJirough Paris, and (old me Madame de 
Falnv)^ was juft arrived, and waited for me at my 
houfe. This intelligence I concealed from my 
daughter. I fcnt for horfcs and we fetout imme- 
(Jiately. Adelaidi has no fu'picion of the event 
which is to fix her fortune— When we alighted 
from the coach, we faw Madame de V^almtnl on the 
fteps ; Adelaide flew to embrace her and enprefs 
her joy. As to myfelf, I was fo much moved and 
Ibftened, to find myfelf in Madame de falmonfj^ 
arms,.ihat I cannotdcfcrib,^ to yOu what I lt;l^-j 
We all three wept, without being able to fayj 
word. However, as foon as we entered my apqn 
meat, I took Adelaide by the hand, and faid to h^ 
embrace Madame de ValrnaHt again ; emb race b 
my ds'dr Adi-Uide, with the tendernefs of a 
ler, forfooji you will become To, Aoh^t^WQiiq 
Adelaide blufhed and trembled; a flped of t 
bathed her checks. For the firft moment fhe fatji 

only her mother— She was flruck with the ideas c 

*0L. III. L feaT" 
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fear and grief, confidering lliat 1 was to Se no lon- 
ger arbitiers of ber fal«.— We eacii took her in our 
arms. -^(/tf/a/V« leaned on my neck; (he could on- 
ly anfwer by fobs and fighs ; flie was indifferent to 
the carefTes cf Mzitame df FaUnont. It appeared 
(he wanted lo let me fee (he could love no-body but 
■me. At length Madame tie Valmcnt left ns ; and, 
-w+ien-we were alone, (he opened her heart to me 
without difguife : (he oonteffed that fhe preferred 
■tJiis match to any other ; and the more fo, as (he 
was fure the Chevalier rffFfl/moT/ would never fe- 
parate Her from mc. But (lie added, chat ffie 
(bought the Clievalier was too young, and fhc 
wifhed he was a few years older. 1 falisfied her 
on this matter, by faying I perfeQly knew hts dif- 
pofitifHi, and thai, when one lias received a good 
education, twenty-(our is old enough to avoid be- 
ing corrupted. Monf and Madame de Valmant, 
andMonf. ^Ameri fupped with ns this evening ; 
Adelaide, though for ihe wliole time rather feriotis, 
behaved charmingly. I have had to-day a very 
high quarrel with the Vifeoimiefs. It wai necef- 
(ir-y to teil her that AdtJaide would be married in 
(ix weeks. This news, whichwas not confided to 
l*er, could not fail of exciting her anger. SKetold 
mc, I put no confidence in ber. ! was obliged to 
ri^proach her with indifcretion. . . ■ Fiiendftiip, 
fa id I to her, does not require me to expofe the 
peace and happinefs of my daughter, in trufting 
yon with a (ecret which I knew you could not keep. 
Did you not give me your promife, to conceal 
(Wtm Cenftanth your defign of marrying her to 
'Fheadarf ? Did you keep it ? ... At thefe words 
the 'V^fooHntcfs, having nothing to anfwer, rofe 
up ill s furious pafiicn, which afhtallv terrified 
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UK — I would have (lopped her; but Ihewctitawaj 
inftantly, declaring (he would never fei me again, 
as long as fhe lived. About an hour after I weat 
to her houfe, where I found her alone with her 
daughter, who was in a dreadfiil Titration, for (he 
thought we had entirely broke with each other : 
and her mother at that moment, being governed 
by herpalTion and refeniment, was more irritated 
than affeftedbyher forrow and tears. As foon as 
I appeared, fhe fent her away, and coming up to 
me with determined rage, siked me wMt I ■aiant- 
ed ? I was fo -much affefted at feeing her in fuch a 
(itualion, thati trembled as ifl had been the guihy 
perfon, I am come, faid I, to endeavour to re- 
flore the tranquilhty which you have not only loll 
yourlclf, but have depi Ived me of. It is very true;, 
(hat I have concealed from yoU' the mod important 
fecret of my life. It it not rn-y fault i — it ia your's 
— I could not depend It pon your difcretion ; but I 
never doubted your juftice or your frieHdlhip,— Aa 
I fiaittied thefewords, the Viicoimtefs, bathed .in . 
(ears, threwhecfelfiiitcmy ariu^vuiih that chapin- 
iug fpanknefs, which accompaniesj^ her a&iofis. 
—I 'received this embrace as a pardon; it reddreiJ 
me lo bappinefs, which I could not enjoy .without 
her ftiendfliip. Our hearts were made for each 
other i — how then does it happen they are formed 
fo unlike ? 

The Counlefs ^na/s//^, prettier than ever, came 
to. fee mc this afternoon, .She tal*tcd to me for an 
hour of Monf if jf/wBTw's return, and ailted men 
ihoufand qneil»ons,aboiit.7'i(0(/ore. Poor iVladame 
de VaUy is dying of aconfumption, and can fcaiiie- 

".ve three months. Adieu, mydearohild; it is 

I o'clock in the morning, and I muft rife lo- 

L a morrow 
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morrow before fcven. Adieu ; though the poff 
iloes not go till Tuefday, 1 fliall wiite every day ; 
you may depend on a particular and exaft journal 
fince I hav^no other means of informing you of 
my feiitiments and ideas. 



LETTER LXIV. 



The Baran-fs to Madame tTOJJalit. 



*ra^- 



I 



O ! my daughter, they are liert ! — I have fcen 
and emhiaced them!— They are here; and nei- 
ther grief nor joy has been fatal. Scarce was 1 
out of bed this morning, when I heard a carriage 
in the court: thinking; it mine, I finifhed drcfling, 
when my door fuddenly flew open, and ! fawMon- 
fieuTd'A!''umean6 Thf adore. At the fame inAant, 
Adelaide, amazei^ ran in and threw herftlf Into 
her father's at^is. What a fcene ! — what happi- 
nefs! after a year's abfence, after having felt fo 
many fears and anxieties! You, my daughter, 
who know my heart ; you alone are capable of 
judging of the extent of my felicity !— The meet- 
ing of Adelaide and theChevalitnii Valmonfwasn 
noon ! He is fo atfcfted^ fo tranfported with his 
good fortune, thai he is deprived of fpeech. He 
can only gaze on Adelaide, embrace his mother, ' 
and kifs my hands. Adelaide blulhes more thaii 
ufual, and redoubles her tendernefs to me. Her 
eyes frequently are filled with tears, when ftie looks 
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at me; but fhe rfoes not avoid the Chevalier, nor 
tvcn omit any opportunity of (hewing her attenti- 
on to him, or Taying an obliging thing. Tkesdare 
takes a hvely Ihare in his friend's happinefs : to- 
morrow evening^he will be acquainted wilh his 
own ; for M, ^Aimane has fent an exprefs to the 
Vifcount, who has been abfent a week, and ihey 
wait for his return to declare the marriage of Cm- 
(fanlia and Theodore. You cannot form an idea of 
ihe affeSionatejoyof Monf.ifjf/fnjW, yet the in- 
delible remembrance of the haplefs CeeiUa troubles 
him in the midfl of his tranfports ! Have I defervsd 
fo much happinefs ! faid he to me this evening; I 
3un in continual dreadoflofing it. He pronounced 
thefe words in a voice that penetrated me : one An- 
gle fubjeft of remorTefufficestotaintlhe piireft fe- 
licity. To enjoy true happinefs, one moft have 
merited it. Godbtefsyou, my dear child I I will 
continue this letter to-morrdw, as it cannot go till 
Tburfdav. 



^'' . WedmfJey Night. 

I HAVE this moment received your letter, in 
which you acquaint me of the Chevalier 4e Miir- 
vilWi death. I would not have Monf. d'Almeri 
hear it, till the weddings are over : for in his pre- 
fent frame of mind I am fure he would ba extreme- 
ly affe fled. I have mentioned it to no one but 
Madame de Valmertt, who agrees with me in the 
neceflity of concealing it at prefent from her fa- 
ther ; and we have taken all proper precautions, 
--.cafe any parcel (hould arrive Trom ***, that 
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this melancholy reftitution may not be delivered to 
her in his prefence. 

The Vifcountefs is all in raptures ; the Vlfcouot 
is arrived, and it is agreed, that Cmjlantia and 
'Theodore ; Adelaide and Charles are to be married 
on the fame day. What a day for me !— We are 
in hourly expe6Ution of the Count de Rjifeville ; 
his laft letter was dated from * * *. The return 
of fo beloved and deferving a brother will complete 
Madame de Lmours*s bli(s— Mine, alas ? will not 
be perfe6l, you will not be prefent 1 — ^And what a, 
fpacc divides us I — You will not read for' a month 
all thefe particulars you fo inipatiently expeS ! — 

The Countefs Anatolle came to fee me to-day; I 
acquainted her with my fon's marriage. Shej 
bluihed, turned pale, and call down her eyes; i 
took no notice of her concerq,, ajad qh^rsged tfa^ 
di 'courfe. In afew minutes ihd told me Ihe ihouU 
leave Paris to-morrow- for two montiis, and -pre;- 
fently after went away. I own myfelf deeply in-- 
terefted for her. What mother does not in her 
heart pardon a weakneft, of which her fon is the 
caufe. 

1 am writing to you, my dear daughter, fur- 
rounded by tailors, mantua-makers, milliners ; no 
lefs than ten perfons are in my room, and my bu- 
reau is covered with rich fluffs, flowers, gauzes^ 
and lace. Adelaide will chufe nothing, and depends, 
on my tafle. This is truffiing to me a bufineft 
which I fliallbe very attentive to; it is the adorn* 
ing and beautifying o^ Adelaide. No coquette can: 
he more taken up with ornamenting her own per-' 
fon, than I am with ftudying what . will beft fuit 
her'si During this time flie attends to her books, 
her learning, andhermufic, juflasufuaL Ermine 

did 
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did oot know (ill tO'day, ihat her Mamma was go- 
ing to be married. She (hewed ihe greateft afto- 
nitbment ; and, looking al Adel^iU with tears in 
herey«s, raid,Mamma, fliaJl i dill be your child ? 
— Thefe words made Adelaide weep alfo; and ta- 
king her in herarms, flia affiireJ licr, with a thou- 
fand embraces, thai fhc (houW always love her 
tiearly. This reftorcdllie litlle gii^I's fpirits ; and. 
(he told me (he was very glad _ I had chofen the 
Chevalier i/^ i'altiuaa, becaufe he was almoA as 
amiable as her little Mamma. 

What you have heard concerning Madame de 
Geniille was then true, but h now no lo:iger fo. 
She has given up devotion, and with it the charac- 
ter fiie had attained ; and all for the fake of a young 
Ijian juft coming into the world, and whom ftie 
has undertaken lofafhion and introduce. She on- 
ly needed this kind of error, fo fcatirialons in a 
woman of Fier age, to render her as ridiculous as 
£he 16 defpicable, 

Madame d( i'aky continues in the fame f!ate r 
it is (aid' to be difappoiniment alons which. will kill 
her. The Vifcountefs's behaviour to her ought 
lf> augment hej- remorre, if (he is rtally capable, 

y- emotioai of gratitude and repentance, 



lly capable, ^ j 

m 

Ihurjday. • ' 



THE Count di Rip-vilh comes to-night ; ^o 

; Ihall certainly (ign ihe articles next Monday — 

Oh what a day!— 1 am really not myfelf — ^I am 

continually moved, ever ready to (bed tears. I 

either fleep nor cat ; I cannot fpeak \ ray Igj 
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are wild and ftupid^ I have but one thought— but 
one idea. - , 

I forgot to mention Madame tPOky ; (he be- 
haves perfcQly well on this occafion. Her vanity 
is flattered by her nephew's nuptials ; (he is at pre- 
fent the tendereft and beft of fifters. She infifled 
on Madame de Valmonf^ lodging with her ; fhe ne- 
ver leaves her, and fhe is always here ; which en- 
rages the Vifcountefs, who cannot abide her. 
Adieu, my dear daughter; were you but here^ 
what bappinefs could equal mine. 



LETTER LXV. 

The Count de RofeviUe to the Prince. 

AH ! Sir, what an expreflion has efcaped you ' 
You praife, it is true, the mcderation oi the 
Prince yoiir father ; that virtuous principle whichr 
leads him to prefer peace to almoft certain con- 
quers : you add, however, ** that a war, though 
•** unjuft, would have given you an opportunity of 
*• fignalifingyourfelf." — ^Isthis yoqr reafon for dif- 
content ?— The much efteemed Author of the In- 
ftitutions of a Prince, AhbS Duguet, exclaims, 
** Unhappy is the Prince who engages in an unjuft 
war ; he is the murderer of all the viSims to his 
ambition or his other pafjlons ; he plunges the 
" poniard into the heart of his fubjefts, and is the 
** executioner of all thofe who perifh in the enemy's 
** army. All the carnage on^ both fides will be fet 
** to his account : the blood of both parties, that 

*'is 
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" is (hed, will be required of him. He will be 
"found, in the fight of God, guilty of all the hor- 
*' rid confeqiiences of war, of all the cooBagrati- 
" ons and rapine committed both by his own 
** troops and by ihofe of the enemy : of the ravages 
" and devaftal ions, which the moftaflive and liu- 
".mane generals cannot prevent. All this dread- 
*' ful heap of crimes and wickednefs will fail on his 
" head," &c. 

What a frightful and terrible pi£hjre of the 
ftiocking mifchiefs ambition produces ! — Does it 
not deeply affefl you. Sir? To acquire mertly 
fame, you need not be uniformly virtuous: even 
then, however, courage and ambition will fail you, 
unlefs attended by good fortune: it is only in prof- 
perity that injurtice can dazzle for a moment the 
eyes of the vulgar. Brilliant fuccelliia alone gain 
a vein of temporary iriumpii. Should fortune 
abandon you, hatred, contempt and infamy fol- 
low of courfe. But a reputation founded on true 
glory is not fubjeQ to chance nor the caprices of 
Fortune. Bejufl, be merciful, and you will ap- 
pear as great in adverfity as in the moft ellablifhed 
i, ilate of happinefs. 

I ' YourHighnefs will allow me to make fome re- 

I marks on thisquenion: " WhetheraPrince fliould 

" fufFer himfelf to read anonymous falyrical works 

*' againft himfelf, or his minifters, his people in 

_ " office, and thofe neareft his perfon ?" Your 

Highnels feems willing to think, that fuch writings 

may difcover to a Prince his own faults and the 

true chara^er and conduti of thofe about him. I 

agree with you. Sir, that, ufeful truths may fome- 

timesbeextrafledfrom fuch contemptible produc- 

fitions: thofe, however, which concern yourfelf, 

L 3 woulJ 
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would difguft without improving you; for blame, 
di£late(j by malice, vexes, withoul suneiidtnig vs. 

tU'by chanoc, in a work of this fort, amangA the 
VRTious accuiationi of your miniiters and people in 
affice, there thould be one founded in juflice, hou' 
•re you to fift it out of the confufed heap of itn- 
pafitiom and calumnies ? Isa Prince to fetk truUt 
m a libel ? Is he to espe£l it from a coward or a' 
villain i Will you. Sir, who delefl and will not 

tbflen to 3 llanderer, read a libel without fcruple P 
Will you not give up a blameable curiofiCy to ihe 
gratitude you owe toyourminifter, or your people 
in place, who ferve you with zeal and attachment ? 
What! whilft they are dedicating their time to 
you, and labouring For your glory, and whilft your 
approbation is in theiropinion tliefwetteftrtward; 
will you in private reaj an infari.ous writing in 
■which hatred and caliunny feek to blacken and 
diflionour them? Ah, fhudder, Sir! If you are 
^^ not afhamed of beitig ungrateful, fear at leaft be- 
^M^jaDminguniiifll If it Ihould he in the power of 
^^KJmpoflure to deceive, lead affray, antf deliver you 

Sto fatal pfcjudices, ought you lo ciipofc your- 
^^ f tothisffighrftildanger? No man, (brtirulouflyi- 
^^HAonefl, will ever read a Lbel: a' fovereign fbould, 
^^PSf prlTible, be more delicate in this rei^efi, aild 
^^B.&C'uld look upon the man, who dares to qoote a 
^^B, part of fuch a work as a flandcrer. I have heard of 
^^B a great Prince, who, willing lo give means to hi( 
^^K fiibje£ta of mforming him of the truth, placed iii 
^B" eneof hiscJofetsa box which had aa opening into 
^H tte ftreet, in which any one might throw a psperj, 
^^K and the Prino? alone kept ihe key. This inflhu- 
^^ft.lion might be of great ufe, if the Prince ihouldde- 
^^HbhN; that he would burn, without reading, alf 
^^^Hi~ anonymous 
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swiOHymo US' papers. If you, Sir, (hoiild ever bi: 
(empted to hold thiS' kind.ofcorrefpondenee with 
aniiiSrute numbar of people who have no other 
*ay of approachina; and writing to you, let me 
sdrifeyou to infill' particularly on tbe naine arrd 
diredion of each and lo impofe it on youiielf, as a 
fined ruie-^ to read none, ciil"ycu arc furs thaP the 
nanre&imddiredions arc nor fiSuious. Finfltly, 
Sir, without having reconrfe lo chis method, y6u 
may always difcovsr ihe truthi if yoii encourage it, 
and have faithftil friends. I learn with pleafure, 
thai the Baron de Sulback becomes daily a great fa- 
vourite witJi yoo- You are fenfible of his inte 
grify and knowledge. Confult him always. But 
I muft repeat. Sir, that in affairs of real conft- 
quence, you ihoulii take ihe advice of more than 
one, and follow none raflily. I cannot but ob- 
fsrve, notwithftanding my great partiality for the 
Baron de Sulback, ihai he is yet much loo young 
to be your only confidant. He is well informed, 
rational, and virtuous ; but he is only four-and- 
twenty; at' that age, anda court, one may eafily , 
degenerate and become corrupt. "It will be foati 
jwresived, lhouM< his principles be chanyttftibe 
'jlfgrow more fupple^ more obfequious,. and' haVc 
Ifs fmeerity. The fear of your difpleafore, of 
fakinghimfelf enemies, or evenmore trifling con- 
jderationp, will prevent him from telling you frSe- 
^the trath. You will fee him infealibly lofe Mb 
i^ifintcrertet'fiefa and his raoderarion. He wili> va- 
lue your favour more than your efleem. He will 
,endeav«uf. MSStrm a party in hia intcreft ; he will 
te bufietf fplily in making. hisi own foriane, in re- 
moving hia enemSes fixim about yonnperfttnT anj 
filfiplying iheir places with his own gieatuie*. 
He 
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- He will fear all perrons of a truly dillinguiflicd 
-merit, and will do his utmoft to prejudice you 

. qgainft them. Attend to him llri£tly, atid you will 

- Cafily difcover ihefe arts ; and, ftioiild there be 
fuch, yottfurely wilinot fuffcr yourfelf tobeadupe 
to him, 

I will not repeat to your Highnefs, how happy 
your bounties and your remembrance make me. 

- You know my heart: and that yourfuccefs, your 
honour and friendfliip, conftitute the chief com- 
forts of my life. 1 muft intreat you not to forget 
your promife to me of reading frequently Teie- 
machuE, and the thoughts of Marcus Aurelius, 



LETTER LXVI. 



ThBarBnefi to Madame tfOJialh. 



1 



O, My daughttr, what an event !— This tin- 

' Fortunate Monlieur (/^^iMcr// — Yet I believe his 

idifeafe is not mortal : the phyfiolans give hopes ; 

ibut.he has fuch fatal forebodings; he has fuftain- 

'ed fo cruel a fhock! — Yefterdiy, Monday, the 

■<iay fixed for figning the articles, we all aflembled 

, ,ai thp Vifcouiuefs's : Monfieur d'Aimeri had a (light 

' Attack of the gout on Sunday. We had not fin ilh- 

'■.fed dur hufinefs above a quarter of an hour, when a 

i ,tferYiint whifpered Madame de Vtdmnnl, that a per- 

' .ypn (ierir(?d to.fpaak to her on an' afeir of great 

. -importance.. She turned pale, and defired the 

,■ man might be condiiQcd into the Vifcountefs's clo- 

She-thcn rofe, and tomm\m.\c3,\.c4\\ct M-^V 
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cions to me. I recommended (hulling herfelf up 
in ihe clofel, and (he went outdireflly. Mon(ieur 
d'Aimsri, having obfervedhcr trouble and agitati- 
on, was queftioning me ansiouilv, when all at 
once we were alarmed by the found of aii unknown 
voice, crying aloud, Hulp, help. I attempted in 
vain to detain Monfieor d'Aimeri ; he burft from 
me; the Vifcounlefs, Vl. de Valmont, and myfelf 
followed him; we met a man in deep mourning, 
who told us, that Madame de falmant had fallen 
down in dreadful convulfions — Monfieur d'Aimeri 
quickened his pace ; we entered the clofet ; I got 
before him, faying, For Heaven's fake, go; in 
the name of Friendfhip, I entreat you to abfent 
yourffclf for a moment— I would have forced him, 
but he pu(hed me away, and, advancing, faw Ma- 
dame de Valmoni in a fit by a table, on which flood 
a box half open. ... He flew towards his daugh- 
ter, caught her in his arms; he raifed her up. At 
that moment a parcel flipped from under her gown 
10 the ground — He made a falfe ftep, he (laggered, 
recovered himfelt as he was falling, and caft his 
eyes on the floor'^Heavens ! what an objcft flruck 
him ! the wretched man trod under his feel the hair 
of the unfortunate Ccd'ia — He could not avoid 
knowing this dear and facred relit^— Madame de 
ftf/mcnf's filuation, the box, the ftranger, ail con- 
firmed it — He (huddered, turned pale, and trem- 
bled ; he feemed to receive a mortal wound! — ^I 
drew near, and hid from his eyes the melancholy 
objeft which had juft renewed all his remorfe. 
Monfieur d'Almane advanced at the fame time, 
took him in his arms, and carried him into the 
next room. They were fcarceiy gone, before Ma- 
de Valmmt recovered hei fevife*, t V«>i"« wt 
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then in the clofet only the Vi(countefs, Monfieur 
de Falmonty the ftranger, and myfelf. What i 
have been relating, all paft within three minutes.. 
I had the precaution, on leaving the faioon, to for- 
bid our children following us,, and they remained 
with Madame d^Olcy, \he Ladies de S * ^ *, and 
all the company whom w.e had invited on this oc- 
cafion. In the mean time Madame de Valmont 
fighed, revived, and fome tears dropped from her 
half clofed eyes! — O, my fifter ! exclaimed flie. 
Pronouncing thefe words, ftie raifed herfelf gent- 
ly ; opened her eyt s ; faw the ftranger ; ftarted ; 
recovered her recolleftion ; turning, Ihe perceived 
me, and extended her arms towards me with tranf- 
port : Oh I cried (he, do you know ?— Friend- ?— 
the Chevalier de Murville P Yes, Madam, in* 
terrupted the ftranger, addrefling himfelf to me,. 
1 was commiffioned toprefent that box to this lady, 
and to requeft her to open it immediately, a& it 
contains a copy of Monfieur de Murville*s will, by , 
which he appoints the Chevalier de VaJmont heir to 
all his fortune ; that is to fay, to feventy thoufand 
* French livres a year. As the ftranger conclu- 
ded his fpeech ; Madame de Valntont and the. ViiP 
countefs embraced me,, with the moft affe£kirlg 
expreffions which the tendereft friend&ip c»uld in^^ 
fpire. MonAeur VaJmontj who had hitherto iapt 
peared a more furprifed>than a concerned fpe&atcx^ 
of what, had paiTed, now took a truefhare in ootf 
joy. IJe wanted to run into the faHdonv and io in- 
form his fbn and all the company of this good 
riew^ : but we convinced' him, that'fit'^rasiieeefll;^ 
ry firft to ai^q^iaint Monfs d^AHnmi. 'The* genlW 

-* . i ' . I ' )-QXSQE 

*'nrce tboufsuid three hundbredajidCefeuty-^Nc Ovwasa!^ 
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'ffiktt in mourning (w^iore name is M. d'Amal, an 
oidfriend of the Chevalier rf.- Murvitie) told us, that 
the- will was in the hands of Monlleur * * *, a 
laipyer; and, after giving us all neceiTary infor- 
mation, he took his leave with a promifeof feeing 
us again at {tvsn the next morning,— We (old Ma- 
<!amc lie Falmonl the fituat iott of Monfieur tP^iineri : 
flie went dire£lly to him. with the copy of the will. 
He (Tiewed ma^ fenfibllity on the occafion, but 
perfcvered in his deep and heavy forrow. The 
Chevalier received thii news in a manner the moft 
delightful to Adslajde and to me, niliRiog all the 
delicacy of the tandereft and raoft pafiionatc lover. 
He is truly enamoured, and for lzt«. Theodore is 
violently m Jove with Cffn/?onfifl; but the Cheva- 
lier's paffiori is as fervent and far more profound. 
Monfieur d'Aimeri did not fit down to fupptr, and 
■wem; 10 bed at ten o'clock. He encouraged us in 
regard to hisTiealth, and complained only of a lit- 
tle lallitude. Adelaide came into my room this 
morning before I was up, in a v i fib le agitation : llie 
fat dftwii on my bed-fide, and I looked on her with 
anairof aoTiery. What ailsyou, my child, faid 
I, you (eem lo me to hav^e been weeping ? . , . 
Mamma, I have a confefHon to make to you, 
■which hurts me a little. . . . Hurts you !— Oh how 
you furprife me ! ... Condefcend to hear me. 
Yefterday in my firtt agitation I wroie a letter be- 
Fore I went to bed, which I intended' fending this 
morniii^ unknown to you, left you fhoaW difap- 
pl-ove h ; ahhough my terrdcrnefs for you was my 
only motive for writing it : but I have recoilefled 
that we moft not fwerve from our duty, even to 
do a good attioji — I owe you an unlimited confi- 
motive can juftify my cot«xa.Utv^ s-n^ 
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important ftep from you : therefore I come to i 
knowledge: that I have wrilien to the ClievaUer de 
Vaimfinl — and here, Mamma, is my letter. I 
embraced Adehid', and, taking the letter fhe offer- 
ed, [ read the following words: " My heart is ■ 
*' rent by a cruel uneafmefs which I cannot help 
*' imparting to you, fince one word from you will 
" difpel it entirely. Monfieur de Mur-villit will 
" makes a change in your fituatiow, which alarms 
" me. An inheritor of fo large an eflate, do you 
" not form newfchemes? — Will you be always 
".fatisfied with this plain and contraaed apart- 
*' ment ' which was even yefterday fo charming 
" in your eyes !— Remember, Sir, that my mo- 
" ther, whenflie made choice of you, had a right 
" to expefl never to be parted from her daughter ; 
" with regard to me, whom (he deigned toconfult, 
" do you not think that fo pleafmgan expeflalion 
" contributed to my ready compliance ? You owe 
" the preference, with which you have infpired 
" me, to the regard my parents have for you, and 
■" to the attachment which I believe you have for 
" them ; in fliort, to my perfuafion that you would 
" be perfeSly happy in the midft of my family. 
*' Alas, is it poiTible you fliould be capable of fa- 
" crificing fuch folid and gentle happinefs for the 
" vain defire of pofllfling a fine houfe and of dif- 
" playing your magnificence ? Can the moft fri- 
*' volous vanity make you forget the facred rights 
" of friendftiip and gratitude? Yes^ MMJtude ; 
" you owe it to my mother who loves you. She 
" and my father adopted you in iheir hearts, even 
" before your condufl: juftified their choice ; and 
"can you have the inhumanity to rob them of 
" their daugbKr ^ Can you lieffirt ihii habitation. 
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** deftincd for you thefe five years ; which my mo- 
" thtr he rfe If planned, and which (he pleafed her- 
" felf by decorating wilhfo much care and delight. 
" If it be true that you harbour fo cruel an intent, 
" do not conceal it from me, it is not yet too late ! 
" ——It is ftill my duty to prefer my triother to 
" you, and I declare ihat I do not hclltate. If I 
" thought othenvife, Ihould 1 be worthy of the fen- 
" liments you profefs for me? What could you 
" expe£l from my heart, could I now be fo un- 
*' grateful as to waver between my mother and 
" youf WhatlhouJdl be at prefent but for the 
" facrifices (he made for me, and for the attention 
" and care which (he has bcftowed on me? What 
" would become of me, was I deprived of her cx- 
" ample and advice? — I am indebted to htrforal! 
" that can infure the happinefs of my life. I owe 
" to her a grateful heart, a love for virtue, thofe 
" talents which pleafe you, and the fentiments 
" with which ! have infpired you. O, if you real- 
" ly love me, how very dear ftiould (he beto you 1 
" — Promife me you will never part us — Since my 
" mother has chofen you, you muft be virtuous 
" and benevolent — To what worthy and fatisfao- 
" torv porpofes mav you not dedicate thefe unex- 
" pe£ted riches which Heaven has gramed you! 
*' O, confultonly your own heart and under(tand- 
" ing, and you will ufe them as I wi(h. Oncu 
" more I repeat to you, Sir, that a fingle word 
'* will re-afliirc me-, a promife will annihilate all 
" my fears, and difpel all my uneafmefs." 

Adelaide. 
You will eafily conceive, my dear, how fenfi- 
bly_ I hive been affe£led by this letter, Adelaide, 
'- Mng my tears flow, threw hsrfclf Into mv Mms. 
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O, my child, faid I, how happy ha,ve you made* 
me ! not only by giving me fo affe&ing a proof of 
your tendemefs, but-by convincing me- how very 
dear your principles are to you, fince you did not 
think you could fend fuch a letter without my con- 
fen t. Perfevere always in this manner of think- 
ing, and never forget that a woman may have good 
qualities, but never can be virtuous unlefs. her 
principles are unfliaken. — ^But will you not permit 
me to fend this letter ? . . . Recollefl:, ray dear, 

' that {in the general opinion) yoa require from the 
Chevalier de Valmont a v^ry^ great felf-denial. To 
content himfelf with an apartment at his father-in- 
law's ; to pjTomife to reftde there always ; to have 
no houfe; po kitchea of his own ; not to have 
i t! in his power to give a fupper ; is too tnuch to aflu 
of tie^ owner of atv eftate of i oo,odo livres. a year 
.... He will ber fo much the ridier, and may in-* 
dulge far more, riatienal taffes . . « Sa &r. from your 
focieties being^mew to- him, he has no conneAionr^ 
nor friends but your's .... Neverthelefs, no» 
other young man of his age with iuch a fortune^ 
would confent to what you demand ; therefoi e yoa* 
ought not to«xpe3it . . . If he has only a common' . 
way of thinking) I ihall not regret him .... You 
are then refolved not to marry him, unlefs he pro*- 
mifes what you require ? . . • Yes, Mamma, if you- 
will condefcend to allow m^ to decide .... But if 

' Monf. de Ret el h^d had a more pleafing perfon^ 
yx)u would have married him, and yet he would not 
have lived with me . . . You, Mamma, have taught 
me, that our pleafures muft yield to reafon and 
juftice. Monfieur </tf Retel had no cAligations to 

/rou; I could not expeS a favour from hififwhicb 
bikvearight to demand of the Chevalier • • . The 
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latter is certainly incapable of deceiving you, and 
iliould he refufe? ... He will not atferve me, 
fticiuld he only hefitate . . , Have you confidered the 
ili cSeSts of fuch a rupture, after the articles are 
figned, anJ even after an engagement dill more 
binding, the preference you have avowed ? . . . 
I feel all the force of that engagement ; and that ir 
binds rne never to marry any other; but, if he 
obliges me to give him up, I (hall be wholly your's : 
my life will be devoted lo you — O do not doubt it ; 
I defire no better lot ! — Adelaide could not refrain 
from tears, as ihe uttered thefe words. I ftrovc 
again to perfuade and divert her from her defign ; 
but (he interrupted me and befought me fo earneftly 
to perrriit her to fend the letter, that I could not re- 
fift her entreaties. — It was not without fome in<^ui- 
etude flie waited for the anfwer. At length 10 
o'clock ftruck^ and they broughr her a letter, which, 
(he received with a trembling hand— She gave it to 
me, and I opened a note which contained the fol- 
lowing words ; 

" Who 1 1 I fepa^ate you from fo beloved a mo- 
" ther, and Co worthy of your affcQion I O Made- 
'• moifelle, fmce She condefccnded to chufe me, 
" ought not you to eflcem me at leaft ! — You,' 
'* who are unacquainted withlove.cannot conceive 
*' the extent of its dominion I — But who U more 
" fenfible of the facred rights of gratitude and 
*' of friendlhip ? — It is at the feet of Madame iTjU- 
" mans. (AUs ! I have not as yet a right to prof- 
" trate myfcif at your's.) It is at the feet of the 
" beft of mothers that I will renew an oath fo dear 
" to my heart, and which, I hope, will reftore my 
" happinefs, which your unjuft fufpicions have dH- 
" turbcd, bjr difpelling all your fears." 
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Adshide did not conceal from me the joy thi» 
note gave lier. We went down together to Monf. 
tTAImime, an^ fhewed him the Chevalier's anfwer. 
At ihis firft moment Adelaidr fneived a fenfibihty 
which (he bad never before difcbvered ; and Theo- 
dore left us abruptly in the midft of our converfa- 
tion, faying he would go feek his friend, andaffiire 
him Adelaide was ho longer unjuft. Adelaide ran 
afier her brother to prevent his going out ; but I 
believe (Tie did not employ all her (Irength to Hop 
him. "Theodore returned in an ho'jr, and toW na 
that Monf. iPAimeri fufFered prodigiouflv with the 
gout, and ihat he had alfo afever, Monf. d'Almant 
and I went direftly lo fee him. His Phyficiati and 
Surgeondidnotfeemtothmkhimina very danger- 
ous way 5 but he is fo violently afFeQetl with what 
happened yellerday ; he is fo rtruck with the idea 
that Heaven denies him the confolation of feeing 
his grandfon married before his death, that he be- 
lieves his illnefs mortal. He confelfed and recei- 
ved all the Sacraments at noon. The Chevalier 
de Vdlmont n abfolutely in defpair. He h tenderly 
attached to his grandfather ; and it will delay (fup- 
pofing the beJl) his marriage and Thendcre'i at leaft 
three weeks ;— my fon, you may believe, fliarei 
his forrow. Monf d'Almane and Tkodare have- 
been ail the evening with Monf SAimeri. Ade- 
laide and I fupped alone ; the pleafure of talking 
together kept us up till midnight. I can, faid Ihe, 
at prefert have no doubt of the fincerity of the 
Chevalier's affeflion ; hut will tbefe fentiments 
laft for ever f , . . You are not fpeaking of love I 
fuppofe, you knowthat isapadionwhichcannever 
laft.— His love will be over perhaps in a year ; it 
certainly will not continue three. But, if you 
behave 
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behave well, he will never feel a paJlion for any 
other, and you will be the objcfl of his tenderefl 
aiFeaion. If you know how to infpire this unal- 
terable attachment, you wilt enjoy all the felicity 
this world can afford. You will obtain the only 
you ought to defire, the influence which 
■we acquire by our conduil and virtue ; you will 
rerfeel that you have a mafter ; the iacred title 
mother will,not be a vain one to you ; you will 
confulted in the eftablLfiiment of your children ; 
you will prefide over their education, and you alone 
will marry your daughters ; you will become the 
friend and confidant of your huftand ; you will 
eferve him from the errors of youth ; you will 
'engthen his principles, and encreafehis love for 
you will have part in all the refpe£t he 
for you can only (hare his glory anrf his 

:efs by obtaining his afl^edlion and making him 

Ihkppy. You will be ranked highly in ihe moft 
liflinguiflied fccleties ; in fliort, your talents, your 
iderftanding and beauty, will add to the luftre of 
imple of your virtue, and render it more a!- 
But virtue alonewillnot fufficeforthe at- 
nt of fuch felicity; reafon and prudence 
mud direa and regulate all your aflionp, and you 
muft form to yourfelf a fixed plan of conduS. For 
example, you (hould from this minute confider of 
a manner of behaviour to your hulband from the 
firil. Shew him only thofe fenlimcnts which will 
always lail. If you ihouldbc toofond at firft, you 
will hereafter appear cool. By ihe wing much love, 
you will encreafc for a time that which you in- 
fpire. For fome months you will be more ardently 
beloved) but it will be in a lefs folid and durable 
Love is not a fentimcni made for you, 
yet 
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yet yonr heart is To tender, that you fhoulcl perpe- 
tually ftrive to moderate your eslremc fenfibtlity ; 
and if it (hcoild be fomecimes too lively, Icnowat 
lead how to diffemble the excefs of it. — To pre- 
tend to fentiments which we do not feel is falfe- 
hood ; not to difclofe al! we feel is prudence, Es- 
prefs only confidence and friendihip; but be fure 
never to esaft the cares and attentions of a lover j 
receive them with politends and pleafore, but at 
the fame time never expeft them ; and appear 
more affeQed by a mark of efleem, than by a 
proof of love. Finally, convince your hitlband 
that his prefence is at all times moll agreeable to 
you. The fureft and only means of keeping him 
near you is to receive him always with equal plea- 
fure. This is a duty, replied Adtlaide, \ (hall cer- 
tairily find no difficulty in fulfilling. Befides, ihtf 
Care of my own reputation would of itfelf beafuffi- 
cient inducement. Calumny canjieverfix her ih- 
venomcd tooth in a woman who, fofarfrom flying 
or avoiding her hufband, wifhes to have him a wit- 
wefs to all her aSions, and the prefence of the 
kaft amiable hu/band cannot be a reftriftion, pro- 
vided fhe is totally exempt from coquetry. Vou 
are in the right, anfwered I, but few people have 
elevation and fenfe enough to think as you do. — A 
young woman, who has never thought in her life, 
defires only two things in marrying: to attract at- 
tention, and to go by herfelf, that is, without her 
hufband or mother-in-law : and the former is .ge- 
nerally reckoned thejiioftoffenfive and tirefome o'f 
Ckaperim!. If by chance a hulband takes it into 
kts head to be Fond of his wife, and chufes to ftip 
fiieqaenfiy with her; flie never fails complaining 
fecret ef facfc tyranny. TV\e bcitc.m o? Mwd- 
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lier groans ; ihe friends doclaim 
againft the tnfupportabie man, who is prefently 
defcribed as a jcalouii tyrant and a monfter. All 
the young men fpeak of him with derifion, and 
turn him into ridicule. Every one is in league 
againHhim ; they all with to be able tobanilhhim 
from fociety ; and the whole world deplores the 
(haplefe lot of his vidim. It is true, that this wo- 
man, fo inloreiling in the eyes of fiich a number 
of finipletons, lofes at once her peace of mind, 
her happinefs, her reputation, and the efteem of 
allfenfibic perfons . , . Neverthelefs, Mamma, re- 
turned Adelaide, the jealoufy of their hufbands is a 
reaJ torment to many virtuous women . . . True, 
dear ; neither do I fptak, but in general ; I al- 
_'3 admit exceptions in every (hing ; but in this 
ticular, which aUows of none, namely, that a 
virtuous woman ihould never betray any fufpicion 
of the jealoufy of her huihand ; and if llie avoids 
every temptation that could give it birth, if (he 
iceals it carefully, fce will certainly cure him, 
:hout the world perceiving it , . . But how is a 
to avoid the imputation of jealoufy, if (he 
5 men accufe him of it, merely becai:fe he 
always feen with his wife ? . . . That is what 
never happens ; let a hekwd hufband be ever fo at- 
tentive, he will not be accufed of jealoufy. You 
know the Baron de T * * * aaA Monf. D * * * ; 
they and their wives arc infeparable. Has it e.ver 
beenfaid, that they are jealous ? YettheBaronefs 
and Madame D * * * are amiable, young, anJ 
handfome ; but rhey are as much diftinguiftied for' 
their condu£lasforaccomplilhments; and they do 
not think » huiband's prefencecan be any trouble 
ir conftraint — In this part of our converfation I 
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heard the clock (Irike 12, and I fi^nt AJelaiile to 
bed, with a promifctorwiew the difcourfe to-mor- 
tQw. Adieu, my dear daughter ; it is three in the 
morning ; but I would not go to bed till I had . 
written all thcfc particulars, fince the Courier fets 
out to-morrow, I know the (hare you take in my 
convcrfations with^i^Wi»W«^ and, as a mother and 
a friend, I aflure you I relate them faithfully, and 
1 believe without changingaword. You know the 
tenacioufnefe of my memory ; fo youmay believe 
in truth, that it is as if you were by and lillened [ 
for you know exafUy all we fay. Finally, the 
fole idea that Diana and Serapkina will one day read 
all thefe letters would give me all that minute ex- 
atVnefs, which you fo earneftly recgmmend.^ 
Farewell, my dear child ! I Ihall continue my 
journal to-morrow, and go on with it until Mont 
d'Jimcri^s recovery. 

The Court dfRoftvi!/e has engaged to fend your 
fluffs by a fafe and fpeedy conveyance. He break- 
fafls with me almoll every day, not only to fee me, 
but to talk of you for hours together. Judge how 
agreeable his company istomcl Befides, he is 
truly interefting, by bis wit, his way of thinking, 
and that extreme fimplicliy which is his charafler- 
iftic. No man furely can have more knowledge 
and merit, and be le's alfuming. Ourfriend Bruytre 
very juftly obferves, " It is profound ignorance 
" which infpires one with a dogmatical manner.— 
*' He who knows fcarcely any thing, thinks to 
*' teach others what he himfclf has but juft learned. 
" He who knows a great deal, thinks it hardly 
" poflible for any one to be ignorant of what be 
*' fays, and therefore fpeaks with more fimpli- 
' '' wty." 
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ftate, yet they fay he has lefs fever \ but I find him 
more dejeaed, more deprefTed, than hewasyefter- 
iday. He has been fhut up for an hour to-night 
with two notaries : in (hort, he takes all the pre- 
cautions of a man who thinks himfelf at the laft ex- 
tremity. At the fame time I ohferved a change in 
him to-day which ftruck me ; it appeared to me, 
as if he willicd to {latter himfelf, or rather to de- 
ceive us, in regard to his health. He told me to- 
day, for example, that he had flepC pretty well 
laft night, which is not true. He added, that he 
was in lefs pain than ycfterday ; he no longer 
talks of his fatal prtfages ; his heart appears quitV 
hardened ; and he ihews an infenfibility which 
even estends to his grandfon. I believe that his 
remorfc, and his apprehenfions naturally violent, 
at this time give him up to the moft cruel terrors ; 
to fuch dreadful ideas that he can only think of 
hUnfelf. Nothing^ makes us fo felfifli as being in 
imminent danger ; and how dreadful is that which 
looks him in the face I — His tortured foul feems 
excluded from all hopes ; hi; is inaccefllble to ihe 
foft fenttmenls of friendfliip, and to all kind of 
confolation. 1 fpent three hours with him : I ob- 
H^iervied alfo, that lie could not withovitc's.U'imt^'i.vA 

^BliVOt. It}. ^\ \&1i!. 
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hear llie ChtvaiieY de Mui-villis wWl mtntioneJ; 
buE unfortunately M. dr Valmant has not yet ex- 
liaufled that fiibjeft of conveifalion, and it is ab- 
folutely impoflible to make him underftand, that it 
diPpIeafes Monf. d''AiTneri. He anfwers, that cer- 
tainly his father-in-law muft be delighted at 
Chariei'% having an eftate of an hundred ihoufand 
livres a-year ; and of courfe he talks of nothing 
elfe; and ftiil keeps praifing tfiir good Chevalier de 
Murville, ■wkim he knew farmrrly only a poor Gentle- 
matt of Picardy, but vjhofe perfun defcrved to have 
made kii fortune ; for fie laai ai handfome as an Ange/. 
You know Monf de Valmont ; and therefore can 
both hear him and fee him. if, in the mitift of 
this prating, any one makes a fign to him in order 
tofilencehim, he never fails alking aloud what they 
mean. He affliSs all Monfieur d'Aimeri's nurfes, 
except the Vifcountefs, whofe attention is fure to 
be fixed by talking of the Chevalier de Murville ; 
and I have even furprifed her feveral times t|uef- 
tioning Monfieur de I'almont foftly on this fubjeft, 
in order to know what kind of man the Chevalier 
■%llf Murville was in his youth. 

Theodore condufls himfelf in a moft delightful 
manner ; inftead of dining and fupping at home 
with the Vifcountefs and Conjlantia, he flays with 
his friend, and never quits him but for one half 
hour in the day to come and fee us juft before din- 
ner. He certainly cannot make a greater facrifice 
to friendfhip. The Chevalier de Valmont is Hill 
more unhappy ; for, fince the day before yefter- 
day he has never feen Adelaide, who receives from 
him every day a moft beautiful nofegay, and a 
charming baflcet of flowers for Ermine. 

To-night, before fupper, according to my ptro- 
fnife. 
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mife, Adelaide and I refumed the con ver fat ion of 
yefterday. She queftioiiedmc very particularly 00^, 
the Chevalier de VatmonCt difpofition. I am cer- 
tain, anfwercd I, thai lie has all the edentisl vir- 
tues, and that he has excetlent principles ; yet I 
will not aflure you, that he is without faults.— He 
is naturally inclined to melancholy, and it is very 
poflible he may fometimes be out of humour. He 
will certainly love you paffionately the firft year 
of your marriage. Take advantage of this tem- 
porary, though boundlefs, empire, which love 
will give you over him, to acquire the right of 
fpeaking freely to him of his faults ; which fliould 
always be with a tone of intereft and tender affec- 
tion. At the fame time aflc advice of him; and if you 
wilh him to receiveyourcounfels, appear defirous 
of his. What an intercfl have you in corre£ting 
all his defefls, and in forming his temper and mind 
as much as poflible ! RefleQ, that his virtues will 
be your happinefs ; that your fortune, the efla- 
bliihment of your children, your confequence, 
your glory, will depend upon his condu£l ; in (hort, 
that if you render him better, he will become more 
dear to you, and you will attach him to you by the 
moft lading affeftions, efteem and gratitude. En- 
page him to cultivate his mind ; to be always em- 
ployed J and, above all, to make a good ufe of 
his fortune. Convince him, that every aflion of 
benevolence will make him dearer So you. What 
lover will not be defirous of diilinguiftiing him- 
ftlf, and of acquiring glory, when his virtues give 
pride to the obje£t beloved? But it is a virtuous 
woman alone that can infpire this noble enthufi- 
afm. If you are not yourfelf truly eftimablein sU 
particulars, your hulband will fet no great ■ralue 
M 2 en 
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on your cfteeni, To deferve sll liis regard, be ex- 
aflly that you are now ; and, above all, preferre 
tftat fincere piely which diftinguifties you : it wilt 
fecure your happiners, it will defend you from all 
the (Irokes of calumny, and it will certainly pre- 
ferve your hufband from injurious fufpicioiis of jea- 
loufy. So that it is neceflary, ftom the firft year 
of your marriage, thai your hulband fliould be ac- 
qualnted with your principles and your virtues ;— 
it isneceffaryloryou toemploy yourrelfinftudying 
his difpofilion, and 10 accuftom him to hear you 
wilh mildnefs tell him truth ... It is very elten- 
tial alfo, that I endeavour to gain his confidence 
. . . you have a very eafy method of doing that ; — 
give him yours, and he will not refnfc you his. 
When we are well difpofed, we have at the bottom 
of our hearts anaturaiequity, which, without the 
afliftance of reBeSion, will make us feel and par- 
take all the reafonable fentiments we infpire. If 
you would be beloved, avoid artifice ; it fuhdues 
lometimes, but never attaches. Love in good 
carneft, and you will be beloved. One altrafis, 
one obtains confidence, in the fame manner as 
friendfiiip. If you have difcovered to me your pru- 
dence and difcretion, and if you are defirous of 
reading my heart, truftmewith your moft impor- 
tant fecrets, and mine will efcape me. Befides, 
my dear Mi!aiiie,ihe knowledge you have gives you 
% right to your hufband's confidence in all things. 
Though he (hould have the mod perfeft efteem for 
you, if you did not underftand bufinefs, he could 
not converfe with you about it. But Monfieur 
Leblanch * inftruClions have made you capable of 
difcour&ng 

• See UtiET XLHI. 
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dircouriing fenfibly on all kinds of affairs. To 
preferve the confidence he will grant you, n£ver 
boaft of it ; if he fliould think you wanted to per- 
fuade people that he confulted you in every thing, 
he would not eaflly pardon this trifling vanity, as 
his pride would be hurt ; and, even exclufively of 
this reafon, if he knew that you imagined he con- 
cealed nothing from you, prudence alone would 
fet bounds to his confidence. I once knew the 
friend ot a Minifter of State, whofe vanity of this 
kind rendered him very ridiculous. He was every 
moment telling people how great a confidence was 
fcpofed in htm; and it was impofflble for him to 
talk in that manner without his being guilty of 
many indifcrctions ; therefore fuch a perfon is the 
mott dangerous confidant a courtier could rely upon. 
A little pehtica! fecret might eafily have efcaped 
him without his perceiving it; and a mvfterious 
and cunning look, or even an affectation of filence 
would be fuffictent to make a difcovery. t re- 
member once my father-in-law folicited a favour 
of great importance ; the Minifter's friend came 
to acquaint him privately, that his requeft was 
granted. This attention did not arife from friend- 
fliip, hut was merely an indifcreiion occafioned by 
vanity. He only wanted tofiiew, that he was the 
firft who knew it ; and that he had heard it, even 
before the perfon moft interefted in it. This was a 
condua well calculated to expofe the Minifter, 
who hadfo injudiciouOy placed his confidence. As 
to you, never think of gaining any one's confidence, 
except your hufband's. All the world will imagine 
you poflefs it; and this opinion will neither hurt 
his confequence nor his fortune ; which, far from 
being eftablifliedby your indifcT«Von,>N\VWa^ti^T\- 
de^va your merits and youtvWwea^. 
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I have flill one thing more to advife you about, 
my dear Adelaide. You have an unalterable fweet- 
nefs and gcntlenefs of difpofition ; but yet you muft 
not flatter yourfelf, that you will have no difputes 
with your hufband. In all the little arguments you 
may have together, I recommend you always to 
wear an air and tone of refpe£t ; and at the fame 
lime never to fuffer from him any expreflion 
that can wound your delicacy, without appearing 
much concerned at ii. In fliort, Jn all fituaiions, 
the more regard you fliew him, the more he will 
(hew for you. 

After this converfation, I went and fetched your 
letters, and read to Adelaide that, which you wrote 
me fome years ago on the fubje& of the attachment 
Monf. d'OJialis had conceived for the Countefs 
Analolle. During my reading it, Adelaide was in an 
agitation, at the fame time affcfting and comical. 
Her anger againft Monf. d'OJialii at leaft equalled 
her admiration of you ; and I am not yet certain, 
whether (he has not ftill a little rancour at the bot- 
tom of her heart againft Monf. d'OJtalii. But 
(he was much ftruck with the prudence of your 
condu<5l ; and (he faid with a deep figh, 1 promife 
you. Mamma, to follow fo good an example, if 
evec I Ihould be in a limilar filuation. 



Thurfday Evening, 

MONS. d'Aimeri is much worfe. I am juft re- 
turned from him, overwhelmed with grier, ten- 
decneil, and co.-npafiion. About fix in the even- 
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ing, he became confufud in his head; and infen- 
fibly grew delirious to the moftfrightful degree.— 
Every momenl he called out, Cecilia ; this name, 
from his lips, made me tremble ! — At other time?, 
he cried with a voice half choaked, and in the 
moft piercing accents, take away that hair ; take 
it away from me, He thought he faw it on his 
bed ; he ihook the bed-cloaihs with all his ftrength ; 
and turned his head away with grief and terror 
painted mofl forcibly in his eyes. At fevea o'clock, 
he grew calmjr ; he recovered his fenfes, and de- 
manded a Confeifor ; and we all left the chamber. 
In about half an hour he fent for me ; I found him 
fo moved, fo foftened, that he could not fpeak. — ^I 
feated myfelf near his bed, and, after a moment's 
fiknce, he wiped his eyes, and faid, I am going 
to tell you a thing which gives me great confolati- 
en — You know, Madame, that Monlieur * * * 
the Notary, has in his hands twenty thoufand 
crowns, which belong to my grandfon. The firft 
day ef my illnefs CharUi took ten thoufand livres 
upon this fum, with which he has delivered thirty 
prifoncrs, detained at ftrt PEveque, for debts in- 
curred for nurfes during the lying-in of their 
wives. He has not only carefully avoided boarting 
of this aSion, but he has taken great precaution 
not to let it be known, that he was the author of it. 
However, chance difcovered it this day to the AbbS 
MorMtt.whohasjuftinformedmeofit.Thiaisnotall, 
faid Monfieur J'Aimeri ; he has employed my ftew- 
ard to purchafe a piece of ground, which joins to 
our httle Charity School. He means lo build a 
houfe, which may hold ten girls ; antl he charges 
himfeif with the whole expence of this fcconri 
fi:hooI, which will be eftabliAied on the ^lan of 
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the other. How happy ought you to think yout- 
felf, interrupted I ! the Ci^evt\k-r dt ralmtml is yoar 
own work ; he is indebted to you for all his virtues, 
as he owes his education wholly to you !■ — At thefe 
words Monl". d'Jirneri raifcd his eyes to Heaven, 
fetching a deep figh.— Do me the favour, Madame, 
faid he, to fetch Monf, d'Almane, Monfieur and 
Madame de Valmont, and my grandfon, and return 
with them. 1 went out immediately. When I 
came into the faioon, every body furrounded me 
to enquire after Monf. d'Aimtri. — 1 was fo much 
afFeded, I could not fpeak ; and befides, at that 
moment i faw nobody hut the Chevalier dg 
F'altnent ; I ran to htm, and embraced him with the 
affeftion of a real mother. I afterwards acquitted 
myfelf of my commiflion, and we returned to 
Monf. d'Aimcri. As foon as he {aw hts grandfon, 
he held out his arms with the moft affeSing ten- 
dernefs. The Chevalier flew to him, and MonC 
d'Aimtri. prcfled him to his bofom. Oh, CharleSj 
laid he, you have eftabliflied peace and tranquillity 
in my foul— Yes, Heaven will pardon me on ac- 
count of your virtues. — Think, my dear child, 
chat every good aftion of your life will be an e-x- 
piaiion of my crimes. — The Chevalier could only 
anfwer by lobs and tears ; — and Monf. d'Aimtri 
was fo much aftdted, that finding hJs flrength 
failed him, he midc a fign for us to lead his grand- 
fon into {be n^Kl room.—- Before I left him, I alked 
the Phyfician's opinion, who did not feem to be 
eniirdy without hope. You may eafdy imagine, 
how much Addeidf has been delighted by thefe 
particuiaTE— The fchool for girls has above all 
given her infinite picafure. She flatters herfelf, 
that love hat a great Ihate m indv\c\nt,ihe Cheva- 
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lier to peiforjn this noble a£tion ; and (his is a 
metive, which does no( leflen the merii of it in her 
eyes. Adieu, my dear child ; as the port goes to- 
morrow, ! muft finifh this letter ; but be alTured 
the journal fliali beexafliy conutined till the wed- 
dbg-rfay. 



LETTER LXVin. 

XAefime to tht fame. 






THTS unfortunate Monf. d'A'meri /—Alas ! 
feis forebodings were buttoo juft! Heaven has not 
permitted him the happinefa of conducing his 
grandfon to the altar. He retained his fenfes to 
the laft; and died this morningat fix, after having 
infifted on Monf. de Valmint and Monf. d'A'mane 
giving their words of honour, that the weddings 
fliQuld be celebrated the 1 8ih : that is to fay, in 
four days. The Chevalier is in a pitiable condi- 
tion. He was here this evening for the firft time, 
iince the articles were figned. His interview with 
jUelmdev/as truly affefling : he enjoyed thepureft 
of all confolation ; (hat of feeing the objeQ of his 
love aOiarer in his forrow, Ht has fcen Adelaide 
weep, and her tears fell for him. 

In conformity to the lall requefl of Monf. 
d'Aimeri, the weddings are fised for nextTuefday 
at nine in the morning; there is to be no paiade ; 
and we go from the Church to Saint * * * on 
TaeTday the iSth of April-, what, a da^ for me I 
what an epoch in my \ife\ 
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THE Vifconntefs has dlfcovered a fecret coh- 
cerning 'Thtodare, of which I was entirely ignorant. 
The day after his arrival, the Countefs Analolle 
fent him a tetter, which contained a full acknow- 
ledgment of her fentiments, and an offer of her 
hand. She added, that his fuccefs and behaviour 
during the campaign had completed the difcovery 
of a paflion to her, which ftie had long endeavour- 
ed to fupprefs, ^c. A perfon muft have a weak 
head, a very little greatnefs of foul, to make fuch 
advances to a man of nineteen and a half. It is 
true, (he had not thought of the poflibiiity of a 
refiifal ; our engagements with Monf, de Limourt 
were unknown to her ; ftie has a vaft fortune, i» 
only twenty-one, and perfeSly beautiful. Not 
doubting her fuccefs, flie trufted the fecret to a 
friend, who told it to another, and from friend to 
friend it reached the Vifcountefs ; who related all 
thefe particulars to me this morning. Moniieur 
d'Almane tells mc, that Theodore had no certainty 
of marrying Confiantia, when he received the 



Countefs's letter. Yet, : 



youv 



U eafily believe. 



he did not hefitale, but fent immediately an an- 
fwer full of refpcfl and acknowledgment), but 
declared that his heart was engaged. The Vif- 
countefs, in order to raife Theadsre in Conjlitntia's 
eyes, told her all this hiftory, which I highly 
difapproved.-^She is naturally inclined to jealoufy. 
She muft meet the Countefs Anatolh frequently at 
her relations and in public company, and Ihe will 
never fee her undifturbed. I received a letter from 
J'trfijiry ycflerday, which annDupiie^\i\^\oti^eT.- 
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peQed return. He has fpent near a year with 
Madame de Lagaraye. This conduct adds greatly 
to the efteem atid friendfliip I ah'eady fell for him. 
He informs me, that the fole reafon of his coming 
is to enjoy for a moment the fight of my happi- 
nefs ; and that he Ihall then return to Anjou, to 
the widow of his benefa£tor, whofe affairs are not 
abfolijtely fettled. Good night my dear, Still 
two days to Tuefday. 



Sunday, 1 6. 

WHAT a delightful morning has this been 
tome! Although I did not go to bed till two, I 
was op again at feven ; for how is it poflible to 
lleep an inftant, wlien the moft interefting day of 
my life is fo near !— 1 have been breaWfafting with 
M. SAImtme and ray children. Aielaide was fcat- 
ed between us, and Tkcodnre kneeled on a ftool 
before us. He talked to us with as much affefiii- 
on as animation, of the exccfs of his happinefs, 
and of his gratitude to us. You unite me to her 
Hove, faidhe; every wilh of my heart will after 
to-morrow be gratified. Conjiantia will have 
pledged her faith to me 1 I (half call my beloved 
friend by the dear name of brothtr. Within three 
days Conflantia and Charles will be your children ; 
they will be here! — We ftiall never breakfaft 
without them — Adelaide and Conjianlia will be 
. placed between- my parents ; Charles and I ihall be 
at their feet. During this difcourfe, Adelaide, re- 
_ ^ning gently on my (houldvir, with her eyes full 
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of tears, looked tendi.'riy on her brother, anilfrom 
time to time prelTed one of my hands, which fhe 
held in her's — Tieidurt left us at nine to go to 
Madame ^r Vaimmt; and Adelaide retired to write 
fome letters ; — only Monf. d'Alnume and I remain- 
ed ; and the pleafure of talking of our children 
kept us together till dinner. We not only were 
tranfported with our ^refent profperity, but we 
enjoyed all the felicity which w« difoovered in 
future days. I fee yon returned to Paris ; and 
your children and mine educated in the fame prin- 
ciples, forming but one family, too numerous, 
too united not to conftitute a felicity in themfelvcs. 
Their virtues, their affeflion, and their behaviour, 
making the happincfs of our lives ! Such delight- 
ful hopes cannot bechimtrical: we have a right to 
expeS what we have deferved to fee realifed. You 
have no idea of the joy which fills this houfe ; 
Adelaide and "Theodore are adored, and they now 
receive the moil affefling teftimonies of affeQion 
from all the fervanis. But there are two perfons 
who partake almoft all the fentiments which I 
feel; Dainvi'lle and MiCs Bridget. He has already 
made ten allegorical piSures upon the marriages 
of T'leodore and Adelaide, Befides, he (hews his 
fatisfaflron by an excefs of gaiety, which makea 
him appear almoft mad. As for Mifs Bridget, 
flie IS much more deeply affcfled : fhe fays, Qie 
is as if inchanted ; in effeG Ihc can neither fpeak 
norweep. She was never very explicit; butnow 
fhe cannot even return the compliments made her 
on Adelaide's nuptials; ffie can only bow, her 
head, and repeat, that fhe is enchanted, Theodore 
"ffStated DamsilU tliis morning with an annuity 

/>'l^ 
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of 1 500 livpes*, and Adelaide did the like for her 
dear Mils Bridget. Befides, thefe two perfons, 
who have been of fuch great ufe in the education 
•f my children, fhall end their lives with me ; 
they Ihall remain in the fame rooms which they 
BOW occupy ; and they both look forward to the 
time, when they can devote their talents to the 
education of my grand-children. My grand- 
ctaldren !— In a year moft probably I ihall be a 
grand- mot her ! Oh how I (hall doat on the chil- 
dren of Adfiaide, and on thofe of Tkeodere I How 
•Xlremely dear will the daughter of Adelaide be to 
me! Tome who can never hear her call Ermitte 
itr ftiiVi/ without emotion. 



The Chevalier ^Herha'iH to the fame. 

Mcmilaj', i-j. 



I AM comminioned. Madam, to continue this 
journal ; for I muft fend it to the Count de Rofe- 
vilh before nine o'clock this evening, and Madame 
d'Almene, furrounded by fifteen people, who will 
not leave her till midnight, will not be able to 
write till after fupper ; therefore I hope yon will 
excufe me being the relator of this day : but 
without partiality you will lofe nothing; for, in 
reality, I am the only perfbn in the houfe who is 
at leifure to write : joy and happinefs have turn- 
ed all their heads. The bufmefs of the day is the 
acceptance of the lueddlng-bajket fent by the Che- 
valiL-r de Faimanl. Firft of all you muft know, if 

• fft Guineas aa4 » \Bi^. 
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you have not already fome idea of it, that Made- 
moifelle d'Almane haj declared (he would neither 
accept of diamonds nortrinkets i in fa3, the gifts 
of Madame tTAimannad the prefents from uncles 
and aunts would liave been fufficient to gratify 
the wiflies of a much Icfs fenfible and moderate 
young perfon, than our charming Adifaide. At 
five o'clock the arrival of the baJket m 



i 



ed, which made us eager to have a peep at it, 
Madame d'O'ry, with whom I am a favourite, 
whifpered me, that flie had not been confulted, 
and ihe was fure it would be in a frightful tafte. 
We went into Madetnoifelle d'Almane'^ clofet, 
where we faw the baiktl, and it really was rathcE. 
a mean-looking one, Madame d'Olcy, put on a 
fcornfu! look ; I winked at her, and opened the 
bafket ; being a nice obferver, fhe prefent judged 
the contents, which were (millinary) not worth 
4000 livres*. Judge, Madam, of her indigna- 
tion : while (he was attacking her fifter and ne- 
phew with the moft lU-natured pleafantry, Ma- 
dame de Limaurs finifhed emptying the bafket, and 
difcovered a very pretty pocket-book at the bot- 
tom, on which was written frmi'nf's name. Little 
Ermine came running to us quite delighted : Ma- 
dame </e timour/ gave the pocket book to Made- 
moifelle (/"^//tflw, who opening it, found written 
on a piece of paper, with fomething inclofed 
therein, A -wedding S'fi fr"'" Madams de Valmont 
te her daughter. Adelaide bluflied, and looked at 
her mother, who, on opening the paper, found it 
inclofed a fettlement of 4000 livres a year on 
Ermine during her life. Madame d'Almane, and' 
Madame (/f Lmourt emhractd the Chevalier de 

About iCfiGuineai. 
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ValmotU. Madame fOUy in a cold conftramed 
manner exclaimed, this is delightful ! and Made- 
moifelle d'Almatu, with a moft inchanting grace, 
took £rw('rte by the hand, and Taid, you may ac- 
cept of this prefent, my dear girl, for to-morrow 
he will be your father. Then, leading Ermine to 
him, bid htrembnce him; and he returned it 
with the great eft tranfports, hoMi'ia: her for Tome 
time in his arms. All this time 'Theodore, from 
whom nothing was a fecret, being impatient that 
all the treafureaofthebalketihould be difcovered, 
lifted up a kind of partition which contained a 
piece of parte board. —Here is a plan, faid he, for 
a charity-fchool for ten vo«"g gir's; it is you, 
fifter, who are to be the foundrefs, and for whom 
this is intended, as what was fuppofed would be 
the moft agreeable to you. Here Madame d'Oky 
cried out again, deUgMfuI, dslightful ! becaufeftie 
isall poiitcnefs; bull am very fure ftie thought 
that a balkct made by Mademotfelle Berlin, would 
have been much more defirable than this. You 
will aitew. Madam, that fuch wedding-gifts as 
thefe are ftill more honourable to ihofe that re- 
ceive, than to thofe that give them. For my part, 
what I almoft as much admired was, that out of 
fixty perfons, who have been here to pay their 
compliments to Madame d'Almane for the laft two 
hours, there is not one knows the contents of the 
bafket. It is true, Madame de Limourt went 
home, or ftie alone would have made it public ; 
for Monfieur and Madame tTAlmane never fpeak 
of what palTcs in the family to thofe whom it docs 
not concern. Befides, in this houfe, great, deli- 
cate, and virtuous aQions are not extraordinary ; 
lie/ give latisfaflion and y\eaSiiTe, Wxwiswwoit 
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extreme furprizc which makes them efteemed mi- 
raculous, and worthy of being ihe common talk 
of ihe week : as a proof, after having examined 
the baiket, we left the clofet; and though there 
was none but the family, Madame iTAIniane chang- 
ed the converfaiion, and no more was faid of the 
baiket. There is in this fimplicity of afling fome- 
thingfo fubiime, that itdemands from the bottom 
of the foul the utmoll of our admiration. 

Porphyry is juft arrived in lirae to compofe the 
nuptial fongs. I am writing, Madam, in a clofet 
adjoining the faloon, and am inietrupled every 
minute by one or other with fome meffage for 
you: among others, there is Porphyry, who com- 
plains of your filence ; and Madame de Piii/igny., 
the widow of a relation of Madame de Palmaitt-, 
who fpent fome time with you in Champagne, at 
your mother-in-law's. This Madame de Pui/igny 
IS one of the mod agreeable perfons I ever met 
with : flie is lively and eafy, without being capri- 
cious : (he argues without feverity, and contradi£ls 
without difpleafing \ Hie has read and feen a great 
deal, and her converfation is as inllru£live as it it 
entertaining : in fhort, the goodnefs of her heart 
keeps pace with her wit and agreeable manner, 
and muft be produSive of the moft lafting and 
folid friendihip. It gives me pain that you were 
only eighteen years old when you laft met her, as 
I am afraid you will not recoiled her, particularly 
as her age would make you feel fo much refpefl 
for her, that you could not form an cxa£t eftimate 
of her worth. Adieu, Madam; accept with, 
your ufual goodnefs, ray profeffions of ihat real 

attachment for you, which I have vowed for life. 

TJie only perfoa in the wot\d. 'w^W) c,».^ ^Wt.\^ 
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love you better, infifts upon my pen, and I cannot 
refiife it. 

Oh! my daughter! my dear daughter! to-mor- 
row is the day! It will be within twelve hours!— 
Gonfider the agitation and confufion I am in ! — I 
can write no more, my hand trembles fo, and my 
heart is fo full ! Adieu, my child ! — I am happy — 
and I love you beyond expreffim. 



1-, LETTER LXIX. 

The Baronefi to Madame ^OJlaUs. '>JH 

St, • • t;^ 

TW^ojp, April 18. 

SHE is married !— Oh God, grant thai it may 
be for her happinefs ! that hope alone diro£led me. 
Neither intereft nor ambition determined my 
choice: I may therefore he allowed toexpeflfrom 
this union all the joy of my life. 

You mav well imagine, that I never cloftd my 
eyes this night: No fooner did \ behold the firft 
dawn of day, than I rung. I rofc haftily, and 
was going down to Monfieur iT^Imanr, when my 
daughter came into my room : flie threw hcrfelf 
into my arms; aftorwards fhe fell at my feet, 
bathed in tears, and eagerly embnacing my knees 
. . , Oh, Mamma ! exclaimed Ihe, you are goings 
to give mc a new mafter; but in delegating to 
him thofe faCred rites which ^ou \va.vft ONes ■^w^'; 
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daughter, promife me at lead to preferve and ex- 
ert themyourfelf iniheirfiiil extent. On my part 
I vow you the fame fubmiJHve obedience I have 
ever paid you. The firft and deareft wifh of my 
heart is, to take you for my model, to copy you, 
if it be poiUble; to obferve all your advice ; to 
devote my love to you. I am fcnfible, that all 
your happinefs depends on my condufl. Ah ! I 
willjuflify yourexpeaations ! — Did I not refpeS 
my duties, I would fulfil them, to infure your fe- 
licity ; I would fulfil them for your fake, who 
wae to me in the place of a governefs and an in- 
flruftrefs j who was my dear benefaarefs, my 
tender mother I — At thefe words ihe raifed her 
arms towards me ; and looked at me with thofc 
melting eyes, which fojuftly defcribe the tender- 
nefs and purity of her foul I— I raifed her up, and 
embraced her a thoufand times. I could not fpeak, 
but flie faw hito my heart. 

In about half an hour Monfieur d'Almane and 
Theodore came to feek us. My fon ah-eady drefT 
ed, haftened us to our toilets. Mine did not take 
long. I would myfelf drefs Adelaide. What a 
pleafure I felt in decorating her ; in placing on 
her head that little fprig of orange flowers!* in 
putting on her nuptial robe! — Adelaide, who is 
commonly only pretty, was beautiful to-day, A 
foft melancholy, fpread oyer her features, added 
to the beauty and noblenefs of her figure, and 
made her modefty more affefting. 

I (hall not pretend to defcribe what I felt in 

condu£ting her to church; in feeing her at the 

altar !— You will one day marry a daughter, and 

you 

• AraoJceratcdnofegay, »lw3y5 wcrnvV/ Wiit-i, onfeeivj 
I afaiairitge. 
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you will then know all that pafled in my heart- 
As foon as the ceremony was over, we all fat out 
for Saint » * * ; where 1 ftiall remain all the Sum- 
mer and Autumn ; my fon-in-iaw, or rather my 
ftcond Ton, &nAT kf adore, will ftay till the time of 
the Summer campaign ; [that is to fay, till the 
month of June, The poor Vifcountefs is obliged 
,to leaveus to-morrow, in order to return to her 
L»ttendance on Madame de Vaky, who cannot live 
-.a week longer. It is fettled that Theodore and 
Ctmjiantia fliall refide four years only with Monf. 
d'Altnane ; and then they are to take pofltffion of 
an apartment, which is allotted them in the houfe 
which the Vifcount is building. It is but juft, 
ihat he fhould enjoy the company of the onlychild 
that is le& him, and for whom he has for thefe lad 
two years conceived the moft tender affeflion. 
In four years Theodore will be twenty-four ; he may 
then quit the paternal dwelling without danger ; 
befideSfthe Vifcount's houfe will be fonear to our's, 
that this feparation cannot be felt. 

I am now, my dear child, going to give you a 
defcription of the luedding prefent I made my chil- 
dren. Afterdinner I took Adi-'nlde and Theodort 
into my clofet; and fetching from my bureau two 
copies of a work in three thick volumes : This, 
faid i, my children, is all I have left to give vou. 
It is written for you; and intitled, LETTERS 
ON EDUCATION.— You will find in them a 
failhfiil piSurc of the manners and falhions of the 
world. In this (ketch of human life, I wilhed to 
point out to you the road which leads to happinefs ; 
to mark the rocks you (hould avoid, the irregula- 
rities and errors from which you fiiould preferve 
yourfdvcB. This undertaking re(\uLred courage I 
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—I knew it ; nor was 1 ignorant of the iiutnber- 
lefs dangers to which we expofe ourfelves by at- 
. tacking without rererve vice and folly ! — But nei- 
ther fear, nor any other coafideration could flop 
me when I was writing for you. I had no diffi- 
culty, orevenany merit in fpeaking the truth: my 
wiih WHS to enlighten you. It was labouring 
foryoiir happinef s and my own. I am flill young 
enough to iiatitT myftlf with the hopes of fuper- 
intenJing ihe education of your children; but if 
death fliould rob you of your mother, you will 
find in ihefe bookt all the advice ihe could have 
given you. This book, is adapted to youth, not 
to childhood : it reveals all the focrets of educati- 
on, Jf you adopt my method, do not give it 
your children before i heir wedding day. In fine, 
you alone can judge, and prove to others, if my 
fyftem really defervcs to be preferred. If you ne- 
ver fwerve from your duties, if you preferve your 
principles untainted, if you arc always virtuous 
and benevolent ; if your knowledge and your ta- 
lents daily procure you new pleafores ; in fliort, if 
you find an inexhaiiftiblc fpring of happinefs in the 
conftant purfuii of benevolence, and the praSice 
of every virtus— then my plan is a good one ; my 
fyftem is not chimerical; and my wcwk is no ro- 
mance. O, my dear children I I do not doubt but 
you will prove the utility of this woii ; when 
your characters and your hearts are known, the 
method 1 have followed will be applauded. 



Cmrje of Reading purfued by Adelaide, /ram the 
Age of Six Tears, to Tvjenly-tvjo, 

Adelaide could read perfeaiy well at/x 
years old ; but thee (lie only read by way of leflbn, 
and did not underftand what it was about. And 
though by that time the luiew the Hiftory of the 
Bible, fbe learnt it folely by means of the Magic 
Lanthorn. She had alfo fome notion of Geogra- 
phy, whieh flie learned by means of Perfpeflive 
Glafles ; and flie had feen Pekin, Canton, Mof- 
cow, Koia, ^c. a thoufand times. She not only 
knew the Capitals, but the principal rivers, and 
other things worth notice ; which flie learnt in 
the fame manner, by amufrngherfeif with Madame 
iTAlmane and Mils Bridget, in looking through the 
PerfpeQive Glafs. She fpokt French and Englifh 
equally well. Such were Adelaide'^ improvements, 
when ftie arrived in Languedoc. Although (he ap- 
peared to have both penetration and fenfe at that 
age, yet Madame d'Almane did not think it would 
be any advantage to her to read thofe little Tales, 
which are compofed for children in their infancy. 
She thought it better to give her fix months prepa- 
ration for reading them, by teaching her to read 
little true flories dill better adapted to her capacity, 
but which were not worthy the notice of the public. 
Madame d'Almene had five or fix fets of thefe little 
books printed ; but took care to conceal her being 
the author. When fhe arrived in Languedoc, (he 
waited for a proper opportunity to produce them ; 
for fhe would not give them to \\M i»i^'«^>^'>>-^ 
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at the time when they might be ufeful. — 
Adelaide was very impatient to read lo herfelf ; and 
her eagernefs was encreafed by deferring lo faiisfy 
it; — however, one day, that ftie had been contra- 
di&ing her brother, there came a pedlar lo the 
Caftle with books, one of which flie was permitted 
to choofe : Ihe did not fail to take the only one 
which was bound; indeed it was in red Morocco, 
withagilcedge; when (he ha(Jpurchafedit,(he found 
it was called. The Hiftory of Cephifa, a charming 
little girl, very mild and obedient, who never con- 
tradifted her brother in her life. She read this hif- 
tory with great delight ; and that very evening 
Adelaide afked her brother's pardon, and afTured 
him fhe never more would behave ill to him,— A 
week after came another pedlar, and brought ano- 
ther book, which was a new leflbn *. In ftiort, 
in fix months, AdelaidelviA read, and got by heart, 
ail the little neatly bound books, in which were 
Madame d'Almane'% hiftories. 

At/even years old (he had read The Bible, The 

converfation of Emilius, and Lu Hochets Meraux, 

by Monf. Monget ; which are pltafng Tales in 

verfe, dedicated to Mademoifelle d'Orleant and de 

dareh 



• Madime i'Alirume made ufe more than once of (his indl- 
■kQ. melhcid of giving inftruitioii. When Aitlaiic left LanguE- 
doe to return lo Psrii, (he was ten years old, and during that 
Winter llif ufed CVE17 morning at bnakfalt 10 md aloud the 
Paris Gazette. During this Winter, Bic read her lixty falfe 
flieelB, which her mother bad caufedlo be printed exprefsly for 
ber, and fubltituted iiillead of the real news papen \ Aiilmii 
and TbaJire read all thefe with meipreflible delight. They 
contained plei^ag hifloricii proofs of great courage ; benevo- 
Jmce ; lilial ailection, &c, iin. uid man^ otWt &inilic Ullons, 
wiucb -weie thouj^ht necellary tor the prtcoiai otcsS««i. 
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Charelt ; thefe Adehide got by heart t- At fevtn 
years and half Ihe read Plays and Dialogues for 
Children, written by Madame de la Pits, a work 
in two volumes, equally valuable and intereftlng, 
as well for the ufe it is of tochildren, as by the wit 
and graces with which it abounds. At eight years 
old me read the feven volumes des Anmlet de la 
Vertu; LaGeographie comparie, bjMoni. Mentelh, 
and aTreatife on Heraldry. By this time Adelaide 
began to write a large hand, pretty well, and in- 
ftead of giving her one fingle fentence for a copy, 
(he had a different page eveiy day. The firft (he 
began with was U Catlchijme Hijloriqug, which 
lafled her fix months ; and the next fix months, 
(he wrote TAhrege de la GSographie, by Monf. le 
Ragaii. 

At nine years old (he wrote PAbrege de VHiftnre 
Poetique, and Flnfiru^ion far la Melamorphafei 
d'Ovide, alfo by Ragoii; which lafted her till flie 
was ten, when ftie read, and a£led five Comedies 
of the 'Theatre d'Educatien : Agar dani le Defert ; 
iesFlaeoru; la Colombe ; PEnfani Gate and PAwugle 
de Spa. To thefe were added Elements de Paejie 
Franfoife, three Volumes in Twelves, and Rob in- 
fon Crufoe. By this time her leffons for writing, 
were an abridgment of 'The Beauties of Hijiory, as 
flie then began to wrile Englilh, which before flie 
could only fpeak. When (he had written her Eng- 
ii(hcopy, we made her read it in order to pronounce 
it properly ; and this taught her to read Englilh ; 
fo that one leflbn contained three. Writing, Hif- 
tory, and the Engli(h Language. 

At eleven years old fliewrote over again ail thofe 
books, which we have jufl mentioned ; and fhe 

f ies ffofchets Moraux are to be \oi»*^'V*oft«'i'!i *«&.■?«*■ 
doia's rue debt Harpe. 
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knew by heart the Annahide la Vertu To much the 
better, for having feen in the upellries and magic 
lanthorns the moft remarkable incidents ir\ Hiftory. 
She alfo read at this age, Ral/in's Ancient HiJJtry, 
The ImtatiM of Je/ut Ckriji, the Father" t hftrufii- 
tu til his Childriii ; and U Theatre de Ctimpijirm. 

At Iwetve years old Qie received the Sacrament ; 
ftie read Us §ifairc Jim de PHermaF, by Monfieur 
Nicole; an excellent book, which, read in early 
youth, makes an impreflion not to be effaced.— 
Echard's Raman Hijiory ; la Thtatre dt la Grange' 
Chancel; T^ni Macaulaf i Hiftery of England. 

At ihirtemftis read the PrinceJsefCle-jet, Zeide, 
Clevelefid, the Dean of Caieraine, Anecdotes of the 
Court of Philip Augufius ; the reft of the Theatre 
d'Educalion ; a book on Mythology, by Madame 
d'Almane, and the Travels of Cyrus ; and in the 
courfe of this year (he wrote for her copies, a Cot- 
leflion of Poems taken from different authors 
of thefecond rank ; fuch as Bertaut, Gedemt, Pa- 
viikn, DrfmahiSy &c. At fourteen ftie rend Trent- 
itky'i hJiruBions from a Father to his CkiMren ; a 
good book, which contains a courfe of inftrutlion 
well written upon all fubjefls; the Hiftory of 
France, by Velly, &c. h Theatre de E^ffy ; /* 
Theatre de Marivaux, le Speflacle de Id Nature, by 
Monf. Piuche ; Hijiiure ies Infixes, in two vols, 
and Lady M. IV. Montagues Letters. Jdelaide be- 
gan at this time to read Italian, which Ihe already 
fpoke very well, and fet oul whh the tranflation 
of the Peruvian Letters, and /fi CooudiesdeG«!doiti. 
She continued writing the poems before mention- 
ed, and began to anfwer the letters written by 
Madame iPAlmeme, as mentioned in the third yo- 
hme, and alfo took txtTaSti ^i wWx. ftve tead. 
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At fifmn (he read Us Symnymet de VAbU Glrari' 
la Manaitre de Hen ptn/er dans let tuvrages d'efpril, 
one vol. Re/iexiont critiquet fur la peefie y fur h 
piinture, by ihe Abbe Duboi ; HiJIeire de Piere le 
Grand % VoHairis Univerral Hiftory ; "Theatre de 
Dejlouches; Theatre de la Ckaufie D. ^ichotte ; la 
Paltique de Marmnntel ; Hume's Hiftory of Eng- 
land, and the works of Metaftatio in their original 
languages ; and this year llie only wrote her copies 
with a Matter twice a week ; flie finiflied the ati- 
fwers to Madame (Tji/jpan/s Letters ; and made 
fxtrafils from the Englifh and Italian hiftories. 
Atfixleen flieread Virgil's ^neid and his Georgics, 
tranflated by Monf. PAbbe derijle; Madame Se- 
vigny'f Letteri ; Fontaine't Fables ; Tranflation of 
the Greek Theatre ; Theatre de Creblllan, and fomc 
detached pieces, as Manlius, de la Fajfe \ Arianc, 
and the Count d'Effex, deThamasComeille ; la Me- 
tromanie ; fneide Caftro ; the Tranflations of Plau- 
tus and Terence; Clarifia, and Thompfon's 
Works inEnglifli; Taps Jerufalm, 'Am,n! at aii<i 
Pa^or Fido in halian.— This year Adelaide left off 
writing copies, and only wrote extracts and made 
verfes. She alfo began again to compofe anfwer;: 
to the letters Madame d'Almane had written ; and 
in fix months Ihc had written the forty anfwers. 
Mfeventeen Ihe read Voltaire's AgfofLoais the Four- 
teenth, and his Hiflory of Charles' the T-welflA ■ the 
Poems of Madame -Des Houlieres ; the Works of 
Greffet ; "Theatre du Grand CorneiUe ; Theatre dr 
Racine ; Theatre de Voltaire ; let Sermons de Bour- 
dahue ; and Sir Charles Grandifon and Pamela in 
Englifti ; with Ariofto m Italian. She made Ex- 
iraas from Hiftory, and from Cornel lie ; flie rent* 
Vallaire's edition of ihe latter, in order to judge 

VOL. nr. N •- ■ ' of ■ 
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cfitherrdf. When fhe had made lier remarks, 
Madame tPAImane correfled her opinions, by 
ihcwing her Fohairis ; at the fame time making 
her obferve, that iii were not all equally juft.* 
Between fighleai and niruieen Ihe read Theatre de 
Ma!itre\ BmVcWs Works ; RefnSrd; Dufreiti i 
the Poems of J. B. Rouffeau + ; Senrnm de Ma- 
fil/on; with the SpeSators in Engliih, and Petrarch 
lii Italian. 

After the marriage oi Adelaide, Madame d'Almane 
engaged her to continue her reading as ufual, which 
Ihe did at her toilet ; and as (he received no com- 
pany at her houfe for two years after (he was mar- 
ried, fhe had time to purfue herAudies from eigh- 
teen and a half Co twenty years and a half. She 
read 

* Amorg others hit criliciTm on that beautiful imprecatian of 
Camilla in Lm Hnrarti \ and on that VErfe in Rodogune — Fall n 
nr, Hcavrv, frevidtJ I am m-fnitJ, — Where he has this (Iraogc 
ndle—IVe Jm* ttt Hravni Ji wufaU. — This verfe in Rodogune 
is admirablci bctaufc it a put in the mouth of Cleopatra, whofe 
charafler it nurkf, and prepares ui for Ihe moil atrocious afli- 
ODS. After fuch an imprecation, wc are nut Turprifed to fee her 
facritice herfelf to her revenge, — Take awajr thi> Angle line, and 
the cataflropbe of Rodogtine, the moll beautiful on the Theatre, 
wHI appear no longer probable. — The author of Zaire ought to 
feel, better than anyone, the fuperior merit of the above ex- 
cellent line, — He makes Orofmanes fay — lam ml UmIhi; if I 
everJbntU ht... Thii beautiful break implies a threat, which 
prepares u.'foreverythiDg that maybappen; itaDnounces the 
charader of Orofnunes, and mikei way for the calalbvphe. 
■Tahi e-ois^ ihii fin^It IhifrsKi lii flay, and the murder of Zaire 






\ The great nwril of RoufTeau'E poems depend lefs on his 
ripi/^Jlts than on his harmony. It is necelToiy to have read a 
rrcatdcal of poetiy in order to tafte the beauties of his ; and 

"' '« ifam to htr (bughter. 
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read during that time Letters on Education ; 
Emiliui and Odyfey ; Buffoa's Natural Hijiary ; Ti- ■ 
hmachu!, Fhchier, BoJfuel,Mafcart)n\ UsCaraflcrts 
de la Bruyere; RochefsucauJf t Max mi \ and in 
Engiilh, Pope's Works, and Locke, including ihc 
Iliad ofPopefoelcgantlyiranllaled; with the Hif- 
tory of Italy by Guicianiini, and the works of 
Dante in itaUan. , 

From the age oUwftity and a halflo t'Msnfy-iinf, 
ihe read tie Pfnfifi th Pajcal; Gil Bias ; M.molrt 
«/ thi Hijlory of France ; Hamilton's Works ; 
TreatifeonWifdom, by Ciorren; Ftofian LettLTs; 
and /'E/pril ies Loix ; in EngUfii, Milton and 
Shakefpeare, and in Italian, La Jerufakm deli- 
vr^e. 

At tivetity-ttvo Madame d'Almane gave her a lift 
of all the new works which were worth reading ; 
and advifed her to read over again ihe books fhe had- 
been accuflomed to from fisteen to twenty-twO';^ 
which would laft her, with fome additional books 
which it was neceflary Jhe Ihould be acquainted 
with, fuch as FBntenelle'j Plurality of Worldi, Us 
Difcours Academiqaei, and fome others, till flie war- 
feven or eighl-and-twenty. This plan of fludy 
feems to be carried to' a great length ; yet it does 
not lake in many works ofwhichthereareExtraSs 
to be met with m the (even volumes oi Annalei dir 
Vertu \ Such as the Hiflories of Scotland, Ireland, 
Germany, Poland, Turkey, Arabia, and Ruflia. 
!t is remarkable that this plan of reading, at ihe 
beginning, only required half an hour each day; 
and only three quarters of an hour from the age of 
thirteen to iwenty-two, even fuppofing they did 
not read fail. There are only two or three of the 
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works which are voluminous*; and there i 
a year where one has more than fifty volumes to 
read. It muft be obferved that Plays arc read in 
much lefs time than other books, becaufe the 
namcEof the perfons take up a great part of the ( 

kThe fttidies of Theodore were much more ex- • 
tenfive. Many Latin books, of which Adthide 1 
never read even the iraiiflations, as well as many | 
books on Laws and Political Subje£fe, were com- • 
priced in his reading. Yet (here was not more ' 
time employed on that account. Theodore, from 
the age of fixieen to twenty-two, read every day 

» about two hours and a half He learned neither ' 
mufic nor finging : nordidhcdraw fo long at a -' 
limfe as his (ifter. When the weather was not fit 
for wattiHg, Adelaide amufed herfelf with em- 
i'roidery, or other litile works of that kind, and 
Tt'ii9(itrf read, played at billiards, Wc So that 
,, T'AWor.f had read in6niiely more than Melaide; 
^^ vet (he will meet with very few women who have -■ 
^^ft- fo much knowledge as herfelf, or whofe ideas are 
^^K more clear and juft; for (he has learned and digeft- 
^^V cd every thing that ihe has read, 
^^ft- A mother who wiflies to adopt this method of 
^^^■tfludying for her daughter, and who at the fame 
^^V^ime does not intend her to learn Englifli or Italian, 
^^M Viil have very little to alter. It will only be ne- 
^^B ceRary to fyb(titute tranflations from the principal 
^V works in ihofe languages. Therefore it will only I 
le difpenfing with feven books, which arc not ab- 
folutely necelTary to be read, and which Adelaide 
had learned by her copies from ten years old to 
thirteen. 
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thirteen. Thefe books are the Beauties of Hlflo- 
ry ; Father's InftruSions ; Macaulay's Hiftory ; 
the Travels of Cyrus ; Lady M. W- ^Montague's 
Letters; the P;prisvian Letters; and Goldon's 
Comedies. Inftead of thefe you may take Modeks 
Militairesy in two volumes, Hijiosre generate des 
Voyages^ abridged by Ulonf, de la Harpe^ twenty- 
one volumes; the Tranflation of the Fables of 
Phaedrus ; and Advice from a Mother to her Daug- 
ter, and to her fon, by Madame de Lambert, One 
may add more French books, if one does not teach 
them Englifh, becaufe one can cead muchfafter in 
one's own language, unlefs one is quite perfeS in 
others, and then it makes little or no difference. 
But when Adelaide read Englifli and Italian, they 
were not fo eafy to her as her own tongue ; and 
therefore I have fubftituted for the foreign work?, 
more voluminous works in Frenchi 
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